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The Origins and 
Development of LiteratureIntroduction
The literature of each society, language and culture is unique, and yet 
there are always similarities as well as differences that can be drawn. The 
literature of one culture and period in history also frequently influences 
another. One of the purposes of this book is to show how, over the 
centuries, literature written in the English language has drawn upon and 
been influenced by great writing of earlier periods and of other cultures.

Studying literature as a means of cognitive enhancement

Students need to be encouraged to read a literary text 
closely and carefully, and to use inferential skills to work out 
difficult words or phrases from the context in which they 
appear. Only then can students make informed judgements 
about the value and interest of particular texts, and only then 
can they make valid comparisons, demonstrating similarities 
and differences between them.

 Objectives
 After completing 
the lesson, students 
will be able to:

■  describe the 
origins of oral 
literature and of 
writing;

■  identify various 
genres, such as 
satire and the 
essay;

■  trace the history 
of specific genres 
from one culture to 
another.

Warm-up
1  students’ own 

answers

2  Reasons 
include the 
desire to 
entertain, to 
educate people 
about past 
events, to pass 
on cultural 
traditions 
to the next 

generation.

Reading literature and the question of evidence

Close and detailed reading of poems, essays, stories, novels and 
other genres of literature is essential if students are to reach 
a mature understanding of what they are reading. However, 
competent students need to take this process a step further, and 
learn how to construct rational arguments about the details of a 
given text and how that text is put together. This requires quoting 
and analysing relevant words, phrases and short passages as 
supporting information, thereby providing evidence for whatever 
point of view they are expressing. 

Comprehension questions
1 Humans first started telling stories over 32,000 years ago. 
2 Oral literature came first. 
3 They remembered and passed on stories which, in printed 

form, are each four or five hundred pages long. 
4 A ‘genre’ means a ‘type’ of literature, for example satire. 
5 The essay form. 
6 Careful reading of the poem and comparison with other 

poetry. 
7 Literature makes it easier to understand other people, from 

both your culture and another. It enriches and entertains.
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 The Origins and Development
of Literature

Warm-up
1  Work in pairs. Individually, compose a story using some of the following words: 
tribe weather tradition song remember phenomenon

Take ten minutes to make short notes. Do not write the whole story down. When 
you have finished, tell your story to your partner.

2  Why do you think people tell stories? What is the purpose of storytelling?

People have been singing songs and telling each other stories for many thousands 
of years. Forms of art such as sculpture are at least 32,000 years old. This shows 
that even back then, people had the creativity and ability to invent stories. Spoken 
literature is therefore very old indeed. For many generations, stories, songs, poems 
and the history of the tribe were passed on from one generation to the other through 
speech. There is some evidence that at a time when they couldn’t yet write, people 
had a much better memory than those who came after and could read and write. Back 
then, storytellers were able to remember and pass on very long and complex stories to 
the next generations. The ancient Greek poet Homer, for example, probably didn’t know 
how to read or write. His epic poems The Iliad and The Odyssey were passed on through 
speech for several generations before being written down. When written down as 
books, they are hundreds of pages long, so remembering every word would have been a 
considerable achievement.
The spoken tradition survives in some cultures to this day. There are, after all, some 
languages in the world that have never been written down. And every piece of written 
literature contains something that was once part of the spoken tradition, such as 
proverbs, nursery rhymes and folktales.
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Nowadays, most people agree on a few points about the origin of writing. First of all, writing was 
almost certainly invented separately in at least three places; Mesopotamia, China and Mesoamerica. 
Recent discoveries might also give evidence that writing was also invented separately in Egypt and the 
Indus.
Some of the oldest literary texts that still exist were written around 4,500 years ago, a thousand years 
after writing was first invented. The first people we can name who wrote literature are Ptahhotep (24th 
century BCE) and Enheduanna (23rd century BCE). 
This book begins with a section called ‘Early Literature’, which deals with a very old piece of world 
literature, The Hanging Gardens of Babylon, and one from the period in which modern English truly 
begins, by Jean Froissart.
The second section, ‘Satire’, explores a certain genre, or type, of literature that was practised by 
ancient Greeks and Romans and carries on to this day. The next section considers the development of 
modern literature through the texts of more recent writers. Their texts are examples of how English 
literature has spread around the world, featuring British, American, Irish and Lebanese writers.
As you work through this book, you will notice how the writing of one culture can influence and enrich 
another. Authors can influence each other either by reading each other’s works or meeting each other 
directly. You will also see examples of how one literary form can be invented in one culture before 
coming to a dead end. This form may then be taken by another culture, where it will grow into an 
important form of literature. This is the same as a plant growing better in a foreign land than in its 
original home. The development of the modern essay form in the 18th century England, after its 16th 
century beginnings in France, provides one example of this phenomenon.
Close reading and literary analysis teach students how to order their thoughts, argue a case and 
support their position with evidence from the text. As the poet Ezra Pound put it in his book, The 
ABC of Reading in 1951: ‘The proper METHOD for studying poetry and good letters is the method 
of contemporary biologists, that is careful first-hand examination of the matter, and continual 
COMPARISON of one ‘slide’ or specimen with another.’
Literature allows us to understand other people’s experiences, whether they are from our own culture or 
a totally different one. It breaks barriers of time, geography and language. As well as entertaining us, it 
should give us a better view of the world that we all share.
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Comprehension Questions
1  How long ago did human beings first start telling stories?
2  Which came first, spoken or written literature?
3  How do we know that storytellers who couldn’t write had very good memories?
4  What is a ‘genre’ of literature?
5  Which genre was invented in France but developed in England?
6  What is Ezra Pound’s advice about how to study poetry? Use your own words.
7  What, in your opinion, are the advantages of studying literature?

Early Literature
This section introduces examples of two genres of writing. The first is Diodorus’s description of the 
Hanging Gardens of Babylon (90-30 BCE), which was written a long time ago. The second one is by 
a French writer, Froissart, in medieval England (1337-1405). Both texts are translations; the first is 
translated into modern English, and the second is translated into the English that was used when 
it was originally written in French. The genres are very different. Diodorus describes the Gardens of 
Babylon clearly, using details such as measurements. This way, people who have never seen them and 
are not likely to do so will have an idea of what they look like. The translation from the French of 
Froissart is more difficult than the writings of Diodorus, but the detailed glossary given on page 35 
makes it much easier to understand. Like most of the poetry and drama that has ever been written, 
these examples were meant to be spoken aloud in front of an audience. This partly explains why the 
style, specifically the Froissart, is expressive and flowery. This fact provides more evidence of how 
spoken and written literature have developed together.
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Some people have criticised Diodorus 
over the years for merely collecting a 
series of other people’s writing and 
not linking the different accounts 
properly. However it should be 
remembered that Diodorus compiled 
an enormous collection of work, 
which covered a broad period in 
a logical order, and in some cases 
included the only accounts available. 
His work also clearly shows the 
freshness and variety of the different 
styles used by his many different 
sources. Whatever criticism there 
is of him, we should not forget that 
his incredibly ambitious work is 
comprehensive and colourful.

This is an example of elegant writing 
designed to entertain and inform 
people. The hanging gardens were 
a marvel of the world, and the 
writer has very clearly recreated the 
gardens in the mind’s eye. This shows 
that literature takes many forms.

Ask students to compare the hanging 
gardens to modern engineering and 
irrigation. Ask them to talk about 
the most impressive buildings or 
engineering that they know of (you 
may ask some to think of engineering 
from the ancient world, such as the 
pyramids).

1 students’ own answers
2 They would see the 

ascending terraces of the 
gardens above the city 
walls; and that 

 the gardens were thickly 
planted.

3 Answers will vary; but 
they should mention the 
irrigation and the height of 
the gardens.

4 The process of supplying 
water to the gardens, 
through filling conduits 
(tubes or pipes) with water 
that was taken from the river 
by great pumps.

The Hanging Gardens of  Babylon
by Diodorus Siculus

 Objectives
 After completing the 
lesson, students will 
be able to:

■  visualise and describe 
the Hanging Gardens 
of Babylon;

■  recognise that 
literature isn’t 
confined to poetry 
and fiction.

Warm-up
1  A terraced garden 

with a complex 
irrigation system

2  An irrigation 
system is usually 
made of channels 
that force water to 
flow to areas of 
ground that need 
it.
Irrigation is 
important 
because it 
supplies water 
to the land and 
is therefore 
essential to the 
growth of crops. 

nswers
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 The Hanging Gardens of Babylon
(by Diodorus Siculus (90–30 BCE

Warm-up
1   What is a hanging garden? Discuss in pairs.
2   Why is irrigation important? What does an irrigation system do?

 The Hanging Gardens of Babylon are considered one of the
 original Seven Wonders of the World. Nebuchadnezzar II built
 them in around 600 BCE to please his wife, Amytis of Media,
 who longed for the trees and beautiful plants of her homeland. They are a
 very early and impressive example of irrigation. Irrigation is a very important part of life
 today, especially in hot countries. An earthquake destroyed the gardens after the 1st century
.BCE
.Many people wrote about the magnificent gardens, including the Greek writer Diodorus Siculus

 Diodorus wrote a wide collection of historical passages. However it should be remembered that
 each one was written not only to inform, but to entertain as well. He wrote a series of forty
 books divided into three sections. He used the work of many earlier historians to create an
.informative, elegant piece of writing for people to refer to and read out loud to others

 The garden was 100 feet long by 100 feet wide and built up in tiers so that it resembled a theatre. Vaults
 had been constructed under the ascending terraces which carried the entire weight of the planted garden,
 which, at this point, was on the same level as the city walls. The roofs of the vaults which supported the
 garden were constructed of stone beams some sixteen feet long, and over these were laid first a layer of
 reeds set in thick tar, then two courses of baked brick bonded by cement, and finally a covering of lead
 to prevent the moisture in the soil penetrating the roof. On top of this roof enough topsoil was heaped to
 allow the biggest trees to take root. The earth was levelled off and thickly planted with every kind of tree.
 And since the galleries projected one beyond the other, where they were sunlit, they contained conduits for
 the water which was raised by pumps in great abundance from the river, though no one outside could see
.it being done

Comprehension Questions
1   Imagine you are visiting ancient Babylon; write a paragraph describing the Hanging Gardens. 

Draw a diagram. Do not refer to the picture above.
2  What would visitors see as they approach the city?
3  What features of the gardens do you think were the most impressive?
4  What couldn’t people from the outside ‘see ... being done’?
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The text is translated from very old 
French (the language then spoken in 
the English royal court) into very old 
English. This may confuse students, 
so you will need to point out that 
they only need to understand the gist 
of the text. There are some strange 
words and the grammar and syntax 
are slightly different, but this does not 
matter.

Students should be able to recognise 
that besides being an account of the 
humanitarian role of Sir Godfrey of 
Harcourt, it is also guaranteed to be 
a biased account; and this is a factor 
to bear in mind with many pieces of 
literature.

This passage describes a town 
surrendering to an attacking army 
during the Hundred Years War 
between England and France. 
Refugees were often a problem 
but here, thanks to Sir Godfrey, this 
problem is overcome.

Many medieval stories and poems 
promoted charity and mercy, as 
well as courage in battle. Remind 
students that this text was to be 
read out to the royal court whose 
members wished to be entertained, 
and who enjoyed listening to stories 
of courage as well as mercy.

Explain that the texts which writers like 
Froissart wrote were inspired by an 
earlier tradition of court poetry. About 
a century before Froissart, British 
court poets would be sent onto the 
battlefields to write about what they 
saw, and to present and perform the 
finished poem to the court. In some 
ways, this is an early form of journalism 
in the field. 

1 Because their lives had been 
spared by the king, thanks to 
Sir Godfrey’s persuasion.

2 He flatters the king (‘assuage 
your courage’); he tells the 
king that if the townspeople 
are forced to defend 
themselves then many 
English soldiers will be killed 
(unnecessarily as the town 
will be his anyway); he says 
the king will need as many 
soldiers as possible to fight 
his enemy King Philip and get 
to Calais.

3 No. Although he seems 
cruel to begin with, this 
is portrayed by Froissart 
as courage. Also the king 
does agree with Sir Godfrey 
in the end, and the town 
surrenders. Remember that 
Froissart was writing this for 
the English queen, and that 
towns were often completely 
destroyed in the Hundred 
Years War; here the people 
of Caen welcome the English 
soldiers.

4 Townspeople throw things 
at the soldiers, which kill and 
hurt some.

The English king decides to 
attack the town.

Sir Godfrey asks him not 
to because they will lose 
soldiers doing it; it will be 
more difficult to reach Calais; 
they will soon have to fight 
another battle (so they 
shouldn’t be weakened); the 
town will surrender anyway. 

The king agrees with Sir 
Godfrey.

Of  the Battle of  Caen, and How the 
Englishmen Took the Town

by Jean Froissart

 Objectives
 After completing the 
lesson, students will 
be able to:

■  identify bias in a 
historical account;

■  identify and decode 
archaic usage;

■  describe techniques 
of persuasion.

Warm-up
1  students’ own 

answers

2  Suggested 
answer: A 
journalist writes 
news stories for 
newspapers or 
other media. 
The purpose of 
journalism is to 
let people know 
what is happening 
in their own 
communities and 
around the world.

nswers
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Of the Battle of Caen, and How the 
Englishmen Took the Town    

 by Jean Froissart (1337–1405 CE)

Warm-up
1    Write a brief paragraph on an event you have witnessed, a celebration or a festival 

for example. Explain what happened and describe it in as much detail as possible.
2   What does a journalist do? What purpose does journalism serve?

Jean Froissart was one of the most important French writers in the Middle Ages. He wrote 
Chronicles – colourful accounts of what he saw – that have become one of our most important 
sources of information for 14th Century Europe.
Although his first job was as a merchant, he soon became a clerk and showed ability in writing. 
At that time, not many people could read and write. At the age of 24 he became a court poet 
and the official historian for Philippa of Hainault, the wife of Edward III of England.
The following passage describes an event during the Hundred Years War between France and 
England. Although it is reporting an event, it was designed to be read out aloud to entertain 
Queen Philippa and her court.

They of the town were entered into their houses, and cast down into the street stones, timber and iron, and slew 
and hurt more than five hundred Englishmen, wherewith the king was sore displeased. At night when he heard 
thereof, he commanded that the next day all should be put to the sword and the town brent; but then Sir Godfrey 
of Harcourt said: “Dear sir, for God’s sake assuage somewhat your courage, and let it suffice you that ye have 
done. Ye have yet a great voyage to do or ye come before Calais, whither ye purpose to go; and, sir, in this town 
there is much people who will defend their houses, and it will cost many of your men their lives, or ye have all at 
your will; whereby peradventure ye shall not keep your purpose to Calais... Sir, save your people, for ye have need of 
them or this month pass; for I think verily your adversary king Philip will meet with you to fight, and ye shall find 
many straight passages and recounter; wherefore your men, an ye had more, shall stand you in good stead: and, 
sir, without any further slaying ye shall be lord of this town; men and women will put all that they have to your 
pleasure.” Then the king said: “Sir Godfrey, you are our marshal, ordain everything as ye will.” Then Sir Godfrey 
with his banner rode from street to street, and commanded in the king’s name none to be so hardy to put to fire 
in any house nor to slay any person. When they of the town heard that cry, they received the Englishmen into 
their houses and made them good cheer…

Comprehension Questions
1  Why did the townspeople “receive the Englishmen into their houses” and make them “good   

cheer” at the end of the story?
2  How does Sir Godfrey persuade the king to spare the townspeople?
3  Is Froissart trying to portray the English king in a negative way?
4  Write a report of the events in the story in your own words. Use the style of a news report.
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You may want to read this 
introduction to satire out to the 
class, as it puts the early writing into 
context and relates these passages 
to the poem by Alexander Pope that 
comes later in the book.

Juvenal was one of the greatest 
satirists of the classical age; and 
he is still considered among the 
best who ever lived. His impact was 
considerable when you consider 
that he had no political influence 
and relied on rich men for patronage 
(sponsorship) – though he would 
not have satirised these particular 
individuals.

The important role writers like Juvenal 
played inspired many more satirists 
over the coming centuries. When 
the Englishman Alexander Pope 
wrote his great satire in 1725, he 
used the techniques and language 
of the classical writers. Though his 
writing used the style of the epic 
poets, rather than the writing style 
of someone like Juvenal, he still used 
their general approach of mocking 
the frivolous lifestyle of the rich.

There has always been a place for 
satire, even in the free societies of 
modern times where there are people 
who take themselves too seriously 
or make fools of themselves without 
realising. Satire is how art deals with 
this.

Satire

 Objectives
 After completing 
the lesson, students 
will be able to:

■ define satire;

■  describe the 
origins of satire.
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Satire is a genre of literature that 
makes fun of people. In satire, human or 
individual vices or weakness are examined and 
mocked. Although satire is generally funny, its 
main purpose is to criticise a person, a group or an 
institution in an intelligent manner.

Not all satirists have the luxury of being able to criticise 
people or society without fear of the authorities taking action against 
them. Because of this, many satirists criticise imaginary individuals, or 
people and events from many years before. To the more intelligent readers and 
audience, the real targets are obvious, not that the authorities and the rich and 
powerful (who are often those being mocked) can prove this or stop people from 
laughing. There are many different forms of satire, but all of them are intended to 
criticise or mock, though some have done it less obviously than others.

Satire was famously used in ancient Greece, although the name comes from 
the ancient Roman language, Latin. Juvenal is one of the most famous and 
imaginative of the Roman satirists, and was inspired by earlier Greek writers such as 

Aristophanes. Alexander Pope, a leading 18th century 
poet and a skilled translator of Latin, was also 

influenced by the Greek and Roman authors who 
came before him. Samuel Beckett’s work shows 

how satire is still relevant and interesting in the 
modern day, by using absurdism to satirise 
life itself.

Satire
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This is satire that criticises daily life, 
and the attitudes of the rich to the 
difficulties everyone deals with. The 
problem of noisy traffic was obviously 
very bad, and had been for some 
time. Eventually, the authorities did 
something about it by reducing the 
building projects and therefore the 
traffic (but probably because of the 
terrible noise, and not because of 
Juvenal’s writing).

Juvenal, like many other Roman 
satirists, also criticises the attitudes 
of the rich. Here, he resents them 
because everyone else, who is 
struggling, has to move out of the 
way for them – but more importantly, 
he points out their indifferent 
attitude, which he deliberately likens 
to that of the military.

This is satire, and as such it is 
humorous writing, yet it is not an 
obviously comical passage. Part of 
the comical value is that an outsider 
is describing the strange behaviour 
of the city; otherwise it would simply 
look like Juvenal is moaning.

Students should be able to recognise 
who the target of the satire is, and 
also comment on how Juvenal 
identifies them in the passage. They 
should recognise that Juvenal is 
writing about a serious problem, and 
that he is using this aspect of life 
to point out what he doesn’t like in 
Roman society.

Juvenal is complaining about daily 
living conditions. Check that students 
understand that his description of 
the rich has two uses here: first, it 
emphasises the poor conditions in 
which ordinary people live; second, it 
suggests that the rich don’t care.

1 No, because it is expensive, 
unhealthy and unpleasant. 
It is obvious that the city is 
very busy, so people will live 
in the city because they can 
find work there.

2 Juvenal uses loud noises 
and images of rotting food 
to convey the illness and 
exhaustion city life induces. 
His references to the senses 
also convey the extremes 
of the city - the poor live in 
squalor while the rich travel 
through the city in comfort 
and luxury.

3 students’ own answers
4 students’ own answers

 Objectives
 After completing the 
lesson, students will 
be able to:

■  describe the 
difficulties faced 
by ordinary people 
living in ancient 
Rome;

■  identify the author’s 
point of view.

Warm-up
1  Encourage 

students to think 
about why the 
city is a good/bad 
place to live in. 
Encourage them 
to think about 
noise and air 
pollution.

2  Ask if students 
know any pieces 
of literature that 
discuss the city. 
Read the segment 
of Adonis’s The 
Funeral of New 
York to the class 
and provide a 
brief analysis of 
it. Incorporate 
the answers from 
exercise 1 in the 
discussion where 
possible.

Juvenal

 The Funeral of New York     
by Adonis

Call it a city on four legs
Heading for murder
While the drowned already moan
In the distance.
New York is a woman
Holding, according to history,
A rag called liberty with one hand
And strangling the earth with the 
other.

Analysis
Adonis wrote this poem in 1971 
after a visit to New York City. He is
very critical of the city, and of the
USA. He says it is like a wild animal,
a predator looking for prey. He uses
the famous image of the Statue of
Liberty as a personification of the 
city. He says that America has 
turned the idea of liberty into a rag
and that it has strangled freedom.
Unlike Juvenal, he uses the city as a
comment on national politics.

nswers
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Juvenal
(CE 138–55)

Warm-up
1   Work in pairs. Think of five advantages and five disadvantages of living in a city and give reasons 

for each. Use your city or the city nearest to where you live in your answers. 
2   Work as a class. Do you know any poems or other writings about life in a city? What do they say 

about it and how do they describe it?

Juvenal was a Roman satirist in the 1st and 2nd centuries CE. In order to avoid his work being banned 
(or himself being punished) by the important people he was criticising in his satire, he pretended to 
be writing about people who had lived a century before. However, he clearly meant to describe faults 
from his own time. The following passage from his Third Satire is an intimate and lively description 
of daily life in Rome. In the poem, a friend of Juvenal’s is moving to the country and it is he who 
describes what he hates about the city.

The sick die here because they can’t sleep,
Though most people complain about the food
Rotting undigested in their burning guts.
For when does sleep come in rented rooms?
It costs a lot merely to sleep in this city!
That’s why everyone is sick: carts clattering
Through the winding streets, curses hurled 
At some herd standing still in the middle of the road, 
Could rob Claudius or a seal of their sleep! 
When duty demands it, crowds fall back to allow
The wealthy to pass, who sail past the coast
In a mighty Liburnian ship, while on the way
They read or write or even take a nap,
For the litter and its shut windows bring on sleep.

Juvenal mentions both the expense and the misery of city life; it is not an appealing image. Describing 
the life of the rich – who have neither problems travelling or sleeping – emphasises the hard life of 
most people.

Comprehension Questions
1  Would ordinary people live in the city if they didn’t have to? Why? Why not?
2  How does Juvenal use the senses and descriptions of the body to create an atmosphere of the city? 
3  Many of Juvenal’s readers would have been wealthy members of Roman society. How do you think 

they would have felt about his descriptions of the rich in his poem? 
4  Imagine you are in a litter, travelling through ancient Rome, writing a diary. Describe the interior of 

the litter in detail. What can you see and hear of the city from the litter? What do you think of 
the people outside? Write two paragraphs.

A paraphrase:
Ill people die here because they cannot sleep,
But most people complain about the rotting food
That their sick stomachs cannot digest.
How can someone sleep in a rented room?
It is so expensive just to sleep in this city!
That’s why everyone is ill: there is noisy traffic
In the winding streets and angry workers who shout at
Cows that stand in the way. Their shouts are so loud 
That they could wake the emperor Claudius and all 
The world’s animals from their sleep!
It is the duty of the poor to make way for 
Important people to pass. Rich people travel in 
Carriages where they can read or write or even 
Sleep for a short while, because these carriages are
Closed off from the outside world and are easy to sleep 
in.
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Students should be able to compare 
and contrast Pope with the classical 
writing they have seen (he uses satire 
like Juvenal, but in the style of an epic 
poem like other classical writers). 
They should be able to discuss 
how Pope criticises part of London 
society, which they now have enough 
information on to compare to part of 
Roman society.

After students have read through the 
introduction to the poem, ask them 
to concentrate on the small extract 
of Roman poetry, which is from the 
famous Aeneid – a poem that the 
Emperor Augustus had requested to 
glorify Rome and the creation of the 
city (he wanted the poem to say that 
the ancient gods had been heavily 
involved). Have students count the 
syllables in each line, then have one 
student read it out loud (or read it out 
loud yourself) to show the rhythm and 
regular structure of the poem.

Now read through the background to 
The Rape of the Lock, and make sure 
that everyone understands how trivial 
the argument was (even though it was 
gossiped about all over London). 

Before reading through the poem 
as a class, make sure that students 
understand all the language (they 
can use a dictionary and the glossary 
provided).

Make sure that students appreciate 
how the poet has followed the 
classical style; structure, metre, 
language and talking about the 
ancient gods. If you wish, have 
students write a paragraph on 
this when they have finished their 
discussion.

 Objectives
 After completing 
the lesson, students 
will be able to:

■  count syllables and 
recognise metrical 
regularity;

■  identify a rhyme 
pattern;

■  compare Pope’s 
satirical methods 
with those of 
Juvenal.

Warm-up
1  students’ own 

answers

2  ‘Trivial’ means 
unimportant. 
In this case, it 
refers to the 
incident of the 
lock of hair 
and the bitter 
arguments that 
followed.

   The Rape of  the Lock
by Alexander Pope

1 The effect is to make 
Belinda’s dressing seem 
trivial, silly and unimportant.

2 Ten in each line. Regular.
3 The lines rhyme in pairs, 

i.e. line 1 rhymes with line 
2; line 3 rhymes with line 4, 
etc.

4 He entered the room, 
footsteps pounding on the 
tiles and echoing off the 
surface.

 The rumble of hunger 
signalled a gathering storm.

 He opened the cupboard 
with a flourish, master of 
all he surveyed. With this, 
he took his breakfast from 
the cupboard and ate. The 
storm passed.

nswers
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The Rape of the Lock
by Alexander Pope (1668–1744)

Warm-up
1   Work in small groups. Look at the title of the poem (above). Each write a 

suggestion of what it could mean. Discuss and compare your suggestions 
when you have finished.

2   The word ‘trivial’ appears in the following text. What does it mean? What do 
you think the word ‘trivial’ might refer to? 

In The Rape of the Lock, the lock is a ‘lock’ or handful of hair; the term ‘rape’ means 
theft. So this poem is about stealing a handful of hair. It describes a strange 
domestic incident, when one of Pope’s friends, Lord Petre, cut off a lock of Miss 
Arabella Fermor’s hair (she is given the name Belinda in the poem), and a great 
argument started between the two families that was talked about in coffee shops 
for weeks. Pope wrote The Rape of the Lock to make fun of the incident and to 
make those involved realise how trivial the incident really was. He used this trivial 
incident involving two families in order to satirise any society that would see this as 
important.

This extract is taken from the first of the five cantos (sections) that make up the poem.

Beauty Puts on all its Arms

And now, unveiled, the Toilet stands displayed,

Each Silver Vase in mystic Order laid.
First, rob’d in White, the Nymph intent adores,
With Head uncover’d, the Cosmetic Pow’rs.
A heavenly Image in the Glass appears,

To that she bends, to that her Eyes she rears;
Th’ inferior Priestess, at her altar’s side,
Trembling, begins the sacred Rites of Pride.
Unnumber’d Treasures ope at once, and here
The various Off ’rings of the World appear;
From each she nicely culls with curious Toil,
And decks the Goddess with the glitt’ring Spoil.
This casket India’s glowing Gems unlocks,

And all Arabia breathes from yonder Box.
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A paraphrase:

And now the dressing table stands on show without a cover,
each silver vase ritually set out.
First, dressed in white and with her head uncovered,
the nymph stares at and adores the powers that create beauty.
A beautiful image appears in the mirror,
she raises and lowers her head for the things she does and doesn’t like.
Meanwhile, her servant, standing at this altar of beauty,
begins the mysterious task of putting on her make-up, while trembling.
Many treasures open all at once, and in them
various gifts from around the world are shown;
she carefully chooses from each one with curious effort,
and decorates the goddess with the shining products.
This box reveals all of India’s glowing gems,
that box releases all the perfume of the Middle East.

   Comprehension Questions
1  What is the effect of comparing Belinda’s dressing to a religious ceremony? 
2  Count the number of syllables in the first and second lines of the poem on page 12. How many are 

there in each line? Are the metre and structure of the poem regular or irregular?
3  Can you identify any rhyme pattern in the poem?
4  Write a paragraph. Choose something that you do during your day, like eating breakfast or doing 

homework, but turn it into a dramatic event, like Pope does in The Rape of the Lock. 
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Satire, by its nature, is a corrective form 
of humour. Beckett presents an extreme 
situation (two people waiting for a very 
long time for somebody that might never 
arrive) to expose the frailties of human 
nature. All the waiting makes the two 
main characters seem foolish and their 
lives seem empty. Therefore Beckett 
is encouraging readers to learn from 
Vladimir and Estragon’s assumption that 
some kind of purpose will find them. 

This is a very different type of satire 
from the one written by Juvenal. It is not 
about the daily lives of a certain group 
of people but about all people and the 
absurd patterns of behaviour we can fall 
into. Unlike Juvenal’s satire, Beckett does 
not have to use fictional characters as a 
substitute for specific people. Instead, 
his characters have qualities and flaws 
that can be found in most people. In this 
respect, Beckett’s satire is concerned 
with more fundamental aspects of 
human behaviour than Juvenal’s focus 
on the unflattering characteristics of the 
wealthy.   

Students should be able to talk about the 
approach Beckett takes in his writing and 
the associated breakdown of meaning. 
They should focus on how little Vladimir 
and Estragon actually manage to say to 
each other and identify that what they 
do say to each other doesn’t lead to any 
kind of progress in their predicament. 
Students should note how many stage 
directions have to be used to make the 
scene more substantial.

Ask students to compare this passage 
with the one by Juvenal, taking into 
account the different times of writing; 
the different subject matters; how critical 
or aggressive each writer is; and any 
other aspects that occur to them (like 
who is the writer’s target, and what the 
writer is really saying). Students can 
either discuss these things as a class or 
in groups, or they can write a paragraph.

1 The stage directions fill in 
the gaps where the action 
(or character’s reactions) 
would otherwise be 
unclear. They also 
suggest physical comedy, 
for example when 
‘Vladimir stiffens’ rather 
than giving Estragon a 
hug.

2 In addition to the 
previous example, 
the passage is also 
humorous when the 
affection between the 
two companions as they 
hug is contrasted with 
Estragon’s comment 
afterwards, ‘You stink of 
garlic!’.

3 The play suggests that 
life is wasted on waiting 
for significant things to 
happen. Instead, people 
must go about finding 
their own purpose in life, 
whether through their 
actions or meaningful 
exchanges with other 
people.  

   Waiting for Godot
by Samuel Beckett

 Objectives
 After completing the 
lesson, students will be 
able to:

■  compare and contrast 
the satire of Beckett 
with that of Juvenal; 

■ identify the meaning 
behind Beckett’s play;

■ discuss the techniques 
of ridicule used by 
Beckett.

Warm-up
1  A ‘tragicomedy’ is 

a play with both 
elements of tragedy 
and comedy. Even 
though it might be 
funny in places, 
the tragic element 
means its sole 
purpose is not to 
make us laugh; 
its purpose might 
also be to make 
us understand the 
suffering or downfall 
of the characters. 

2  Waiting for Godot 
suggests that the 
characters are 
waiting for God. 
From the title, 
students might 
guess that there is 
not a lot of action in 
the play because the 
focus is on ‘waiting’.

nswers
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Waiting for Godot  
by Samuel Beckett (1906–1989)

Warm-up
1  Waiting for Godot is known as a ‘tragicomedy’. What do you think ‘tragicomedy’ refers 

to? Do you think the purpose of a tragicomedy is to make us laugh?
2  What does the title Waiting for Godot suggest? Can you guess what the play is 

talking about from the title?

Samuel Beckett was one of the most important writers of the 20th century and was 
friends with other influential writers, such as James Joyce. He wrote novels, plays and 

poems in both French and English about what it is to be human. Since there is no single 
answer to the question of human nature, the ideas in Beckett’s writing can only be taken as one 
possible response. In his works, he suggests that the purpose of life is not something that is given to 
us; it is something we must make for ourselves. This way of thinking is known as ‘absurdism’ because 
its followers believe that it is an absurd, or very improbable, idea to believe that the universe has a 
natural order and purpose.

Waiting for Godot is one of the most famous absurdist plays. The play is also somewhat symbolic. In 
the play, Beckett uses satire so that we can understand his views on human nature. Its two main 
characters – Vladimir and Estragon – are waiting for the mysterious Godot, who will probably never 
arrive. While they are waiting, they cannot find a purpose for their lives. In this way, we see their 
foolishness and begin to understand how silly Beckett thinks it is to wait for a purpose, rather than 
making your own. His play is both tragic and comedic because he uses satire to make us laugh at 
his characters’ silly behaviour at the same time as making us feel pity for them because of how they 
behave. This can be seen in the following extract, where Vladimir and Estragon are arguing about 
nothing. They are wasting their time and even though they are talking, nothing meaningful or 
important is said.

ESTRAGON 

(gently) You wanted to speak to me? (Silence. Estragon takes a step forward.) You had 
something to say to me? (Silence. Another step forward.) Didi . . .

VLADIMIR 

(without turning) I’ve nothing to say to you.

ESTRAGON 

(step forward) You’re angry? (Silence. Step forward.) Forgive me. (Silence. Step 
forward. Estragon lays his hand on Vladimir’s shoulder.) Come, Didi. (Silence.) Give 
me your hand. (Vladimir half turns.) Embrace me! (Vladimir stiffens.) Don’t be 
stubborn! (Vladimir softens. They embrace. Estragon recoils.) You stink of garlic!

Comprehension Questions
1  There are a lot of stage directions in the passage above (gently, silence ...). How do they affect the 

play?
2  Where do you see humour in this passage?
3  The play ends as it started. The two men accomplish nothing yet continue to wait. What do you 

think this play has to say about hope or the meaning of life?
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The Development of 
English Literature  

Ancient Roman and Greek, or ‘classical’, writers had a massive impact 
on literature for centuries. Their highly structured verse and metre was 

admired and copied by many later poets, such as England’s Alexander Pope. 
Such poets admired the balance, neatness and technical perfection of classical 
literature. Other authors, however, wanted more freedom to choose their own 

ways of writing. William Shakespeare is one of the world’s most famous authors and 
was appreciated even in his own day for using old sources in new and interesting 

ways. Like Pope, Shakespeare was inspired by ancient texts but he changed them so 
that the plots became more closely related to his own society. He wrote some of the 
most beautiful verse and metre in the English language but he was also a pioneer of 
‘blank verse’. This kind of writing does not need the balance found in classical writing, 
which allows more freedom for characters to speak like real people. Shakespeare was 
particularly interested in ‘the language of the people’ and his works show us some 
of the ways that English was developing during his lifetime. Some words, such as 
‘accommodation’ and ‘to pander’, for example, were not recorded in the English language 
before Shakespeare included them in his plays. 

Writers like Shakespeare are so important because they change the way literature is 
written afterwards. The Romantic poets (writing 100 years later) were influenced by the 
way that Shakespeare was not limited by metre; the Victorians were influenced by the way 
Shakespeare tried to give ordinary people a voice; and 20th century writers were inspired 

by the way he worked with classical sources. 
The development of English literature is 
about writers reading and being influenced 
by other writers and building on what has 
already been achieved. In this way, the 
history of literature has led to many great 
pieces of writing in English, some now as 
well-known and admired as the classical 
texts that first inspired its early writers. 

Students should read this page of the Students’ Book in preparation for 
the following chapters. They should understand the ways older literature 
can have a profound and enduring influence on later works.
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The Critics of    
    Shakespeare

However unpopular Shakespeare 
was with rival playwrights, he was 
extremely popular with everyone else. 
Shakespeare had an extraordinary 
ability. His work has also had an 
incredible impact on modern English 
– he made it simpler and less formal 
whilst still being flexible and highly 
expressive. His vocabulary was also 
three or four times that of most 
educated people today.

It should also be remembered that 
Shakespeare, though not highly 
trained in the classics, was very 
widely read. Even though he was 
partly self-taught, he had read about 
much of the world; and in the ten 
years or so between leaving home 
and his initial success as a dramatist 
he had met many different types of 
people in the busy city of London.
During this period, he had also 
developed his stagecraft by working 
as an actor in a number of London 
theatres.

Though people’s interpretations 
of Shakespeare have evolved over 
the centuries, there have always 
been some people who admired 
him. Although he was not very well 
educated he possessed a sharp 
mind, imagination, great insight into 
people and a gift for expression and 
language. It was not until Coleridge 
had given up writing the tumultuous 
poetry of his twenties, and started a 
series of lecture tours on his incisive 
understanding of Shakespeare, 
that the broader public’s eyes 
were opened to Shakespeare’s real 
mastery. It is thanks to Coleridge 
(himself a truly great poet) that we 
now appreciate how analytical and 
profound Shakespeare’s treatment of 
the human condition was.

1 They were jealous of his 
success and they thought 
that they should be more 
successful because they 
were better educated than 
Shakespeare.

2 The closure of the theatres 
in 1642 meant that the 
works of Shakespeare 
were not performed in 
public. Because they were 
not performed as pieces 
of theatre for the next 
century or so, people began 
to read them as poetry, 
and experience them in a 
different way.

3 Suggested answer: ‘More 
than any other writer, 
Shakespeare is a poet of 
nature. He is a poet that 
holds up a truthful mirror to 
human behaviour and the 
reality of life.’

4 Suggested answer: Seeing a 
play on the stage allows you 
to see what the characters 
look like and hear the full 
meaning of the words. 
Reading it in a book allows 
you to concentrate on the 
language and imagine the 
characters for yourself. 
students’ own answers

 Objectives
 After completing the 
lesson, students will be 
able to:

■  identify and describe 
different attitudes 
towards Shakespeare;

■  compare and contrast 
these different 
attitudes;

■  discuss ways in which 
attitudes to literary 
texts evolve over time.

Warm-up
1  Invite students 

to tell the class 
what they know 
about William 
Shakespeare’s 
work. Ask if they 
think he is a poet 
or a writer of plays. 
You can close 
the discussion 
by eliciting that 
Shakespeare was 
both playwright 
and poet; he used, 
and reinvented, 
the structures 
of poetry in 
the context of 
playwriting.

2  A critic is someone 
who ‘criticises’ 
something, that 
is, discusses its 
content and its 
meaning. When 
used in literary 
discussions, it is 
not used in the 
negative sense; it 
comes from the 
Greek for ‘a judge’ 
and later, from 
the Latin for ‘to 
decide’.

nswers

The Critics of  Shakespeare
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The Critics of Shakespeare
Warm-up

1  Was William Shakespeare a poet or a playwright? Have a class discussion.
2  What do you think a critic does?

William Shakespeare (1564–1616) is one of the most popular writers in history. Between the years 
1960 and 2000, more books on his life and work were published than in the previous three hundred 
and fifty years. 

Shakespearean criticism has changed considerably since the playwright’s works were first performed. 
Criticism in this context means the discussion of a piece of literature, where you think and talk 
about why a poem, book or play is good or bad. Over the centuries, critics have found different 
things to say about Shakespeare’s work, and readers and audiences across the world have discovered 
different meanings in his drama and poetry.

Shakespeare was an original writer in many ways. He was unusual among the playwrights of his day 
because he trained as an actor before he started writing. Shakespeare was also different from other 
playwrights because he did not go to university. Most playwrights came from wealthy families and 
received a very good education. Some contemporary writers were envious of Shakespeare’s talent. 

In 1592, the playwright Robert Greene called Shakespeare an ‘upstart crow, 
beautified in our feathers.’ This insult compares Shakespeare to an ugly, 
common bird that enjoys things he does not deserve.

Other critics were more generous. Ben Jonson, a rival playwright, recognised 
that Shakespeare was very talented. Jonson said that Shakespeare’s work was 
timeless; his use of the English language was so original that ‘He was not of 
an age, but for all time!’

In 1642, thirty-six years after Shakespeare’s death, the theatres of London 
were closed. Theatres were thought to be a bad influence on society, and they 
did not reopen for eighteen years.

When the theatres reopened in 1660, Shakespeare’s plays were not performed, 
16



26

17

and it was only a century later that his 
plays finally returned to the London 
stage. As a result, many people read 
the plays of Shakespeare as literature 
and did not see them performed on 
a stage. It was during this time that 
Shakespeare became known as a poet 
rather than a playwright. 

John Dryden is one of the most 
famous critics of Shakespeare. In 1668, 
he said that Shakespeare was ‘naturally learn’d’ and that he 
did not need a university education to be a great writer. John Addison, writing 
in 1712, agreed with Dryden, saying that Shakespeare had ‘nothing to support him besides the 
strength of his own genius.’

Samuel Johnson was the first critic to compare Shakespeare to the writers of ancient Greece 
and Rome, and suggested that Shakespeare was the greatest poet of all time. He argued that 
Shakespeare was ‘above all writers... a poet of nature; the poet that holds up to his readers a 
faithful mirrour [mirror] of manners and of life.’

Alexander Pope recognised the depth and originality of Shakespeare’s work. He said that 
Shakespeare developed characters himself when other playwrights reflected the work of others. 
Shakespeare was not widely admired in the 18th century; people thought he was an 
uneducated man from a violent period of English history.

In the 19th century, the Romantic poets were inspired by Shakespeare’s plays and used the 
same themes in their poems. At this time, Shakespeare was still considered more as a poet 
than as a playwright. 

Samuel Taylor Coleridge, one of the most famous Romantic poets, noticed that some 
expressions in Shakespeare’s work were about philosophy and psychology. Before Coleridge, 
these expressions were sometimes considered mistakes. 

By the 1920s, Shakespeare was thought of as a playwright rather than a poet. Harley Granville-
Barker argued that the works of Shakespeare were best when they were performed in a theatre, 
rather than read in a book. 

The Globe Theatre in London was the place where Shakespeare’s plays were performed during his 
lifetime. In 1997, the theatre was rebuilt and many new critics were able to watch and enjoy the 
plays. Today, there are many critics who consider Shakespeare as both playwright and poet. 

Comprehension Questions
1  Why did many contemporary writers resent Shakespeare?
2  What effect did the closure of London theatres have on the appreciation of Shakespeare’s 

work?
3  Rewrite Samuel Johnson’s comment that begins with ‘above all writers...’ in your own 

words.
4  What is the difference between reading a Shakespeare play in a book and 

seeing it on stage? Which way of experiencing Shakespeare do you think is 
better?
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Mark Twain’s use of language 
was strikingly original. His 
novels about Tom Sawyer and 
Huckleberry Finn are told from 
the point of view of the young 
protagonists and they contain 
slang, regional dialect and 
illogical sentence constructions 
that make the dialogue come to 
life. As a writer, Twain did not 
copy European models; he used a 
distinctly American literary style. 
Many people agree with Ernest 
Hemingway that ‘all modern 
American fiction comes from 
Huckleberry Finn’. Huckleberry 
Finn immediately followed The 
Adventures of Tom Sawyer and 
the two novels were closely 
linked. In Tom Sawyer, Twain 
manipulates time in relation to 
the mind of the boy, Tom. Twain 
also closely follows the thoughts 
of his characters. Both of these 
elements were later developed 
and used by Virginia Woolf, even 
though Twain was a fantasy writer 
and Woolf a realist.

It is also important to note that 
Twain writes about the joys of 
a straightforward life outdoors 
and, though he primarily 
uses a child’s perspective, he 
creates for all his readers an 
image of innocent pleasures 
outdoors and close to nature. 
In this sense, Twain is a direct 
descendant of the Romantic 
poets. Students may also note a 
similar approach to authority in 
both this extract and the poem 
‘Ozymandias’. Obviously one 
is far more extreme than the 
other, but there is still a cynical 
depiction of authority in both. In 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer 

 Objectives
 After completing the 
lesson, students will be 
able to:

■  identify and discuss 
examples of idiomatic 
and non-standard 
English;

■  describe how the 
use of such language 
contributes to the 
overall effect of the 
writing;

■  compare and contrast 
Twain’s style with that of 
Viriginia Woolf.

Warm-up
1  Imaginative, 

adventurous, 
mischievous.

 Tom and his friend 
sailed a home-made 
raft down the river. 
They went over a 
waterfall but were 
saved by a fisherman.

2  Colloquial English 
refers to language 
that is informal or 
familiar. 

 Good evening sir, are 
you well?

 Hi, how’s it going?

The Adventures of  Tom Sawyer
by Mark Twain

the authority of Tom’s aunt is 
mocked because Tom tricks her, 
and also because the artificiality 
of the ‘civilisation’ that she tries 
to impose on him makes so little 
sense to him. Tom lives close 
to nature, follows his heart and 
defies the pretentious advice of 
his elders, yet he is not a bad 
person (not that Polly is a bad 
person, either). 

Students will now know that the 
Romantics tried to use as natural 
and flowing a style as possible 
(which in comparison to their 
contemporaries they did); so you 
should encourage them to see 
this similarity too. Mark Twain’s 
style may seem more natural 
to the students but they should 
try to see how Shelley’s is also a 
natural style.

1 Fagged out, played out; 
bought in; nice, good, idle 
time all the while; a body

2 students’ own answers
3 privileged: lucky / fortunate / 

advantaged having a special 
advantage in something 
frightened: scared / terrified 
feeling afraid or alarmed

 rich: wealthy having a lot 
of money or expensive 
property

 persuade: convince to 
successfully urge someone 
to do something 

4 It makes the language seem 
more authentic and more 
colourful, and it makes the 
characters come to life.

nswers
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The Adventures of Tom Sawyer
by Mark Twain (1835–1910)

Warm-up
1   What sort of person do you think Tom Sawyer is, and what sort of adventures do you think he 

has? Write a short paragraph, and invent an adventure for him.

2   What is the difference between formal and colloquial English? Write two sentences, giving one 
example of each.

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer is the story of a few months in the life of a young boy living in a 
small town in south-western America, on the banks of the Mississippi River in the 1840s. The boy, 
Tom Sawyer, is both clever and adventurous, often finding that the way in which adults go about 
things is wrong and, on occasion, helping to correct their mistaken view of the world. Tom lives 
with his aunt Polly and his half-brother Sid; their aunt has adopted the two boys on the death of 
their mother. Aunt Polly is a very kind, elderly lady, determined to bring up her two nephews to 
be good citizens. However, Tom, with his love of adventure, finds himself using his wits to avoid 
many of the things which Aunt Polly tries to force on him and she, in turn, often finds herself 
forced to admire the spirit of her ‘naughty’ nephew. One day, as a punishment, Tom is told to 
whitewash the garden fence (a task that will take a whole day). Tom avoids doing this by telling 
the other children what a fun task it is, and what a privilege it is to whitewash the fence. He 
soon has several children paying him with toys and interesting possessions in order to be allowed 
to paint the fence. Many of the possessions would seem worthless to adults, but to children with 
their greater imagination, they are of much higher value.
Tom befriends the son of the village outcast, a child of about his own age named Huckleberry 
Finn, or Huck. Huckleberry is able to live the sort of life which Tom admires very much; a life 
free from Sunday school, baths, stiff collars and all the other uncomfortable aspects of civilised 
life. The two boys meet in the local graveyard one night, intending to bury a cat in an attempt 
to cure warts (they are very superstitious). Normally, Tom has to indulge in ‘make-believe’  
adventures to make his life more interesting. But in that dark graveyard, he and Huck witness 
the murder of the local doctor and find themselves in the midst of a real adventure. They are the 
only ones who know the true identity of the murderer and, when an innocent man is arrested, the 
two frightened boys, with a third friend, Joe, leave the village and hide on Jackson’s Island. The 
villagers believe that the boys have been drowned and are very surprised when the three reappear 
just in time to hear the funeral speech for their own deaths. The boys immediately become local 
heroes and, when the innocent Muff Potter is about to be sentenced for a murder he did not 
commit, Tom stands up in court and reveals the true identity of the murderer, an Indian called 
Injun Joe. Injun Joe is in court, but he escapes.
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Some days later, Tom returns to the caves, this time with Huck, and together 
they dig up the buried treasure. When the village discovers that Huck is 
rich, the people immediately try to civilise him. The widow Douglas 
adopts him and the novel ends with Tom trying to persuade Huck to 
suffer the indignities imposed upon him by this well-meaning lady, 
just as Tom puts up with the things that Aunt Polly forces on him.
Later in the summer, he goes on a picnic with his friend, Becky Thatcher. The two 
get lost in a maze of caves. Tom sees Injun Joe, who is visiting the site of some 
buried treasure. Tom eventually finds a way out of the caves and returns with Becky to 
the village. There he hears that the main entrance to the cave has been closed off, and he 
realises to his horror that Injun Joe must be trapped inside. The villagers hurry to the caves 
and find the body of the murderer, who has been trying to hack his way out of the death trap.

The Writer’s Plan
Mark Twain was the first major American writer who wasn’t from the East Coast. He was also 
the first American writer to use an American dialect in his writing; he mimicked the way 
people really spoke. However, though his language was realistic, his novels certainly weren’t; 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer is a fantasy. It is also slightly satirical, as it mocks the concept 
of people clinging determinedly to all the outward features of civilisation, despite living out 
in the wilderness. 
The basic plan of the novel is very simple. It follows the events in Tom’s life. Sometimes, the 
timescale is condensed so that the time passes quickly for the reader and for Tom; on other 
occasions, when Tom is going through a particularly painful experience (as in the caves), time 
is drawn out.
Towards the end of the novel, when things are happening thick and fast, Twain temporarily 
abandons the simple time scheme: Tom is left in the caves and the reader follows Huck 
through his adventures at the widow’s house; then, two chapters later, we are returned to the 
caves after Tom has escaped from them. (He then explains how he escaped during this time.) 
The timescale, and the sequence of fascinating, colourful episodes are clearly not realistic; 
and nor are the many amazing coincidences (being in the graveyard the night of the murder; 
walking in on their own funeral service). The book copies other adventure stories for boys in 
this sense. However, Twain appeals to all readers, adults too, with his clever characterisation, 
original language and subtle satire: Tom is very frightened in case Injun Joe comes after him 
but, as time passes, his fear lessens. 
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The following extract comes from the beginning of the book. Tom has convinced the other 

children that whitewashing his aunt’s garden fence is a privilege.

By the time Ben was fagged out Tom had traded the next chance to Billy Fisher for a kite, in good 
repair; and when he played out, Johnny Miller bought in for a dead rat and a string to swing it 

with – and so on, hour after hour…  
He had a nice, good, idle time all the while – plenty of company – and the fence had three 
coats of whitewash on it! If he hadn’t run out of whitewash, he would have bankrupted 
every boy in the village. Tom said to himself that it was not such a hollow world, after all.

He had discovered a great law of human action, without knowing it – namely, that in 
order to make a man or a boy covet a thing, it is only necessary to make the thing feel 
difficult to attain. If he had been a great and wise philosopher, like the writer of this 

book, he would now have comprehended that Work consists of whatever a body is obliged 
to do, and that Play consists of what a body is not obliged to do. And this would help him 

to understand why constructing artificial flowers or performing on a treadmill is work, while 
rolling tenpins or climbing Mont Blanc is only amusement.

Notice that in this section there is no direct speech. It is clear, however, thanks to the 
author’s choice of language, that what is passing through Tom’s head is being reported 
exactly; as in the first three lines. As this particular excerpt goes on, the writer does 
not report Tom’s thoughts, but merely describes them. In the second half of this extract, 

the writer uses more conventional (and more adult) language for this reason. This extract 
shows how Tom thinks, gives the opinion of the narrator and demonstrates the colloquial 
language that Tom and his friends use, ‘played out’, ‘bought in’, etc. 

Comprehension Questions
1  Mark Twain was the first American writer to present regional speech in his work without 

being condescending. Find some examples of non-standard English in the text.
2  Write a paragraph outlining Injun Joe’s life before his appearance in the story. Where does 

he come from originally? What does he do? Why is he in south western America? What made 
him murder the doctor?

3  Give synonyms (words or phrases that mean the same thing) for the following words, and 
give definitions for them:

 privileged     frightened     rich     persuade  
4  What effect does the use of a regional speech pattern have on the work? 
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James Joyce’s writing about Ireland goes even 
further than the title of his famous collection of 
short stories, Dubliners. Although not published 
until 1914, the stories were written in the 
early years of the twentieth century, and they 
represent the lives of those living in Dublin at the 
time. Having grown up in Dublin, in a household 
receiving a great number of visitors, Joyce was 
exposed to an array of Irish characters throughout 
his formative years. In the same way that visitors 
streamed through Joyce’s home, Dubliners features 
a stream of stories – 15 tales of different lives. 

In The Sisters, a family tries to deal with the death 
of the local priest. It is told from the perspective 
of a small boy who, rather typically for a child, is 
confused by the meaning of events and is troubled 
by confusing dreams. As the boy struggles to make 
sense of what has happened, there is no sense 
of resolution even when the story ends. After the 
Race follows the life of an Irish university student 
who has been studying in England. He tries to keep 
up with his wealthy friends but ends up losing lots 
of money and feeling out of his depth. In Ivy Day 
in the Committee Room, we meet minor politicians 
as they try (and fail) to live up to the successes of 
one of Ireland’s most important politicians, Charles 
Stewart Parnell. 

In keeping with the pattern of the whole collection, 
these stories represent different stages of life 
(childhood, adolescence and maturity). But, 
going deeper than this, they also represent 
different stages of Ireland’s history and different 
contemporary issues. The Sisters is concerned 
with matters of religion in Ireland, After the Race is 
about Ireland’s troubled relationship with England, 
and Ivy Day in the Committee Room is about 
the failure of politicians to resolve the country’s 
issues. At the beginning of a new century, when 
Ireland was searching for its national identity, Joyce 
was documenting contemporary concerns in his 
writing.

Wanting to do justice in his representation of these 
concerns, Joyce was a leading figure in a new 
style of writing which tried to avoid hyperbole and 
exaggeration. Students should be able to identify 
Joyce’s attention to detail. Have them describe his 
writing style using an example from the passage. 
Ask students if they think Joyce’s writing is realistic. 
Why?

 Objectives
 After completing 
the lesson, students 
will be able to:

■  identify the 
influence of Ireland 
on Joyce’s writing;

■  to describe Joyce’s 
writing style and 
say whether or 
not they think it is 
realistic.

Warm-up
1  Allow students 

to share 
anything they 
know about 
Ireland. Things 
they might 
respond with, 
or pieces of 
information 
you can share 
if not, include 
facts about 
Ireland’s 
geography 
(it is the third 
largest island 
in Europe), 
its politics 
(the island is 
divided into 
Northern 
Ireland and 
Southern 
Ireland) and its 
language (the 
Irish name for 
‘Ireland’ is Eire).

2  students’ own 
answers

1 A saucer is a small 
round plate used 
for holding a cup; 
to scuffle is to have 
a small fight with 
someone; being cross 
with someone is being 
annoyed with them; 
descend means to go 
down. 

2 Suggested answer: 
The prayer book 
represents Maria’s 
faith and her 
dependence on daily 
routines (praying 
several times a day). 
Maria will be happier 
with the choice of the 
prayer book because, 
if the chosen object 
is supposed to say 
something about the 
future, it shows that 
her future will not be 
very different from her 
life at the time of the 
story.

3 Suggested answer: A 
similar event probably 
wouldn’t have been 
so meaningful to a 
more adventurous 
type of person. Based 
on their experiences, 
they would be less 
likely to be shocked 
by surprising events 
and perhaps more 
likely to think that the 
future depends on our 
actions, not children’s 
games of chance. 

nswers

Dubliners: Clay
by James Joyce
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Dubliners: Clay  
by James Joyce (1882–1941)

Warm-up
1  In pairs, discuss what you know about Ireland.
2   Has any fiction been written about your hometown? Was it accurate? Was it interesting?

James Joyce was an Irish poet and writer, who frequently wrote about his hometown: Dublin. 
Dubliners is a collection of 15 short stories by Joyce describing the ordinary lives of people 
in Dublin at the beginning of the 20th century. Although the actual events of the stories 
appear insignificant, Joyce intended readers to explore elements of their own natures in the 
characters’ simple lives.

Clay is one of the short stories in Dubliners, featuring the character Maria, an old woman. 
There are three stages to the story: she is responsible for a Halloween party at the charity 
she works for; she travels through the streets of Dublin; and she visits the Donnelly family. 
The story focuses on minor details of these stages because Maria’s life is not very eventful or 
interesting. In some ways, Maria’s life has become deadened by routine.

Maria is a hard-working, kind and tolerant old woman, but her personality means that 
nothing very exciting happens in her life. She is a passive character who allows other 
people to shape who she is and influence what she does. Few things happen in her 
life that she makes happen so there is little activity throughout the story, even 
compared to the rest of Dubliners. In the following excerpt, Maria is playing a 
Halloween game with the Donnellys where, blindfolded, she has to pick from a 
collection of saucers on a table. The result of her choice in the game is supposed to 
tell her future. She feels some clay, a material symbolic of several things including 
softness, pliability and death. But Maria is so used to her present situation with its 
daily routines and lack of new experiences that she is startled and reacts with great surprise.

They led her up to the table amid laughing and joking and she put her hand out in the air as she was told to 
do. She moved her hand about here and there in the air and descended on one of the saucers. She felt a soft 
wet substance with her fingers and was surprised that nobody spoke or took off her bandage. There was a 
pause for a few seconds; and then a great deal of scuffling and whispering. Somebody said something about 
the garden, and at last Mrs. Donnelly said something very cross to one of the next-door girls and told her to 
throw it out at once: that was no play. Maria understood that it was wrong that time and so she had to do 
it over again: and this time she got the prayer book.

Comprehension Questions
1  Find the definitions of the following words: descend, saucer, scuffle and cross.
2  Maria understands the symbolism of clay as Mrs. Donnelly ordered the next-door girls to throw 

it out. What do you think the prayer-book represents? Why do you think Maria would be happier 
with this choice?

3  Do you think a similar event would have been so meaningful to somebody whose life was eventful 
and exciting? Give reasons for your answer.
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American Literature of the 20th century began to 
incorporate elements of realism. Writers were writing 
about subjects across the social spectrum – relating 
to people ranging from the lower classes to the 
most wealthy and privileged members of society. 
Where literature of the 19th century explored local 
themes about a limited range of people in America, 
Hemingway belonged to a literary era that was 
interested in different ways of life around the world. 

Hemingway travelled the world and worked with all 
kinds of people. He wrote A Farewell to Arms after 
his experiences working with wounded soldiers in 
the First World War and For Whom the Bell Tolls after 
working as a journalist during the Spanish Civil War. 
By the time he wrote The Old Man and the Sea, he 
had even been present during two key events in the 
Second World War – the Liberation of Paris and the 
Normandy landings. It was his time in Cuba, however, 
that was the greatest influence on this story. He loved 
fishing in the Gulf Stream near Cuba on his boat, Pilar, 
and he once caught a 450-kg marlin which was half 
eaten by sharks before it got to the shore. This event 
was clearly influential when writing Santiago’s battle 
with the marlin in The Old Man and the Sea. 

His wealth of experience led him to believe that it was 
unnecessary to embellish interesting experiences 
with unnecessarily complex writing. With short 
recognisable vocabulary, he was able to bring his 
events to life. “Compact and bullet shaped”, for 
example, immediately forces the tuna into the 
reader’s mind without departing from the story’s 
events. The description of Santiago hitting the fish 
“for kindness” is an example of Hemingway’s ‘Iceberg 
Theory’. He hints at what lies beneath the surface 
of his character whilst focusing on the events of the 
story. The omission of superfluous detail and even 
certain events strengthens his writing; he multiplies 
the power of his language by having the same depth 
of meaning in fewer words.

Ask students to discuss how Hemingway uses 
language and to compare his portrayals of events 
with those of other writers. They should be able to 
identify the usage of ‘economy of language’. Ask 
students if they think Hemingway’s style is effective at 
hinting at hidden detail.

 Objectives
 After completing 
the lesson, students 
will be able to:

■  identify how 
elements of 
Hemingway’s life 
influence his work;

■  analyse the 
distinctive 
elements of 
Hemingway’s style.

Warm-up
1  Allow students 

to share 
anything they 
know about 
fishermen. 
They might 
respond with 
facts about 
line fishing, but 
try to guide 
them towards 
answers about 
fishermen on 
boats. Mention 
the danger 
involved with 
fishing giant 
fish, and the 
difficulties 
fishermen may 
face, such as 
weather or a 
lack of fish.

2  students’ own 
answers

1 Suggested answers: 
started, began; 
dense, thick; stupid, 
ignorant; hit, struck, 
pounded

2 Suggested answer: 
They suggest that 
Santiago has a deep 
love for the world 
he lives in, and that 
he doesn’t want the 
fish to suffer. This 
can be considered 
economy of 
language, as it gives 
us information about 
Santiago’s character 
in only two words.

3 Suggested answer: 
He emphasises 
the suffering of 
the fish to hint at 
how Santiago feels 
about his catch 
without directly 
going into his mind. 
The fishes suffering 
also foreshadows 
the great suffering 
that Santiago and 
the Marlin will later 
undergo.

4 Suggested answer: 
He repeats ‘k’ and 
‘s’ throughout the 
passage. The ‘s’ 
is a continuous, 
rhythmic sound that 
evokes the feeling 
of waves striking 
the boat, and the 
‘k’ is a noise with 
more impact, like 
the sound of the fish 
striking the deck of 
the boat.

nswers

The Old Man and the Sea
by Ernest Hemingway 
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The Old Man and the Sea  
by Ernest Hemingway (1899–1961)

Warm-up
1  What do you know about the life of a fisherman? Try to think of the things you know and write 

down a brief description.
2  In pairs, discuss what you think the term ‘economy of language’ means.

Ernest Hemingway is frequently described as using ‘economy of language’ in his writing, which 
is a reference to his compact and powerful style. Hemingway was an American novelist and 
journalist who developed his distinctive style of writing as a young man, while writing for the 
Kansas City Star newspaper. Many writers have attempted to imitate his way of writing, because 
his works are considered to be some of the most important pieces of American literature, as 
demonstrated by the fact that he won both the Nobel Prize in Literature and the Pulitzer Prize 
for Literature.

Hemingway travelled a great deal during his life; his daring lifestyle is almost as well known 
as his writing. He was injured in Italy during World War I, and spent a long time during the 
1920s in Paris with other great authors such as James Joyce, Ezra Pound and Gertrude Stein. 
He reported on World War II in France and was there for some of the war’s major events. He 
also frequently travelled to Cuba, even living there for many years during the 1940s and 50s. 
Hemingway loved fishing, boxing, bullfighting and hunting: these hobbies and his adventurous 
history gave him a macho image that was reflected in his literature by strong, masculine 
characters. While in Cuba, he spent many hours fishing in the Gulf Stream. Hemingway had good 
knowledge of a fisherman’s way of life, and experience of writing about powerful male figures. 
This gave him the ability to write a realistic account of an old but skilled fisherman chasing his 
greatest catch in The Old Man and the Sea. 

The Old Man and the Sea was Hemingway’s last major work of fiction, and it was the work that 
he won the Pulitzer Prize for. The novella tells the story of Santiago, a Cuban fisherman who is 
struggling with a period of bad luck, having been fishing for eighty-four days without catching 
anything. Even his young friend Manolin has been forced to stop fishing with him by his 
parents. He decides to go farther out into the Gulf Stream, as he hopes he will be able to find 
fish there. He succeeds, hooking a great marlin, but the fish is too strong and is able to pull the 
boat. The fish and Santiago are joined together by the fishing line for three days before the fish 
becomes tired and Santiago is able to kill it. As he is returning home, sharks smell the marlin’s 
blood and eat it, meaning Santiago is left with nothing but a skeleton for his great effort. 
However, when he returns, he has regained the respect of his fellow fishermen, and Manolin 
agrees to return to his side.

The novella focuses on Santiago’s relationship with the fish he is battling. He greatly respects 
the fish’s strength, determination and ability to resist suffering – characteristics we see in 
the author as well as Santiago. Santiago is sad to eventually kill the mighty fish, as he feels 
any person who would eat it would not be worthy. Because of this, he is a character that the 
reader respects emotionally as well as physically. Hemingway is an example of how an author’s 
background can be extremely important to their literary work.
22
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The 1954 Nobel Prize in Literature was awarded to Hemingway “for his mastery of the art of 
narrative, most recently demonstrated in The Old Man and the Sea, and for the influence that he 
has exerted on contemporary style”. How his ‘mastery of narrative’ and the ‘economy of language’ 
in his style came together can be seen in the following excerpt. It describes Santiago catching a 
tuna, which he will go on to use as bait. The reader is given brief descriptions that only need one 
or two words, and the reader learns a lot about Santiago’s character from the way he treats the fish 
he has caught.

Just then the stern line came taut under his foot, where he had kept the loop of the line, and he dropped 
his oars and felt the weight of the small tuna’s shivering pull as he held the line firm and commenced to 
haul it in. The shivering increased as he pulled in and he could see the blue back of the fish in the water 
and the gold of his sides before he swung him over the side and into the boat. He lay in the stern in the 
sun, compact and bullet shaped, his big, unintelligent eyes staring as he thumped his life out against the 
planking of the boat with the quick shivering strokes of his neat, fast-moving tail. The old man hit him 
on the head for kindness and kicked him, his body still shuddering, under the shade of the stern.

Comprehension Questions
1  Try to find synonyms for the following words: commenced, compact, unintelligent and thumped. 

You may use a dictionary or thesaurus. 
2  The words ‘for kindness’ can tell us much about Santiago’s character. What do you think they 

suggest? Can this be considered ‘economy of language’?
3  Hemingway emphasised the suffering of the fish. Why do you think he did that?
4  Find examples of alliteration for two different letters. What effect do you think this has? 

23
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Gibran Khalil Gibran’s writing 
shows many different influences, 
and the various styles and themes 
complement one another. Gibran uses 
the structure, cadence and language 
of early 17th century English in 
the direct and sensitive manner of 
a Romantic poet. In other words, 
he describes emotions, and links 
human feelings with nature. This is a 
simplistic way of looking at the text 
because there are other influences 
evident, such as the traditional 
Arabic theme of a traveller stopping 
to speak with passers by and share 
wisdom. Arabic poetry has often used 
the format of addressing a friend 
and imparting or sharing wisdom, 
as can be seen in the translations of 
The Muallaquat in the 6th century. 
But remember that this technique 
was originally used by Ptahhotep in 
2350 BCE. In the 20th century, Gibran 
interweaves the literature of ancient 
and modern, and east and west.

Many writers from many cultures 
influenced Gibran so his work 
(especially The Prophet) was designed 
to be universal. Discuss with students 
the universal nature of this poetry. 
The most important aspect is that it is 
about friendship (in any culture) and 
the poem is written from the point 
of view of a traveller stopping and 
talking to a group of people he hasn’t 
met before (i.e. a perfect forum for 
such a universal discussion).

For question one, students first need 
to find the line that ‘love that only 
seeks its own ends’ is a paraphrase 
of (love that seeks aught but the 
disclosure of its own mystery).

1 Gibran says that love that 
seeks its own ends is not 
love at all, but is insincere, 
and not worth very much.

2 Answers will vary. You 
may wish to put students 
into groups or pairs for 
this exercise. The most 
important thing is that 
they can recognise that 
different writers have similar 
qualities.

3 Because the writer is 
offering guidance for life 
and discussing philosophical 
ideas.

4 Yes. He gives helpful advice 
to strangers, and he speaks 
in a gentle, patient way. 
He explains poetically and 
beautifully the value of 
friendship.

   The Prophet
by Gibran Khalil Gibran

 Objectives
 After completing the 
lesson, students will 
be able to:

■  identify the influence 
of earlier writers on 
Gibran’s poetry;

■  find and discuss 
similarities and 
differences among 
literary texts.

Warm-up
1  Suggested 

answer: Your 
friend is someone 
who helps you 
when you are 
in difficulty. The 
phrase says 
that friendship 
is based on 
generosity, that to 
be a true friend is 
to give everything 
you have to your 
friend.

2  The use of the 
English language 
reflects the poet’s 
interest in British 
poetry and the 
influence of 
Romantic poetry.

nswers
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The Prophet
by Gibran Khalil Gibran (1883–1931)

Warm-up
1  What does the following phrase mean, ‘Your friend is your needs answered’? What does it say   

 about friendship?
2  Why do you think Gibran wrote The Prophet in English?

The Prophet is a book of 26 poems written in English by the Lebanese writer and painter Gibran 
Khalil Gibran. In the book, the prophet Almustafa is leaving the foreign city of Orphalese after 
twelve years. As he is about to board the ship that will take him home, he is stopped by a group 
of people who he discusses many important issues with. They talk about life and the human 
condition. The book is divided into chapters dealing with themes ranging from marriage and 
children, eating and giving, to pain, self-knowledge, talking and death.
Gibran wrote The Prophet in English and used the tone and rythm of 17th century English text. He 
joins many different philosophies and ideals in a rich mixture of wisdom.
The character Almustafa insists upon the bonds between all men, the links between all forms of 
life, and the importance of continuity. 
Gibran was deeply affected by a number of British poets. The Romantic poets, such as Coleridge, 
Shelley and Burns, heavily influenced him; though he was most impressed by William Blake, 
whose work helped to shape both Gibran’s writing and painting.

And a youth said, ‘Speak to us of Friendship.’
And he answered, saying:
Your friend is your needs answered.
He is your field which you sow with love and reap with thanksgiving.

And he is your board and your fireside.
For you come to him with your hunger, and you seek him for peace.

When your friend speaks his mind you fear not the ‘nay’ in
your own mind, nor do you withhold the ‘ay’.
And when he is silent your heart ceases not to listen to his heart;
For without words, in friendship, all thoughts, all desires, 
all expectations are born and shared, with joy that is unacclaimed.
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When you part from your friend, you grieve not;
For that which you love in him may be clearer in his 
absence, as the mountain to the climber is clearer from the plain.
And let there be no purpose in friendship save the deepening of the spirit.
For love that seeks aught but the disclosure of its own mystery
is not love but a net cast forth: and only the unprofitable is caught.

And let your best be for your friend.
If he must know the ebb of your tide, let him know its flood also.
For what is your friend that you should seek him with hours to kill?
Seek him always with hours to live.
For it is his to fill your need, but not your emptiness.
And in the sweetness of friendship let there be laughter, and sharing of pleasures.
For in the dew of little things the heart finds its morning and is refreshed.

Comprehension Questions
1  What is love that only seeks its own ends? What does this mean?
2  Read through the text again and see if you can spot any similarities between this passage 

and any other literature you find interesting (it doesn’t need to be from this book). Look for 
similarities such as language, imagery and structure. Write a paragraph on what you have found.

3  Why do you think Gibran chose the title The Prophet for this series of poems?
4  Would you say that the traveller, Almustafa, is a friendly person?
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The literature of the early 20th 
century was distinguished by a 
series of writers who explored the 
complexity of human psychology 
and the central importance of 
people’s emotional and sensual 
life. D.H. Lawrence, for example, 
revealed his characters’ innermost 
emotions as they tried to make 
sense of the brutalising world they 
lived in (as in ‘The Rocking Horse 
Winner’). This attempt to get into 
regions beneath  ‘superficial’ reality 
was taken a step further by Virginia 
Woolf. She used her very acute 
sense of emotions to examine the 
processes of the human mind. She 
brilliantly exposed the spontaneous 
flow of her characters’ thoughts, 
impressions and emotions. In the 
last part of To the Lighthouse – after 
Mrs Ramsay had died – she was 
able to recreate the same emotional 
intimacy with the other characters.

The writing of Virginia Woolf is 
supposed to flow in the manner 
in which people think; so not 
necessarily in a linear progression. 
Woolf’s writing is in that sense the 
culmination of centuries of humanist 
literature. 

Students should recognise how 
much emphasis the writer puts on 
individual thought and emotions 
– they should also be able to 
recognise the technique (stream 
of consciousness), although it will 
probably be new to them. They 
should be able to discuss how 
this writing has evolved from the 
Romantics (who concentrated on the 
individual).

Ask students what they think of 
Woolf’s writing: do they find it 
difficult to follow? Do they think it is 
realistic or evocative? Do they like it?

1 It follows a pattern of free 
associations.

2 Suggested answer: It could 
be a physical description 
of Rose that suggests that, 
apart from a large mouth, 
she is otherwise beautiful. 
It could also mean that she 
talks too much, and is not 
careful with what she says.

3 Central thought: she does 
not want her children to 
grow up. Digressions: 
descriptions of her children’s 
personalities and qualities; 
Mrs Ramsay’s love of babies; 
how the children amuse 
themselves; her husband’s 
reaction to the way she 
feels.

4 students’ own answers 
Make sure the students refer 
closely to the text to come 
to their own conclusions.

 Objectives
 After completing the 
lesson, students will 
be able to:

■  identify and 
describe the writing 
technique ‘stream of 
consciousness’;

■  give examples of 
how ‘stream of 
consciousness’ works 
in To the Lighthouse.

Warm-up
1  Allow students to 

make their own 
answers for this 
question. The 
term refers to a 
person’s thoughts 
and conscious 
reactions to 
events as they 
happen.

2  A lighthouse is 
a tower on the 
coast that has a 
bright, revolving 
light at the top of 
it. It warns ships 
that the coast is 
near. 

 Dear diary, I can 
hear the wind 
howling outside, 
whipping up surf. 
I lie awake and 
worry about the 
dangers faced by 
sailors on a night 
like this.

nswers

To the Lighthouse
by Virginia Woolf
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To the Lighthouse
by Virginia Woolf (1882–1941)

Warm-up
1  What do you understand by the term ‘stream of consciousness’? 

Write a brief explanation of what you think it means.
2  What is a lighthouse? Imagine you live in one and write a brief diary entry.

It is a stormy night and you are alone. What are you thinking about?

Virginia Woolf was one of the most ambitious and important writers of the 20th century. Few other 
writers have managed to enter the inner depths of their characters with such subtlety and care. She 
follows the stream of consciousness, or thought patterns, of her characters so that the reader feels 
he or she can see inside their minds. This detailed approach to writing, which was also used by 
James Joyce, revolutionised novel writing.
To the Lighthouse is not an easy book to summarise. It is more interesting because of how it is 
written than because of what it is about. The broad outline suggests that little happens, but Virginia 
Woolf’s attention to detail and to the way we see things and think about them means that small 
events occur on every page and each of them is important.
The novel is divided into three parts. The first part, ‘The Window’, covers only one day; we are 
introduced to the Ramsay family and the guests who join them on holiday on a Scottish Island 
called Skye. James Ramsay, who is six years old, longs to visit a nearby lighthouse, and his mother 
assures him they will go the next day. The children’s desire to visit the lighthouse brings the first 
part together. However, Mr Ramsay says that they won’t go because the weather will not be suitable. 
Mrs Ramsay appears to be an optimistic character, yet later in the book, her husband mentions 
that she is often pessimistic. This is not the writer being inconsistent. Terms such as optimism and 
pessimism are useful to us because they are clear-cut. Human feelings, however, are rarely so clear, 
and are often too complex for such obvious labels.
Mrs Ramsay’s optimism about the visit to the lighthouse is actually unrealistic (because of the 
weather). Her positive attitude is an effort to compensate for the world’s disappointments, which 
she knows a lot about. Pessimism is the reason for her show of optimism, though even pretending to 
be optimistic can have a positive effect on the world.
The writer also notes that James had looked forward to the visit ‘for years and years it seemed’. 
A major part of the novel is that time, as it is experienced, often seems different from the length 
of time shown on the clock. Time, in the book, is elastic, a sensation that everyone knows. For 
example, an enjoyable experience may seem to pass in seconds, when the clock shows that it 
actually lasted several minutes. The opposite is also something most people know. The strength of 
James’s desire for adventure makes the period seem much longer than is actually logically possible. 
This is not the only way in which time is used, as in the second half of the book, ‘Time Passes’, ten 
years have passed. We learn of the death of Mrs Ramsay, and of her children Andrew and Prue; the 
house is also starting to decay. The First World War has come and gone. Despite its horrific results, 
life goes on, and the family and friends are back on the island.
In the final part of the book, ‘The Lighthouse’, Mr Ramsay takes his youngest children, James and 
Cam, to the lighthouse. Lily Briscoe, the artist, finds peace in the pleasure of being in this place, 
and a visitor, Mr Carmichael, recognises that much has stayed the same despite the time that has 
passed and the intervening trauma of the war. 
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Lily finishes the painting she began ten years earlier and thinks of her dead friend, Mrs Ramsay.
The following extract is from the first part of the book, ‘The Window’. Mrs Ramsay is with one of her 
children, James, and is thinking about how sad it will be when all her children have grown up.

Nothing made up for the loss. When she read just now to James, ‘and there were numbers of soldiers 
with kettle-drums and trumpets,’ and his eyes darkened, she thought, why should they grow up and 
lose all that? He was the most gifted, the most sensitive of all her children. But all, she thought, were full 
of promise. Prue, a perfect angel with the others, and sometimes now, at night especially, she took one’s 
breath away with her beauty. Andrew – even her husband admitted that his gift for mathematics was 
extraordinary. And Nancy and Roger, they were both wild creatures now, scampering about over the 
country all day long. As for Rose, her mouth was too big, but she had a wonderful gift with her hands. If 
they had charades, Rose made the dresses; made everything; liked best arranging tables, flowers, anything. 
She did not like it that Jasper should shoot birds; but it was only a stage; they all went through stages. Why 
she asked, pressing her chin on James’s head should they grow up so fast? Why should they go to school? She 
would have liked always to have had a baby. She was happiest carrying one in her arms. Then people might 
say she was tyrannical, domineering, masterful, if they chose: she did not mind. And, touching his hair with 
her lips, she thought, he will never be so happy again, but stopped herself, remembering how it angered her 
husband that she should say that. Still it was true. They were happier now than they would ever be again. 
A tenpenny tea set made Cam happy for days. She heard them stamping and crowing on the floor above her 
head the moment they woke […] and so she went down and said to her husband, Why must they grow up 
and lose it all? Never will they be so happy again. And he was angry. Why take such a gloomy view of life? he 
said. It is not sensible. For it was odd; and she believed it to be true; that with all his gloom and desperation 
he was happier, more helpful on the whole, than she was. Less exposed to human worries – perhaps that 
was it. He always had his work to fall back on. Not that she herself was ‘pessimistic’, as he accused her of 
being. Only she thought life – and a little strip of time presented itself to her eyes – her fifty years. There it 
was before her – life.

Comprehension Questions
1   The passage is an example of ‘stream of consciousness’. Do Mrs Ramsay’s thoughts follow a 

logical pattern or a random pattern?
2   What do you think Mrs Ramsay means when she says Rose’s ‘mouth was too big’?
3   Mrs Ramsay’s thought pattern is formed by one main thought and various smaller thoughts, 

which are linked to the central idea. What is the central idea? Give some examples of the other 
thoughts.

4   Do you think Mrs Ramsay’s thoughts that her children will never ‘be so happy again’ are true?
Or do you agree with her husband? Why do you think she feels like this?
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Rupert Brooke is remembered as a war poet, even though 
he was writing long before the war started and his writing 
was markedly different from other leading poets who 
wrote about World War I. His reputation is based on 
poems like A Song and a collection of six sonnets whose 
subject matter concerns the war and its soldiers. However, 
unlike other war poets, Brooke never experienced military 
action. His poems are therefore filled with untested 
patriotic sentiment and romantic notions of death. 

From his prize-winning poetry at school in 1905 to his final 
pieces of work in 1915, Rupert Brooke’s style remained 
heavily influenced by Romantic poetry from around 
150 years earlier. William Wordsworth, one of the most 
famous Romantic poets, described good poetry as ‘the 
spontaneous overflow of powerful feeling’ and Brooke’s 
poetry marks the continuation of this idea into twentieth 
century poetry. Both Song and A Song focus on powerful 
feelings (of love and mourning) and invoke the imagery 
of nature as a method of expression. This comparison 
between one’s emotional landscape and one’s natural 
surroundings is also typical of Romantic poetry.  

By the time war had broken out in 1914, other poets 
were certainly writing about nature. They usually did it 
in order to contrast it with the destruction of war; nature 
is everything calm and beautiful, while war is everything 
violent and ugly. While Brooke continued to write about 
the emotional experiences of his heart in relation to 
nature, other poets wrote about the physical traumas of 
war. The opening lines of Wilfred Owen’s famous poem 
Dulce Et Decorum Est are about the kinds of pain, suffering 
and trials that Brooke never experienced: ‘Bent double, 
like old beggars under sacks, / Knock-kneed, coughing 
like hags, we cursed through sludge’. Siegfried Sassoon’s 
poem ‘The Hero’ does not write of his dead protagonist as 
someone ‘danc[ing] apart’ or merely ‘pass[ed] on’, but as 
someone who was ‘Blown to small bits’. 

Brooke didn’t experience enough of the war to have 
his poetry radically altered. Song and A Song are both 
essentially Romantic poems: one romanticising love and 
the other death. Even though A Song is about war, it 
seems to be unaffected by war in a way that the poetry of 
Owen and Sassoon was not. 

Give students the extracts of poetry by Owen and Sassoon 
and make sure they understand how Brooke’s poetry is 
different. Do they think it is necessary to be so graphic in 
order to present the poignancy of love or death? 

‘Song’ and ‘A Song’ 
by Rupert Brooke

 Objectives
 After 
completing 
the lesson, 
students will be 
able to:

■ describe the 
influence of 
war on Rupert 
Brooke’s poetry;

■ analyse and 
describe how 
Brooke’s poetry 
is different to 
that of other 
war poets. 

1 ‘Frore’ is a poetic word 
that means ‘frozen’. 
As a poet, Brooke 
probably chose this 
word because of its 
literary register and 
because it rhymes with 
the word ‘more’ used in 
a later line. His poetry is 
full of rich imagery and 
language, so it seems 
that he considered a 
word like ‘frore’ to be 
better suited than a 
more commonplace 
one like ‘frozen’. 

2 Similarities: They both 
have almost identical 
titles; both talk about 
nature the wind and 
the weather; both talk 
about the speaker’s 
heart; both are 12 lines 
long.

 Differences: Song is 
about love and A Song 
is about death; Song is 
only about the speaker 
as he mentions his 
own heart four times, 
whereas A Song is 
about the speaker and 
somebody else (‘But 
you see not. You pass 
on’); Song was written 
before the war began 
and A Song after.   

3 Song is about a lost 
love and A Song is 
mourning somebody 
who died. Allow 
students to present 
evidence from the 
poem to indicate which 
is which. Answers 
should draw on the 
kind of features listed in 
question 2.

4 students’ own answers 

nswers
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‘Song’ and ‘A Song’  
by Rupert Brooke (1887–1915)

Rupert Brooke was born in England in 1887 to an academic family. He was a good student, well 
known for his intelligence, sporting talents and popularity. He won a scholarship to study at 
the University of Cambridge, where he studied alongside Virginia Woolf. He later became friends 
with writers such as E.M. Forster, and politicians such as Winston Churchill. When Brooke wrote 
Song in 1912, he was troubled by the end of a long relationship with Katherine Laird Cox. He 
expressed his pain in relation to the changing seasons in the English countryside. 
When World War I started in 1914, Brooke began writing poetry in praise of England and in 
support of its soldiers. This poetry was idealistic, as if he were defending his way of life 
through his writing. His war poetry (written from 1914 onwards) is more upbeat than that of 
other poets writing at the same time, such as Siegfried Sassoon and Wilfred Owen. Brooke 
died in 1915, while other poets lived on to write about the war until its end in 1918. Some 
critics and historians think Brooke would not have published his earliest war poetry if he 
had fully experienced the bad things that happened in Europe between 1915 and 1918. 

Song
All suddenly the wind comes soft,

 And Spring is here again;

And the hawthorn quickens with buds of green,

And my heart with buds of pain.

My heart all Winter lay so numb

The earth so dead and frore,

That I never thought the Spring would come,

Or my heart wake any more.

But Winter’s broken and earth has woken,

And the small birds cry again;

And the hawthorn hedge puts forth its buds,

And my heart puts  forth its pain.

(1912)

Comprehension Questions
1   What do you think ‘frore’ might mean? Use the other imagery (of winter cold and dead 

earth) to guess. Why do you think Brooke chose to use this difficult word? 
2  Find two similarities and two differences between the two poems. 
3   In one of the poems the speaker is longing for the person he loves, and in the other he 

is mourning somebody who has died. Which poem do you think is which? Give evidence 
from both poems. 

4   Do you think Brooke’s poetry changed in the three years between the poems? Do you 
think it would have changed, or changed even more, if he had lived until the end of the 
war in 1918? Give reasons for your answers.

A Song
As the Wind, and as the Wind,

In a corner of the way,

Goes stepping, stands twirling,

Invisibly, comes whirling,

Bows before, and skips behind,

In a grave, an endless play

So my Heart, and so my Heart,

Following where your feet have gone,

Stirs dust of old dreams there;

He turns a toe; he gleams there,

Treading you a dance apart.

But you see not. You pass on.

(1915)
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Students should now be able to 
discuss several types of literature, 
how they can overlap, and how the 
development of several genres is 
often linked. Essays often consist of 
critical commentaries on other forms 
of literature, so this is an important 
link to point out. 

The purpose of these pages is to 
get students thinking about a form 
of literature (essays) that is a part of 
everyday life. Students will have their 
own opinion and each one should 
be encouraged to discuss it, just 
as journalists and other writers do 
when they compose an essay in any 
language. 

At the end of this section students 
should be able to talk about an 
important and widespread literary 
form, and how it has evolved.

Pre-Discussion
The first step for students is to think 
about newspapers, and/or specific 
writers and how they write.

Focus on Literary Forms

 Objectives
 After completing the 
lesson, students will be 
able to:
■ define the literary essay;
■  compare and contrast the 

two main categories of 
essay, formal and informal;

■  distinguish the essay from 
other literary genres such 

 as poetry and fiction.

Warm-up
This section differs from the 
previous ones. The following 
four pages are a continuation 
of the same subject. As a 
result, there are extra, and 
more varied Warm-up exercises 
on this page, while pages 30 
and 31 do not have Warm-up 
exercises.

1  A novel tells a fictional 
story, while an essay 
offers critical comment 
on a chosen subject.

2  A persuasive essay 
tries to convince the 
reader to accept the 
writer’s opinion or take 
a course of action.

3  Introduction of essay 
– what are you writing 
about? What do you 
aim to show?

 Points in favour of 
the maxims – e.g. 
values govern human 
beings, which have not 
changed.

 Points against – e.g. life 
has changed so much 
in 2000 years, how is it 
still relevant?

 Conclusion
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Focus on Literary Forms

Warm-up

1  Work in pairs. What are the main differences between an essay and a novel?

2  What do you think a ‘persuasive essay’ tries to do?

3  Work in pairs. Write a brief essay plan for the following topic: ‘The Maxims of 

Ptahhotep are still relevant to society today.’ Discuss both sides of the argument. 

Write a heading for each stage of your argument. Then write a few brief points 

beneath each heading. This is a plan and not a completed essay. You should make 

sure, however, that your ideas are communicated fully and that you could write a 

good essay from your plan.

An essay is a short work of non-fiction that explores a specific topic. In 1580, 

the French philosopher Michel Montaigne published a new form of short prose 

discussions called Essais, which means ‘experiments’ or ‘attempts’. Four hundred 

years later, Montaigne is still cre
dited with creating the modern essay. It went 

on to become an incredibly important genre of literature in the English-speaking 

world. The essay first flourished during a time of social change in Britain, when 

Samuel Johnson, Joseph Addison and Richard Steele wrote essays that helped their 

readers ask and answer questions about themselves – Who am I? What should I do? 

In the 18th century, Britain’s middle class – lawyers, shopkeepers and merchants 

– was growing. This new class read the new form of writing and the essay became 

very popular. From Johnson’s moral instruction to Addison’s amusing comments, the 

essay set new ideals for – or exposed new follies in – the rising middle class. 

With the huge amount of magazines, newspapers and journals today (both paper 

and online) this type of writing is now a big part of our daily lives.

Most essays fall into one of two main categories:

• Formal essays use a serious tone and dignified language, and often analyse   

 public issues or important events.

• Informal essays, also called personal essays, use a more casual tone and   

 explore everyday topics in a relaxed, conversational style.

‘ A GOOD ESSAY … MUST DRAW ITS CURTAIN AROUND US, BUT IT MUST BE A 

CURTAIN THAT SHUTS US IN, NOT OUT.’

Virginia Woolf
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Warm-up

1  Work in pairs. What are the main differences between an essay and a novel?

2  What do you think a ‘persuasive essay’ tries to do?

3  Work in pairs. Write a brief essay plan for the following topic: ‘The Maxims of 

Ptahhotep are still relevant to society today.’ Discuss both sides of the argument. 

Write a heading for each stage of your argument. Then write a few brief points 

beneath each heading. This is a plan and not a completed essay. You should make 

sure, however, that your ideas are communicated fully and that you could write a 

good essay from your plan.

An essay is a short work of non-fiction that explores a specific topic. In 1580, 

the French philosopher Michel Montaigne published a new form of short prose 

discussions called Essais, which means ‘experiments’ or ‘attempts’. Four hundred 

years later, Montaigne is still cre
dited with creating the modern essay. It went 

on to become an incredibly important genre of literature in the English-speaking 

world. The essay first flourished during a time of social change in Britain, when 

Samuel Johnson, Joseph Addison and Richard Steele wrote essays that helped their 

readers ask and answer questions about themselves – Who am I? What should I do? 

In the 18th century, Britain’s middle class – lawyers, shopkeepers and merchants 

– was growing. This new class read the new form of writing and the essay became 

very popular. From Johnson’s moral instruction to Addison’s amusing comments, the 

essay set new ideals for – or exposed new follies in – the rising middle class. 

With the huge amount of magazines, newspapers and journals today (both paper 

and online) this type of writing is now a big part of our daily lives.

Most essays fall into one of two main categories:

• Formal essays use a serious tone and dignified language, and often analyse   

 public issues or important events.

• Informal essays, also called personal essays, use a more casual tone and   

 explore everyday topics in a relaxed, conversational style.

‘ A GOOD ESSAY … MUST DRAW ITS CURTAIN AROUND US, BUT IT MUST BE A 

CURTAIN THAT SHUTS US IN, NOT OUT.’

Virginia Woolf

Focus on Literary Forms  
Warm-up

1  Work in pairs. What are the main differences between a novel and an essay?

2  What do you think a ‘persuasive essay’ tries to do?

3  Work in pairs. Write a brief essay plan for the following topic: ‘Satire is the best 

way to criticise society.’ Discuss both sides of the argument. Write a heading for 

each stage of your argument. Then write a few brief points beneath each heading. 

This is a plan and not a completed essay. You should make sure, however, that your 

ideas are laid out fully and that you could write a good essay from your plan.

An essay is a short work of non-fiction that explores a specific topic. In 1580, 

the French philosopher Michel Montaigne published a new form of short prose 

discussions called Essais, which means ‘experiments’ or ‘attempts’. Four hundred 

years later, Montaigne is still cre
dited with creating the modern essay. It went 

on to become an incredibly important genre of literature in the English-speaking 

world. The essay first became popular during a time of social change in Britain, 

when Samuel Johnson, Joseph Addison and Richard Steele wrote essays that helped 

their readers ask and answer questions about themselves – Who am I? What should 

I do? 

In the 18th century, Britain’s middle class – lawyers, shopkeepers and merchants 

– was growing. This new class read the new form of writing and the essay became 

very popular. From Johnson’s moral instruction to Addison’s amusing comments, the 

essay set new standards for – or revealed new follies in – the rising middle class. 

With the huge amount of magazines, newspapers and journals today (both paper 

and online) this type of writing is now a big part of our daily lives.

Most essays fall into one of two main categories:

•  Formal essays use a serious tone and dignified language, and often analyse 

public issues or important events.

•  Informal essays, also called personal essays, use a more casual tone and 

explore everyday topics in a relaxed, conversational style.

‘ A GOOD ESSAY … MUST DRAW ITS CURTAIN AROUND US, BUT IT MUST BE A 

CURTAIN THAT SHUTS US IN, NOT OUT.’

Virginia Woolf
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Students should be able to discuss 
various forms of essay writing. They 
should be able to use some of the 
technical terms given when referring 
to essays or articles in a discussion.

Students do not need to learn all the 
terms on this page; they only need 
to understand what the definitions 
mean. Introduce the table and 
discuss it as a class, as a way of 
introducing each essay type. Elicit 
different examples from the students 
as you go through the definitions. 
You may wish to bring in newspaper 
articles to show round or analyse 
with the class.

Students should think about the 
questions individually, then discuss 
them in pairs or in groups. This 
should be followed by a class 
discussion. Remember students 
do not need to remember every 
technical definition of the various 
essay types, but they should 
understand the definitions and be 
able to think of examples. 

Students should understand that 
although there are many different 
types of essay, writers will often 
combine two or more different 
styles.

Purposes of  Essay Writing

 Objectives
 After completing 
the lesson, students 
will be able to:

■  identify six 
varieties of essay 
and compare and 
contrast one with 
another;

■  relate their reading 
to their own 
experiences.

1 Good narrative essay: 
research into subject, first-
hand evidence, must be 
interesting/entertaining.

 Good argumentative essay: 
use evidence persuasively, 
be easily understood.

2 Critical essays, for example, 
are very common – most 
long magazine reviews of 
art, music or film can be 
considered as an essay. But 
it is hard to say which is the 
most common.

3 students’ own answers

nswers
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Purposes of Essay Writing
Within the two broad categories, essays can be further classified in a variety of ways. One way 
to classify an essay is according to the author’s purpose.

• A narrative essay tells a true story about real people or events.
• A persuasive essay, also called an argumentative essay, tries to convince the reader to 
 accept the writer’s opinion about something or to take a course of action.
•  A descriptive essay, sometimes called an observational essay, uses details from the world

to create a portrait of a person, a place or an object.
• An expository essay presents information, discusses an idea, or explains a process.

A good essay writer, or essayist, often combines different types of essay writing to achieve his 
or her broader purpose. So, a narrative essay might include descriptive passages, whereas a 
persuasive essay might contain expository passages or narrative anecdotes (short stories based 
on personal experience).

Types of Essay
Essays may be classified by topic or by the writer’s approach to the topic.

For many essays, these categories may overlap. For example, an essay may be both 
autobiographical and humorous or another might be satirical and analytical at the same time.
A persuasive essay might also be satirical if it uses irony to try to change the reader’s ideas.

Comprehension Questions
1  What do you think makes a good narrative or argumentative essay?
2  There are several types of essays. Which do you think is the most common today? 
3  What is your favourite type of essay? Why?

Type Definition
Autobiographical essay Presents the writer’s perspective on events from his or her 

life
Analytical essay Explores a topic by breaking it down into parts
Critical essay Analyses and evaluates the good and bad points of a 

subject, such as a literary or artistic piece of work
Reflective essay Expresses the writer’s thoughts and feelings on a topic 

that is personally significant
Humorous essay Presents a topic in an amusing way
Satirical essay Ridicules, mocks or questions actions, attitudes, or social 

institutions
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The purpose of this section is to 
show students how to ‘decode’ an 
essay – how to understand the reason 
behind it and how this affects the 
way it has been written, and how it is 
meant to appeal to its readers – and 
this should help them understand 
why essays are so popular. 

The reading strategies given here will 
help students understand almost any 
other type of document too. As well 
as concentrating on the argument 
and structure of the essay it is also 
important to understand why it has 
been written.

The text says that essays are a way 
to explore questions about ourselves 
and the world that we live in. Essays 
certainly are a way to do this, but 
students may disagree as to their 
importance in this respect. Encourage 
discussion on this. Students should 
write a paragraph on both of the 
questions and these should be 
collected in to be marked by you.

Essay styles will vary, but often they 
will leave the reader wanting to think 
about what they have just read. This 
is an important part of essay writing, 
which is often meant to test opinions 
or link theories.

 Objectives
 After completing the 
lesson, students will 
be able to:

■  explain the original 
meaning of the term 
‘essay’;

■  use appropriate 
strategies for 
reading and 
decoding essays.

Strategies for Reading an Essay

1 Looking for evidence of 
purpose.

2 To help you decide what 
parts are relevant today.

3 Keep people informed, 
challenge people to think, 
entertain.

nswers
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Strategies for Reading an Essay  
Use these strategies as you read essays.
• Recognise Author’s Purpose As you read an essay, look for evidence of the writer’s purpose, or 

reason for writing. Understanding what the author is trying to do helps you interpret what you 
read.

• Use Historical and Cultural Context Place an essay in its historical and cultural context by 
identifying beliefs and ideas from the period and the culture in which it was written. Compare 
the essay’s historical and cultural contexts with those of today to recognise those aspects of 
the text that remain relevant.

• Break Down Sentences Break down long sentences into the main clause and its related parts. 
Then identify details that answer the who, what, where, when, why or how questions about 
these actions.

• Drawing Inferences
 To appreciate a writer’s attitudes, you need to draw inferences – reach logical conclusions   
 about what the writer leaves unsaid. 

An Apology for Plainspeaking by Leslie Stephen (1832–1914)
This essay was published in 1890 by Leslie Stephen, the father of Virginia Woolf and Vanessa 
Bell. Here, he advocates plain speech; that is, speaking honestly and without being elaborate 
or insincere. The word ‘apology’ does not mean to be sorry here, but to be in support of an idea. 
In this extract from the essay’s introduction, he argues that people who speak honestly and 
communicate sincerely are often mocked for their openness. He criticises the pressure society puts 
on people to behave in a certain way. This ‘reserve’, as he calls it, when speaking of your beliefs or 
communicating with others, is false and dishonest.

All who would govern their intellectual course by no other aim than the discovery of truth, and who would 
use their faculty of speech for no other purpose than open communications of their real opinions to others, 
are met by protests from various quarters. Such protests, so far as they imply cowardice or dishonesty, 
must of course be disregarded, but it would be most erroneous to confound all protests in the same 
summary condemnation. Reverent and kindly minds shrink from giving an unnecessary shock to the faith 
which comforts many sorely tried souls; and even the most genuine lovers of truth may doubt whether the 
time has come at which the decayed scaffolding can be swept away without injuring the foundations of the 
edifice. Some reserve, they think, is necessary, though reserve, as they must admit, passes but too easily 
into insincerity.

A paraphrase:
People who use their intellects to search for the truth, and who use their words to express sincere 
and honest opinions are often looked down upon by others. This cowardly behaviour towards 
good and honest people should, of course, be ignored. It would be wrong, however, to dismiss 
this attitude completely. Even generous personalities find it difficult to contradict those who 
criticise their lack of ‘reserve’. The most honest people may also feel uneasy about dismantling 
this framework of reserve that holds society together, because they think it will damage the very 
foundations of society. They believe that some ‘reserve’ is necessary. But they must admit that 
‘reserve’ too often slips into insincerity and dishonesty.

Comprehension Questions
1  What do you think is the most important step to understanding an essay?
2   Why is the consideration of the historical and cultural context of an essay important to  

understanding its meaning?
3  Why do you think that essays (including newspaper feature articles) are popular today?
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This section is a history lesson on 
how the essay evolved in English; 
the language in which essays had 
the greatest initial impact. Students 
should finish with an understanding 
of how the essay developed in the 
English language. 

Essays developed the most in 18th 
century England because of the 
expanding middle class, who were 
educated and had enough leisure 
time to read large numbers of books.

The three questions should check 
the students’ understanding. Once 
students have completed them 
individually, you should discuss them 
as a class.

The first question asks students to 
understand the natural consequences 
of change. For question two, students 
should use their own words to 
summarise what the first paragraph 
and four bullet points say about the 
development of the essay. The third 
question concerns the very strict 
moral values of the British middle 
class in the 18th century (who 
regarded fiction as being close to 
lying).

 Objectives
 After completing the 
lesson, students will 
be able to:

■  list reasons why 
the essay grew to 
maturity in England 
during the 18th 
century;

■  explain why the 
readership of the 
time preferred 
reading essays to 
fiction.

How the Essay Evolved

1 The nature of marriage 
became different and 
wives were encouraged to 
read by their husbands.

 Also women began to be 
able to buy many things 
that previously they had to 
make themselves.

2 students’ own answers
3 They were very 

conservative and thought 
that fiction was like lying.

nswers
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How the Essay Evolved

It was in England, with its lively social change caused by economic success, where essay writing 
developed the most.

The success of this type of writing (short pieces of prose that could be read in a single sitting), in 
England in particular, occurred for several reasons:

• The development of printing technology, which made publishing more efficient, cheaper and  
 more widespread.
• The development of the education system and the following increase in the number of people  
 who could read and write.
• The increase in numbers of middle–class readers, who were better educated than before and  
 wanted to find out about the world.
• The increase in women readers. Many men considered women their equals in marriage and   
 business, etc. and encouraged them to read. Also, many commodities could be bought from   
 shops (such as candles, soap, bread and clothes) so women didn’t have to make them at home  
 any more and had more time to read. 

These new middle–class readers had very conservative values and preferred factual writing to fiction, 
which they regarded almost as equivalent to lying. This meant that journalists became very popular, 
and two early journalists, Joseph Addison and Richard Steele (followed shortly by Samuel Johnson), 
led the way.

Comprehension Questions
1  Why do women now have more time to read?
2  Using your own words as far as possible, write a paragraph explaining why the essay evolved  
 most in England during the 18th century.
3  Why did the British middle class disapprove of fiction?
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 Objectives
 After completing the 
lesson, students will be 
able to:

■  compare and contrast 
the personalities of 
Addison and Steele; 

■  describe the career of 
Samuel Johnson;

■  compare the 18th 
century essay with 
their own experience 
of reading newspapers 
and magazines.

Warm-up
1  Suggested answer: 

Essay writing 
requires the clear 
expression of fact 
and opinion.

 Journalistic writing 
involves the same, 
but is often confined 
to smaller spaces 
on the page of a 
journal, magazine 
or newspaper. A 
journalistic article 
must therefore be 
more concise.

 Examples

 Similarities: Purpose 
is to entertain/
inform.

 Differences: 
Journalism is more 
about reporting 
information/essays 
can be speculative 
and opinionated.

2  students’ own 
answers

Essays are often about society 
and are meant to appeal to 
ordinary, reasonably educated 
people. This was a trend that 
started in England. Publications 
such as The Spectator 
contained entertaining social 
articles that often weren’t very 
serious. This fashion has been 
copied all over the world (and 
is seen today in chat shows on 
TV).

Students should be able to talk 
about the impact of Joseph 
Addison, Richard Steele 
and Samuel Johnson on the 
development of the essay. 
They should also be able to 
refer to the role in society of 
The Spectator. 

As a class they could discuss 
any popular magazines or 
similar publications that 
include articles which they and 
their friends read. Conduct a 
class survey to see what the 
most popular magazine or 
newspaper is. You may want to 
discuss any differing styles.

Early Journalists

2 Suggested answer: They 
were similar because 
they came from similar 
backgrounds and were 
both well educated. 
However, Steele was hot-
headed and left for a busy 
life in the city where he 
did jobs like managing a 
theatre and editing an early 
newspaper.

 Addison was a more 
thoughtful and careful 
person who looked for a 
respectable job in politics.

3 Suggested answer: The 
coffeehouses were places 
where middle-class and 
wealthy men would go 
to socialise. Most of 
these men would have 
been well educated, and 
were therefore able and 
enthusiastic to discuss 
the issues of the day in 
fashionable surroundings.

4 Suggested answer: 
Johnson was single-minded 
and his ambition was to 
work as a full-time writer. 
He went to London and 
wrote to The Gentleman’s 
Magazine again and 
again until he became an 
important writer for it. 
From 1750 he published his 
own magazine called The 
Rambler, until 1752. From 
1779-1781 he wrote a huge 
collection of biographies of 
English poets. All his work 
was written in a direct, 
accessible style in order to 
reach the widest possible 
readership.

1 Suggested answer: Addison 
was very well educated 
and had worked in political 
positions. He knew, 
therefore, about politics. 
He also knew how language 
was used in various contexts 
and could apply this 
knowledge to his writing as 
an early journalist.

nswers
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Early Journalists
Warm-up
1  How do you think essay writing influenced journalism? What are the similarities and 

differences between the two forms?
2  Write a detailed news report on something that has happened today. Make it concise, but 

full of relevant information. It should be easy to read and should convey the important 
issues clearly. 

Joseph Addison (1672–1719)

Joseph Addison was educated at Charterhouse School in London, where he became friends 
with Richard Steele. Both young men went to Oxford University together, but after university 
they took different paths. Steele moved to the City of London and became editor of an early 
newspaper and the manager of a theatre; Addison found a job in politics.

Scholar, Poet and Bureaucrat

In 1709, Addison read an article in The Tatler, a new magazine about literature that had 
become very popular in London. The article was signed ‘Isaac Bickerstaff’, but Addison realised 
that Richard Steele – his old friend – had written it. Soon Addison started writing articles for 
The Tatler. The two men then started another journal, The Spectator.

The Spectator was also aimed at educated members of the public. It contained essays on 
literary and moral issues, and was less concerned with politics than The Tatler. It was written 
in clear and simple language that could be understood by almost everyone who could read. 
It was printed daily and was very popular. People talked about the articles in the fashionable 
coffeehouses, which were the centre of London social and business life.

Samuel Johnson (1709–1784) 

Samuel Johnson wanted to become a writer. When Johnson arrived in London, he wrote 
to The Gentleman’s Magazine, the most successful magazine of the time. As a result of his 
many letters and ideas, he was soon writing for the magazine. From 1750 to 1752, Johnson 
published his own magazine, The Rambler, which became very popular. Between 1779 and 
1781 he wrote The Lives of the Poets, which is a selection of biographies of famous English 
poets. The work covers two hundred years and is divided into ten volumes. 

Success in the City: Johnson often wrote to meet the needs of the time. Even The Lives of the 
Poets, his last important work, happened after a publisher asked him to write it because of 
public interest in poetry during the 18th century. When he was an old man, Johnson received 
honorary degrees from Oxford University and from Trinity College, Dublin. He is buried in the 
famous Poets’ Corner in Westminster Abbey in London.

Comprehension Questions

1  What experience did Joseph Addison bring to his work as a journalist? How do you think 
this coloured his writing for The Tatler and The Spectator?

2  In your own words, describe the similarities and differences between Addison and Steele.
3  Why do you think London’s fashionable coffeehouses became places where people could 

debate and discuss the issues of the day?
4  In your own words, describe the steps by which Samuel Johnson achieved literary success.
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 Objectives
 After completing the 
lesson, students will be 
able to:

■  identify and discuss the 
influence of the essay 
or the development of 
the novel in England;

■  show how Richardson 
provided characters in 
his novels with greater 
depth and complexity.

Warm-up
1  Possible answer: 

Compared to an 
essay, a novel tells a 
fictional story.

2  Fiction changed 
to more closely 
reflect the lives and 
attitudes of those 
who read it.

Novels written in the early 
19th century, including 
great novels by authors 
such as Jane Austen, 
used the two important 
elements of the early 
English novels, namely 
a clear connection to 
reality and a focus on the 
characters, thoughts and 
feelings. They also often 
included sophisticated 
social commentary, such 
as that begun by writers 
like Steele and Addison.

Students should 
understand how essay 
writing, and journalism 
in particular, have 
contributed to the 
evolution of literature. 
They should also 
understand where the 
modern novel – which 
deals with ordinary people 
and complex psychology – 
has come from.

Students should 
appreciate that, just as 
any form of literature 
or great literary work 
can have many different 
influences, the modern 
essay (with these two key 
elements) was originally 
influenced by a group of 
writers, not an individual. 
Defoe wrote about an 
ordinary man (who 
suffered loneliness and 
hardship); and Richardson 
created a character of 
psychological depth.

The Bigger Picture

1 It made the public more 
interested in reading 
about ordinary people 
like themselves and their 
surroundings.

2 Richardson introduced 
a character who was 
lifelike because she had 
psychological depth. 
Later novels copied 
this emotional and 
psychological complexity.

3 Middle-class readers 
wanted to read about 
people and places from 
their own time, that they 
could recognise. Dickens 
and the Brontës (three 
sisters: Emily, Anne and 
Charlotte).

4 Suggested answer: 
Because it was fictional 
although Defoe used a real 
account of a shipwrecked 
sailor as the basis of the 
story. He also wrote the 
story in the first person, 
which made it more 
realistic and engaging for 
his readers.

nswers
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The Bigger Picture
Warm-up
1  What makes a novel different from other forms of prose?
2   If readers of essays had previously thought of fiction as a form 

of lying, why did they turn back to fiction in the 18th and 19th 
centuries? What do you think had changed?

18th and 19th century novels such as Wuthering Heights were, in many 
ways, an evolution of the non-fiction prose writing of this time. Prose 
fiction from earlier centuries was based on old legends, battles and 
medieval adventures. This had little appeal for the middle class, who 
wanted to read about people like themselves and the world they lived 
in. Five important literary men – Daniel Defoe, Samuel Richardson, 
Henry Fielding, Jonathan Swift and Lawrence Sterne – made fictional 
prose a form that appealed to the 18th century reader. You will not be 
surprised to learn that many of the early novelists started their careers 
in journalism. Daniel Defoe for instance wrote for several journals and 
started his own newspaper, before taking up novel writing at the age 
of sixty. His first novel, Robinson Crusoe (1719), was loosely based 
on the real-life experience of a shipwrecked sailor. The book was 
designed as a true story, written by the hero himself. This was part of 
the appeal to the conservative readers of the time. Also, the story was 
about an ordinary man who overcomes problems through hard work 
and faith. Robinson Crusoe is generally regarded as the first novel in  
the English language. 
While Defoe showed little interest in the thoughts and feelings of 
his characters, writers like Samuel Richardson, on the other hand, 
did. Richardson’s novel, Pamela, or Virtue Rewarded (1740) paid close 
attention to the thoughts of the protagonist, Pamela, who was a 
character of real psychological depth. 
Later, the novels of Charles Dickens and the Brontës had two 
important elements: they dealt with people of the time, and they 
handled complex emotional and psychological problems. 

Comprehension Questions
1  Describe how journalism with its attention to real life paved the 

way for the modern novel in 18th century Britain.
2  What important development did Richardson introduce into the 

novel?
3  What did middle–class readers want to read about? Name some 

writers mentioned in the text who achieved this.
4  Why was the story of Robinson Crusoe so original?
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Suggested Lesson Plans
Lesson 1: Reading Overview
By the end of the lesson, students should be able to:
• recognise the importance of background information to a story;
• understand the questions we should contemplate when reading a story;
• identify the literary style and devices employed by writers to consider how they contribute to the 

overall effect of the story.

NOTE:
• This overview should be covered in one lesson in order to help students prepare for the 

subsequent seven lessons on specific texts.
• Ask students to start reading the stories around fourteen days before Lesson 1. They shouldn’t 

read the stories in great detail or attempt to answer any of the questions.  

Procedures 
• Start by explaining the purpose of the Reading Overview. From this lesson, students will learn what 

questions they should be asking and thinking about when they read a new text. 
• Each heading forms part of a checklist that can be used as a guideline for studying a new text. 

When students reread each story in more detail, they should try to recall the checklist so their 
reading is guided, and their understanding is developed to a greater extent.  

• Read through the checklist as a class and invite students to see if they can think of examples to 
support each point being made.

• For the next lesson, ask students to read Under the Tree again at home, focusing on the features 
outlined in the Reading Overview.  

The Author: Who wrote this story and what do we know about them?
Knowing who wrote a story can provide us with important pieces of information about the text. It 
will tell us, for example, the period in which it was written, the preoccupations and motivations of 
the author, which other books were written by the same person, etc. Each of these things might 
give us clues about the themes and issues we might encounter. 

The Setting: Where and when is the story set? How is this significant?
Knowing the time and the place a story is set will provide help with the plot; reading about the lives 
of English women in the 21st century will be very different to reading about the lives of Roman 
women in the 1st century, for example. These details can be very important to our understanding 
of the story. However, in other stories, the time and place is not important. This is especially true of 
moral or cautionary tales where the most significant details are not in the time or place, but in the 
overall message of the story.  

The Characters: Who is the story about and what should we know about them?
There is more to understanding the characters in a story than identifying their names. We must 
question what types of people the author has chosen to write about. Are they men or women, 
old or young, rich or poor? How does the author present each type of person? Answering these 
questions can provide further clues about the author’s preoccupations, as well as the themes and 
overall meaning of the story. 

The Style: How does the author write? How do they use language, imagery and literary devices?
The style of fictional writing is usually very different from other types of writing, for example, 
scientific texts. Whereas scientific texts should be read literally, the language, imagery and 
techniques used in fiction add layers of complexity to the meaning of what we are reading. If poetic 
language is used, we might deduce that the author considers the way something is written to be 
as important as what is being written about. If the author describes nature using the imagery of 
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decay and ruin, for example, we might conclude that they are concerned about the environment. 
If they use certain devices like personification, for example, we might be made to feel more of a 
connection to what is being described, such as a car. Each of these things have an impact on the 
effect a story makes. 

Lesson 2: Under the Tree
By the end of the story, students should be able to:
• recognise the impact of oral storytelling traditions;
• recall parts of the text in order to discuss the importance of the absent author, setting and 

characterisation;
• talk about the moral of the story.

NOTE:
• Under the Tree is the shortest of the four literary texts and can be covered in one lesson. However, 

teachers may feel free to continue into the next lesson, according to students’ needs and pace, 
and according to the amount of time available. 

• Students should have read the story briefly around two weeks before Lesson 1 and more 
thoroughly after the Reading Overview as preparation for this lesson. They can write their 
comments and any questions on a separate piece of paper. 

Procedures 
• Start with a small discussion about the story. Who are the characters? What happens to each of 

them? 
• Go through the checklist with students (note that the style section is omitted because of the lack of 

one single author). Have a class discussion about the author, the setting and the characters before 
you share the information about each one.  

• Ask students to think of a one-line summary of the story. For example, ‘Death comes when we 
would stop at nothing to get what we want’. Tell them that this is the moral of the story and its 
reason for being told. 

• End the lesson by having students answer comprehension questions in the Student’s Book. 
• Tell students to re-read The Diamond as Big as the Ritz in preparation for the next lesson.

The Author   
Under the Tree has no single author and probably existed long before it was ever written down. 
It belongs to the oral tradition of storytelling – where a story is passed on by word of mouth. 
This type of storytelling has most likely been around for as long as humans have had language 
(approximately 100,000 years). Over time, the role of the professional storyteller developed. This 
was a person who travelled from place to place passing on the tales they had learnt. This was 
popular in England during Medieval times (around 500 years ago) and the most enduring kinds of 
stories were fables (short stories with a moral) and cautionary tales (short stories urging listeners to 
learn from the characters’ mistakes). When writing and printing became widespread, these stories 
were taken up by authors and written with different variations. When we identify that a story like 
Under the Tree is without a single attributed author, it allows us to unravel the story of how tales are 
passed on through time. It also serves as a reminder that while knowing about the author of a story 
can be illuminating, it isn’t a prerequisite to understanding or enjoying what we read. 

The Setting 
Stories like Under the Tree are often not tied to a particular time or place. Although certain 
authors can furnish the story with details about these things, the details are not essential to the 
plot or overall meaning of the story. We know that the locale in Under the Tree has roads, houses, 
mountains, a town and a market but each of these things could be substituted for other details 
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without altering the meaning of the story. The same is true of time in the story. There is nothing 
to indicate when the story is taking place. The story could be adapted to be set in the past, the 
present or the future without altering the underlying message. The significance of time and place 
in Under the Tree is that there are no specifics. Instead, the moral transcends localities of time or 
place; it is relevant to all times and places.

The Characters 
As is often the case with cautionary tales, the characters are more like types than like individual 
people with unique qualities. The most important characters are the traveller, the old man and the 
three young men. Even the fact that they do not have individual names indicates that we ought 
to treat them as types of people. The traveller, like the storyteller, is someone who goes from 
place to place passing on what he learns. The old man is somebody who has lived a long life and 
accumulated more wisdom than the young. The three young men are inexperienced and foolhardy. 
They haven’t yet learnt how to tame their passions. These passions – the things that guide them – 
are, in this instance, ambition and greed. There is one other ‘type’ who looms over the story and 
that is Death. It is debatable whether we can call him a character since he is not presented as a 
real person. What is significant is that the old man and three young men talk about him as if he is a 
person, more specifically as if he is their enemy. This misunderstanding about the nature of Death is 
partly responsible for the young men’s misunderstanding about how to defeat him.  

Lesson 3: The Pearl (1)
By the end of the lesson, students should be able to:
• discuss how The Pearl is similar to other works by Steinbeck;
• see how chance affects characters in The Pearl;
• recognise how authors can use literature to explore important social issues. 

NOTE:
• The Pearl should be covered over two lessons. The first lesson (Lesson 3) should be used for an 

introductory discussion and to cover the information about the author and setting. Characters, 
style and the overall meaning should be discussed in the second of the two lessons (Lesson 4). 

• Students should have read the story briefly around two weeks before Lesson 1 and more 
thoroughly after Lesson 2 as preparation for this lesson.

Procedures 
• Read the summary and start with a small discussion about the plot. 
• Ask students if they know anything about John Steinbeck. They might have heard of his most 

famous novels Of Mice and Men (1937) and The Grapes of Wrath (1939). Share the information 
about the author and his work and invite a class discussion. Students should say if there is 
anything about Steinbeck’s other work that is familiar to them based on what they read in the 
story. Is it clear from the text which social issues he found important? Encourage students to give 
examples from the story to support their ideas. 

• Then, discuss the importance of where Steinbeck chose to set his story. Ask why he may have 
decided not to set in America like many of his other novels.

• To end the lesson, ask students for their opinion about the story at this stage. Do they find 
Steinbeck’s criticism of capitalism interesting? Do they think he portrays the life of poor native 
Mexicans in an interesting manner? Whether students enjoy the story and its contents or are 
critical of it, encourage responses that use evidence from the text. 

• For the next lesson, ask students to prepare to talk about the importance of characterisation and 
style in the story. 
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Summary
Kino, Juana and their son Coyotito are a poor family who live by the sea. One day, Coyotito is stung 
by a scorpion, so Kino needs to find money to pay the doctor to cure him. When he finds a giant 
pearl, he feels their luck has changed and he will be able to afford not only a cure for his son, but 
education as well.

Many are jealous of his find and attempt to steal it from him or lie to him about its value. He tries to 
sell it, but is offered too low a price. His wife sees the greed and evil that the pearl has caused, and 
she attempts to throw it in the sea. He stops her, and they agree to leave before the evil destroys 
them.

They leave in the darkness and are followed by hunters who are trying to kill them and take the 
pearl. Kino realises he has to kill the men to be free. As Kino is about to kill the men, Coyotito 
screams and is shot by one of them. Kino kills the men, but because of his son’s death, goes back to 
the sea to throw the pearl back to where he found it.

The Author 
John Steinbeck was an American writer who won both the Pulitzer Prize (in 1940) and the Nobel 
Prize in Literature (in 1952). He was born in 1902 in California, and his mother promoted his love of 
reading and writing throughout his early childhood. He studied literature for five years at Stanford 
University, before moving to New York, without graduating, in order to work as a reporter. Ten years 
later, he finally achieved success with his novel Tortilla Flat, which concentrated on the plight of 
poor native workers in California. He returned to the topic of poverty and the exploitation of native 
peoples in The Pearl twelve years later. These topics were very important to him, and they form 
the basis of his most highly-regarded novels: Of Mice and Men and Grapes of Wrath. Because of his 
criticism of the wealthy in American society, his books were often banned and even burned in there. 
But nowadays, his works are viewed as extremely important demonstrations of how great authors 
can discuss social issues.

The Setting
The Pearl is set in the very south of Mexican California, in an extremely poor fishing town. The 
setting by the water allows a pearl to become the central symbol of the novella, which connects the 
characters with nature and fate. Their ease in the waters of the ocean causes a great contrast with 
their eventual uneasy flight through the mountains – when they leave the landscape in which they 
are comfortable, they lose everything they began with. The town itself is divided into a poor section 
for the native Mexican fishermen, and a rich section, made up of the people who came to Mexico 
from Europe hundreds of years before. The conflict between the rich, educated Europeans and the 
natives, who are cheated out of gaining wealth, is a conflict that had been going on for hundreds of 
years. By departing from the usual setting for his literature, the United States, Steinbeck was able to 
demonstrate the universality of his themes. The American Dream is the belief that all Americans, no 
matter how poor, can become rich through hard work and ambition. Even though Kino is Mexican, 
the development of his story after discovering the pearl is an example of how the American Dream 
is a myth – instead of being able to improve his son’s life, he is cheated by others’ greed.

Lesson 4: The Pearl (2)
By the end of the lesson, students should be able to:
• discuss how Steinbeck uses characterisation in The Pearl;
• identify how Steinbeck’s style contributes to the overall effect of the story.

Procedures 
• See what pieces of information students can recall about the themes that Steinbeck discusses in 

his literature, and how these themes are discussed within The Pearl. Then ask them to explain how 
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Steinbeck’s choice of setting for this story is important to his wider work.
• Invite students to the board one by one to list the names of characters they can remember from 

the novella, and ask them to discuss how the characters change during the story. Then share the 
information about characterisation and ask students how this changes their views on the book. 

• Tell the students that Steinbeck’s writing includes examples of imagery and symbolism. Give them 
a few minutes to look for examples from the text. Then, share the information about style and see 
if anyone found similar examples in their search.

• End the lesson by having students complete the comprehension questions about the story. 

The Characters
The Pearl’s main characters the are family unit of Kino, Juana and Coyotito. Kino is a strong and 
simple young man who loves his family and, when the opportunity presents itself to him, wants 
to improve their status in life. However, this deep love is his undoing, as he is unable to let the life 
that he has foreseen for them slip away. Juana is more detached from the ambition that the pearl 
causes and is able to realise the danger that it entails, both from external forces, the humans who 
would cheat him or steal from him, and from within Kino, his obsession with the wealth the pearl 
could bring. This detachment means she sees what will happen, but she is too loyal and submissive 
to be able to make Kino see the danger that the pearl causes. Coyotito is merely a vehicle for 
Kino’s ambitions, but his very name provides an element of dramatic foreshadowing. It means ‘little 
coyote’, and he is later shot by hunters who believed that he was shooting at a baby coyote. The 
hunters are part of an array of characters who seek to attack the family and steal their hopes away 
from them. The doctor and the pearl buyers represent the rich Europeans who seek to exploit the 
poor for their own gain, and who hold little regard for the fact that they are people. But the main 
force of evil in the story is arguably the pearl itself. At first, it is a pure and beautiful object from 
nature. Later, it becomes a malevolent presence that Juana believes is the cause of the negative 
effects on her family, rather than the actions of Kino and his enemies.

The Style
Steinbeck makes frequent use of imagery related to the music of Kino’s ancestors. They enable 
us to hear the thoughts and emotions of the main character. All the songs can mean different 
things depending on context, however, and depending on whether or not they are mixed with 
other songs. The ‘Song of the Family’ is a joyous, reassuring song for Kino when life is simple, but 
when the scorpion comes, it is a song of anxiety. The ‘Song of the Pearl’ is a song of hope and 
opportunity, but ultimately leads to Coyotito’s death. However, the use of music is not limited to 
the songs that the characters hear. Steinbeck makes frequent use of ‘and’. ‘And’ is used more than 
usual to join lists and sentences together, and it begins sentences in order to keep a constant 
rhythm through the text. This rhythm reflects the waves crashing onto the beach and the music of 
Kino’s family.

Lesson 5: The Diamond as Big as the Ritz (1) 
By the end of the story, students should be able to:
• talk about American society in the 1920s;
• identify the prevalent themes in the writing of F. Scott Fitzgerald;
• see how the concerns of Fitzgerald’s day can be explored through the story’s setting. 

NOTE:
• The Diamond as Big as the Ritz should be covered over two lessons. The first lesson (Lesson 5) 

should be used for an introductory discussion and to cover the information about the author and 
setting. Characters, style and the overall meaning should be discussed in the second of the two 
lessons (Lesson 6). 

• Students should have read the story briefly around two weeks before Lesson 1 and more 
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thoroughly after Lesson 4 as preparation for this lesson. They can write their comments and any 
questions on a separate piece of paper. 

Procedures
• Read the summary and start with a small discussion about the plot. As a way of testing 

comprehension, you can write three major events from the plot on the board (in the incorrect 
order) and then ask students to put them into chronological order. 

• Ask students if they know anything about Fitzgerald. They might have heard of his most famous 
novel The Great Gatsby (1925). Share the information about the author and invite a class 
discussion. Students should say if there is anything about the life of Fitzgerald that is familiar to 
them based on what they read in the story. Are any of his preoccupations apparent to them?

• Then, discuss the importance of setting before you give them further information.
• To end the lesson, ask students for their opinion about the story at this stage. Do they think 

Fitzgerald’s choice of subject is interesting? Do they think he portrays American society in the 
1920s in an engaging way? Whether students enjoy the story and its contents or are critical of it, 
encourage responses that use evidence from the text. 

• For the next lesson, ask students to be prepared to talk about the importance of characterisation 
and style in the story. 

Summary
John T. Unger visits the house of his friend, Percy Washington, who tells him that his father is the 
richest man in the world and owns a diamond as big as the Ritz-Carlton Hotel. It is built on one giant 
diamond, found by Percy’s grandfather. Percy’s father protects the secret, and his wealth, by letting 
no visitors escape and shooting down any aeroplanes that fly over.

John finds out that he will be killed and decides to leave in secret with Percy’s sisters, Catherine 
and Jasmine. As this happens, an Italian pilot who had escaped comes back with more aircraft and 
attacks the house. Percy’s father realises he is defeated, and blows up the diamond. John escapes 
with the sisters, hoping to live off the wealth that Catherine brought with her. But she accidentally 
took worthless rhinestones, so they will have to live in poverty.

The Author 
Francis Scott Key Fitzgerald (known as F. Scott Fitzgerald) was born into a middle-class family in 
Minnesota, America in 1896. He received a good education and showed great promise as a student 
of literature. As a student at Princeton, however, he put more effort into socialising than he did into 
studying. He went to parties, spent time with wealthier students and wrote for fun in his free time. 
Although his first attempts at writing were rejected by publishers, Fitzgerald went on to become 
one of the greatest writers of the twentieth century. This was partly due to his marriage to Zelda 
Sayre. Zelda was a ‘flapper’ – a term used to describe fashionable society women in 1920s America 
– and together they became celebrities of the age. The ‘roaring 20s’ (as they have come to be 
known) was a decade in thrall of youth, wealth and beauty, and the couple seemed to possess all of 
these attributes. Fitzgerald’s first novel, This Side of Paradise, had been a great success. He went 
on to write four other novels and numerous short stories, largely inspired by his life with Zelda. His 
stories are full of parties, and his characters gravitate to wherever there is wealth. The women are 
beautiful flappers, just like Zelda, who love fashion, gossip and riches. While many of Fitzgerald’s 
characters love material wealth and superficial beauty, they often do not understand the value of 
relationships. Fitzgerald was very much concerned with the morality of this lifestyle, and, without 
being moralistic, his stories attempt to question and explore the values of the age. 

The Setting
The Diamond as Big as the Ritz is set in the summer. This time of year is usually associated with 
freedom and leisure. Fitzgerald would have chosen this time of year to give his protagonist, John T. 
Unger, the luxury of choosing how he spends his time and where he goes. This particular summer 
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comes at some point in the early 20th century. Fitzgerald attributes the same preoccupations he 
was familiar with in the 1920s (youth, wealth and beauty) to the time of the story. Right from the 
outset, the age of ostentation is identifiable from the narrator’s description of the car, ‘covered in 
silk and jewels’. The description is of an expensive car in western America, but it could just as easily 
be about a beautiful dress in a New York ballroom. Even though the setting is not the roaring 20s on 
the fashionable East Coast of America, the values and themes within the story belong very much to 
Fitzgerald’s wealthy New York set. However, for the plot to be plausible, the setting has to be much 
further away from East-Coast society. Montana is in the west of America, and it is the country’s 
fourth-largest state. Despite its size, it is one of the least populated states, so it is quite conceivable 
that somebody could stumble across something unknown there and manage to keep it a secret. 
This geographical detail forms the backbone of the story: the Washingtons require isolation to keep 
their diamond a secret. 

Lesson 6: The Diamond as Big as the Ritz (2)
By the end of the lesson, students should be able to:
• see how the story’s themes are explored through characterisation;
• focus on important elements of style. 

NOTE:
• This is the second lesson on The Diamond as Big as the Ritz. Characters and style should only be 

discussed once you have covered the story summary, information about F. Scott Fitzgerald and 
ideas relating to setting in the first of the two lessons (Lesson 5).

 Procedures
• See what pieces of information students can recall about Fitzgerald and how these biographical 

details illuminate the themes within the story. Then ask them to explain how these themes are 
picked up in the story’s setting. 

• Invite students to the board one by one to list the names of characters they can remember from 
the story. Then have a discussion about which characters they think are the most important 
to Fitzgerald’s message. Share the information about characterisation and see if this changes 
students’ opinions about the significance of certain characters. 

• Tell the students that Fitzgerald’s writing includes examples of descriptive language, hyperbole 
and metaphor. Give them a few minutes to look for examples from the text. Then, share the 
information about style and see if anyone found these ‘answers’ in their search.

• End the lesson by having students complete the comprehension questions about the story. 
• Tell students to re-read Arms and the Man in preparation for the next lesson. 

The Characters
The story is populated with characters who embody particular aspects of American history and 
society. In naming his lead family ‘Washington’, Fitzgerald is inviting us to read into the name’s 
connotations and understand them to be part of the story’s main themes. The name Washington 
serves as a sign that the family’s lineage is intertwined with American history: George Washington 
was the first President of the United States of America. We also know that Percy’s grandfather left 
the family farm to travel west at the end of the Civil War. This echoes the story of many American 
families in the nineteenth century who chose to ‘go west’ to make their fortune where gold was to 
be found. We are supposed to realise that certain characters in this story personify ideas and ideals 
from America’s past. Fitzgerald doesn’t ever leave these references redundant: he draws a line from 
America’s gold-hunting past to the present day in order to cast a light on 1920s society. Braddock 
is so desperate to maintain his fortune that he loses his sense of morality: he holds men captive in 
a cage, keeps slaves and kills anyone who threatens to expose the secret of his diamond. Catherine 
and Jasmine have been so spoiled by the trappings of wealth that they have lost the sense of what 
is important in life. When Catherine reveals that John T. Unger will be killed before he has chance 
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to leave, she is more concerned about spoiling the mood of summer than acknowledging the 
horrors of what it is she is saying. When they are planning their escape, Jasmine reveals her naivety 
about what it is to be poor – ‘It will be fun, like people in books!’ Although the Washingtons might 
represent an idealised version of American history, Fitzgerald is inviting us to question the ethics 
of maintaining this morally-dubious set of traditions. How far can people go to get rich without 
compromising their humanity? After having witnessed wealth and indulgence at its most extreme, 
we are left to wonder what will become of John T. Unger, the boy who stated at the beginning of the 
story, ‘The richer someone is, the better I like him.’ Will he always like people better if they are rich, 
even if they are not good or kind?

The Style 
The language of the story lavishes upon the details of the Washington’s wealth. Fitzgerald’s 
writing calls on hyperbole and superlatives to make sure we realise just how rich the family is: 
their diamond isn’t just big; it is the biggest. And Percy’s grandfather didn’t sell pieces of it to any 
ordinary people; he sold pieces to ‘kings and emperors’. Fitzgerald uses metaphor to reinforce this 
point. When observing the captured men who have stumbled across the secret diamond, Braddock 
states, ‘These are the adventurers who were unlucky enough to find El Dorado’. Braddock isn’t 
really suggesting that the adventurers have found the fictitious city of gold, instead he is using El 
Dorado as a metaphor to emphasise the value of the land (and diamond) he has built his home and 
life upon. Fitzgerald’s writing, however, isn’t as brash as the Washington’s displays of wealth. He 
offsets their extravagant statements with moments of jarring understatement. While John is gasping 
with pleasure at the sight of the Washington’s home, Fitzgerald gives Percy the simple line, ‘We’re 
home’. To call their palace a home shocks the reader back into the real world. Fitzgerald makes sure 
that while we understand the great extent of their wealth through his use of language and writing 
techniques, we do not begin to normalise it. What we are presented with can never rightly be so 
simply called a ‘home’. This tendency to make the reader think more deeply than the surface of 
his words concludes the story, as we are left with the rather philosophical statement: ‘Everybody’s 
youth is a dream… A form of chemical madness’. Although we might understand the words and 
what they literally mean, his style forces us to question what they are really saying. 

Lesson 7: Arms and the Man (1)
By the end of the lesson, students should be able to:
• recall details about the life of George Bernard Shaw;
• see how Shaw’s interests are represented through his use of setting.

NOTE:
• There are two lessons dedicated to studying Arms and the Man. This first part (Lesson 7) will cover 

the story’s plot, its author and its setting. The second part (Lesson 8) will cover 
• Students should have read the story briefly around two weeks before Lesson 1 and more 

thoroughly after Lesson 4 as preparation for this lesson. They can write their comments and any 
questions on a separate piece of paper. 

Procedures
• Start by reading the information about George Bernard Shaw to the class. Ask if what they have 

heard about him sheds any light on the story they have just read. Have a discussion about the plot 
and invite students to say how Shaw’s interests manifest themselves in it.

• Ask students if they know anything about Bulgaria or Serbia. If not, ask how they think a wartime 
setting can be significant to a story. After reading the information to the class, ask how significant 
the setting is to this story. How does the setting contribute to the overall meaning of the plot? 

• To end the lesson, remind students to think about the importance of character and style for the 
next lesson.
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The Author
George Bernard Shaw was a playwright and author, who was famed for his comedies that 
explored the questionable nature of traditional ways of thinking. His playful approach to writing 
was extremely popular, and was a key component of his ability to please audiences. His writing 
style is so vivid and engaging that it was extremely easy to transfer to the screen, and his skill is 
demonstrated by the fact that he is the only person to have won both the Nobel Prize in Literature 
and an Academy Award. He was born in Ireland in 1856 and moved to London 20 years later. In 
London, he was very politically active, becoming a member of the Fabian Society, which believed 
in universal education and greater equality for the people. We see this political streak in his texts. 
Arms and the Man, for example, demonstrates how a talented man, Bluntschli, is worth more than 
the rich aristocrats, Sergius and Petkoff, even if we do eventually find out he is also more wealthy 
than they are. Shaw carried on writing during the First World War, publishing anti-war articles. The 
negative portrayal of the life of a soldier given by Bluntschli is compared to the positive, idealistic 
description given by Sergius in order to demonstrate Shaw’s belief in the folly of the thinking war 
can be glorious. Shaw’s modesty, reflected by Bluntschli, can be seen in his initial refusal of the 
Nobel Prize. He only accepted it after his wife persuaded him it would be a tribute to Ireland. Shaw 
met his wife in the Fabian Society, and her influence is clear in his writing, as demonstrated by the 
fiery, strong-willed character of Raina.

The Setting
Arms and the Man is set during and after the Serbo-Bulgarian War in 1885, nine years before the 
play was written. This war lasted just two weeks and ended with no border changes between the 
two countries, but with the strengthening of Bulgarian power and the weakening of the relationship 
between the two nations. This strengthening is reflected in the Petkoffs’ and Sergius’s confidence 
in their nation and wealth. But Mrs Petkoff’s declaration that they are practically historical because 
they go back twenty years demonstrates the lack of importance of the nation on a global scale, 
making it a suitable place for Shaw to set his comic play. The subject matter of political tension in 
a relatively recent war that his audience would have remembered allows Shaw to express his own 
views on war, but the relative unimportance of the war allows him to use comedy to demonstrate 
war’s folly. By using comedy to present his ideas, Shaw is able to speak thoughtfully and 
interestingly without sounding evangelical or dogmatic.

Lesson 8: Arms and the Man (2)
By the end of the lesson, students should be able to:
• discuss the importance of characterisation throughout the story;
• identify the comedic elements in Shaw’s style of writing;
• give an opinion about their favourite Reading section story.

NOTE:
• Having covered the plot, author and setting in the previous lesson (Lesson 7), students will now 

cover characterisation and style.
• This is the last lesson of the Reading section. Encourage as many students as possible to use their 

acquired reading skills by contributing to class discussions.

Procedures
• As you go through the information about characters, have students say whether or not they 

think Shaw’s portrayal of them is sufficient to getting a sense of ‘who’ they are. How might our 
understanding of the characters be different if there was a narrator to interpret what they were 
saying and doing? Through this discussion, guide students to say whether they think prose or 
drama is a more effective way of presenting characters as if they are real people.

• After reading through the description of Shaw’s style of writing, have students say if they can 
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identify any other comedic elements in the given extracts. Do they find them funny? How might an 
actor’s performance affect how humorous Shaw’s writing is?

• Have students answer the comprehension questions. 
• To bring the Reading section to a conclusion, end the lesson by asking students to say which story 

was their favourite and why. Encourage them to think of the checklist when they read stories in the 
future in order to continue looking for meaning beneath the plot surface.    

The Characters
Because there is no narrative, we have to learn about the characters based on what they say 
about themselves and what other people say about them. Quite frequently in Arms and the Man, 
there are disparities between these two perspectives. Bluntschli, for example, refers to himself, 
without self-pity, as one of the war’s victims, made ‘as nervous as a mouse’ after his experiences in 
battle. Sergius and Petkoff, on the other hand, describe him as a ‘rogue of a captain’, and remark 
that the war wouldn’t have began had it not been for ‘these foreigners’. Raina describes herself 
as ‘at heart as brave as [Bluntschli]’ even though she is ‘only a woman’. However, Sergius and 
Petkoff fail to comprehend that a woman like Raina, who would provide refuge for a fleeing soldier, 
could be anything more than ‘some patriotic young Bulgarian lady… enchanted by his persuasive 
commercial traveller’s manners.’ Sergius and Petkoff seem to be so wrapped up in their own 
rapport that they come across as derisive and closed-minded. They chatter about important topics 
– like the nature of war – but are in the habit of over-simplifying and misunderstanding things. This 
marks a contrast between Raina and Bluntschli – who talk of things like chocolate and fibbing – but 
are the only two characters who are able to find value in a person beyond what is on the surface. 
Bluntschli loves Raina because she accepted him even as a ‘fugitive, a beggar, and a starving man’, 
before she knew he was wealthy and well-esteemed. And Raina loves him in return because he is 
the first man to see beneath her melodrama and to take her ‘quite seriously’. They both see beyond 
appearances and have an affinity with each other because of this. So that matters don’t become 
too solemn, though, Shaw provides some light relief via Mrs Petkoff who launches into details of her 
family’s credentials at any given opportunity and even goes so far as to mistake a time as recent as 
twenty years ago as ‘historical’. Shaw uses characterisation to make serious points about the true 
worth of a person while maintaining a light and comic tone. 

The Style
George Bernard Shaw’s writing is distinctive because of its light and playful tone. Bluntschli is a 
soldier who would rather arm himself with chocolate than with bullets. Raina is melodramatic and 
taunts Bluntschli with talk of impossibly-high ideals. The interaction between the two, however, is 
not based on dialogue alone. Shaw has them hopping around the stage – startling each other with 
rapid and unpredictable movements – and taunting each other too with mocking faces and feigned 
indifference. Shaw made sure to include clear stage directions to make sure this physical comedy 
was present. It is a distinctive feature of his style to give specific instructions to make sure each 
scene is played to emphasise the effect he is aiming for. One scene that benefits from this stylistic 
input is the scene where Mrs Petkoff launches into a speech about her family’s credentials, spoken 
as Shaw wished it, in a ‘grandly polite’ manner. This mismatch between what she is saying and 
how she is saying it is a trademark of Shaw’s writing, used to great effect in his most-famous play, 
Pygmalion (1912). Shaw’s writing style is one that always takes into consideration how the text 
would translate from the page to the stage to make the story as entertaining as possible. 
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Under the Tree
1 the first young man
2 because they find a pot of money
3 He was wise, because he realised that humans cannot overcome Death and realised that his own long life was 

over.
4 Students’ own answers
5 Students’ own answers

The Pearl
1 They were either in his head or being sung by his wife.
2 Kino and Juan Tomas are poor fisherman. Coyotito is Kino’s baby son, and Juan Tomas is Kino’s brother.
3 his mother sucking the poison out of him and his mother making a treatment from seaweed
4 Other fisherman went back to the town and told people. In such a small town with little entertainment, news 

travels quickly.
5 He became more hopeful and ambitious, but he also became greedier.
6 Before he found out about the pearl, he refused to treat the baby, after afterwards, he treated the baby. This 

was because he wanted Kino’s money from the pearl.
7 by agreeing with each other not to offer high prices
8 Juana tried to throw the pearl away because she thought that it was dangerous. It made others want to attack 

them and made Kino think too much about money.
9 Students’ own answers
10 Students’ own answers

The Diamond as Big as the Ritz
1 They are two young Americans. They are both rich, but Percy is much richer and more privileged. They meet at 

an expensive school.
2 John starts believing Percy’s claims when he sees the incredible house and the wealth inside it.
3 Colonel Fitz-Norman Culpepper Washington, Percy’s grandfather, found it. He was chasing a squirrel when he 

found a small diamond. When he dug to find more, he realised it was a single giant diamond.
4 It had to be kept secret as it would be worthless it everyone knew about it. It was kept secret by shooting 

down aeroplanes and stopping anyone leaving who knew about it.
5 Braddock uses slaves. They speak a dialect that developed over time as they didn’t speak to anyone else.
6 Catherine and Jasmine are Percy’s sisters. They are spoiled and do not appreciate other people’s feelings or 

lives.
7 John suddenly wanted to leave when he found out he was going to be killed. He was helped as twelve planes 

attacked and distracted the guards.
8 Braddock asked God for help, but was refused.
9 Students’ own answers
10 Students’ own answers
11 Students’ own answers

Arms and the Man
1 She thinks he is a coward because he hides and eats chocolate creams.
2 He is no longer a soldier because he soldiering is not heroic. A bad trade with a Swiss captain changed his 

opinion.
3 She lied to the Bulgarian officer that Bluntschli was not in her room, and she lied to Sergius by not telling him 

about it. Bluntschli thinks every word she says is a lie.
4 They are happy because he is very wealthy. Students’ own answers
5 Bulgaria is presented as disorganised and idealistic, and Switzerland is presented as professional and practical.
6 Bluntschli talks about the difficult suffering involved in being a soldier in battle, and Sergius talks about the 

heroic possibilities available.

Reading Section Answers 
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‘Attention to scientific discourse patterns is crucial in 

getting English learners to recognise and understand 

the differences between expository and narrative 

text. Students read and process fiction and nonfiction 

differently.’

(Fred Dobb)

This book is divided into six modules. Each module deals with a 
topic that students will find relevant and interesting. A module 
consists of a main reading passage, a checkpoint, comprehension 
questions, further information, and further questions, points of 
discussion or activities.

Introduction

The language of science overlaps with other forms of discourse, 

but it has its own particular range of vocabulary, language 

structures and language functions. The main objectives of this 

section are to teach science through the medium of English 

and to allow students to transfer the scientific knowledge and 

skills they already have into the arena of the English language.  
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Introduction
People have probably been asking questions about the world around them since they first 
developed the power of speech many thousands of years ago, but it is only relatively recently 
that what we call ‘science’ has been widely practised. Indeed, the word ‘scientist’ was coined 
less than two hundred years ago. Previously, individuals whom we would call scientists were 
known in the English-speaking world as natural philosophers.

The origins of science are uncertain. From 3500 BCE the people of Sumer, a civilisation from 
the area that is now Iraq, began to record accurate and thorough measurements of the world 
around them. The ancient Egyptians developed the study of astronomy, mathematics, geometry 
and medicine. Later, in ancient Greece, Aristotle took some steps towards adopting the 
empirical method, which dictates that all theories must be tested against observations in the 
natural world. 

India was also an early cradle of scientific thought. For example, Aryabhata (476–550 CE) worked 
out an accurate model of gravitation, based on the sun as centre of the solar system. China also 
has a proud and impressive history of scientific thought and discovery. Sometimes known as the 
‘four great inventions of China’, gunpowder, papermaking, printing and the compass irrevocably 
changed warfare, communication and navigation.

However, scientific method was only perfected during what is known as the Islamic Golden Age 
(from approximately the 8th to the 14th centuries CE). Robert Briffault (1876 –1948 CE), a surgeon 
and an expert in human society, wrote the following in his book, The Making of Humanity (1928):

What we call science arose as a result of new methods of experiment, observation and 
measurement which were introduced into Europe by the Arabs … Science is the most 
momentous contribution of Arab civilisation to the modern world … 
(p. 190)

One person in particular, Ibn al-Haytham (965 – 1039 CE), who conducted experiments on optics, 
is sometimes regarded as the ‘father of science’ as he pioneered modern scientific method. It is 
no accident that the English words ‘algebra’, ‘chemistry’ and ‘physics’ all derive from Arabic.

Over the succeeding generations, science has worked wonders, improving our lives in a great 
variety of ways. Transport, medicine and communication are just three examples. Of course, 
we must remember that scientific knowledge should be used with wisdom and care. Modern 
warfare and global pollution are two examples of the negative effects that can occur if science is 
handled badly.
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Pre-discussion
■  Ask students, in groups, to identify and 

list different kinds of household waste. 
Ask them which of these types can be 
recycled or reused. Ask students to 
think about how waste is disposed of.

■  Take feedback from the groups and 
conclude with a brief whole-class 
discussion.

Reading Strategies
■  Ask students to look at the diagram of a 

landfill and guess what each section is 
about. Then, ask them to read the text. 
Afterwards, tell them to discuss any 
difficult words or ideas briefly in pairs.

Comprehension Questions
■ Students answer the questions in pairs, 

and then write their answers down. Two 
pairs of students then make a group of 
four and discuss their answers. Finally, 
take feedback from the whole class.

 
 Waste Disposal   
    and Recycling

CheckpointCheckpoint

The three methods of 
burying waste are open 
landfill, sanitary landfill 
and municipal solid 
waste composting.

 Objectives
After completing the 
lesson, students will be 
able to:

■ name and describe 
three ways of dealing 
with solid waste;

■ list the four major 
types of recyclable 
waste;

■ describe methods 
for managing solid 
waste;

■ explain how a 
sanitary landfill 
works.

Glossary
groundwater, moulded, 
pollution, residue, toxic

5 One advantage of municipal 
solid waste composting is 
that composting reduces 
the amount of waste 
placed in sanitary landfills. 
One disadvantage is that 
poisonous waste may be left 
inside.

6 An incinerator is a machine 
that burns waste.

7 An incinerator can make 
electricity by using heat from 
the burning process.

8 A landfill is much cheaper to 
build than an incinerator.

9 Metals that are typically 
recycled include iron and 
aluminium.

10 Recycled glass requires 
less energy than new glass 
because it melts at a lower 
temperature.

11 students' own answers
12 Plastic is made from resins, 

which are left over in the 
process of refining crude oil 
to make petrol and other oil 
products.

13 students' own answers
14 Paper is difficult to recycle 

as each time it is reused 
the new paper becomes 
rougher, weaker and darker.

15 Recycling is a very good idea 
because it saves resources. 
However, there are some 
disadvantages. Recycling 
requires the use of energy 
and causes some pollution. 
Some products, like recycled 
paper, are not much in 
demand. And finally, some 
products cannot be recycled 
at all.

72

1 The three methods of 
disposing of solid waste 
are to bury it, to burn it or 
recycle it. 

2 Some countries have banned 
open landfills because 
rainfall can leak into them 
and become poisonous, 
which then can pollute the 
soil, streams and lakes. 

3 A sanitary landfill is better 
than an open landfill because 
it is protected with a clay cap 
to keep rainwater out and 
prevent pollution.

4 Two disadvantages of 
sanitary landfills are that 
they may still become 
polluted, and that when they 
are full, they cannot be used 
for housing or agriculture. 

nswers

nswers
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Waste Disposal 
and Recycling 

Land ll 
Until recently, people often disposed of waste in 
open holes in the ground, called open land lls. But these 
open dumps were dangerous. Rainfall dissolved some of the chemicals 
from the waste, forming a liquid called leachate. Leachate could pollute the soil, run off into 
streams and lakes, or trickle down into the groundwater. 
Some countries have banned the use of open dumps.  Another type of land ll is called 
a sanitary land ll, which is specially constructed to hold the waste material more safely.  
A sanitary land ll holds municipal solid waste, construction debris and some types of 
agricultural and industrial waste. Once a sanitary land ll is full, it is covered with a clay cap 
to keep rainwater out.
Even well-designed land lls can pollute the soil and groundwater.  And while capped land lls 
can be reused for some purposes, such as parks, they cannot be used for housing or 
agriculture.
Another solution is municipal solid waste composting. With this technique, all the solid 
waste that a community produces can be composted. This would dramatically reduce 
the volume of waste disposed of in sanitary land lls. One disadvantage of this type of 
composting is that heavy metals and toxic pesticide residues may be left in the compost.

Checkpoint
What are the three methods of burying waste called?

hheessee 

 Every year, people throw 
away huge quantities of rubbish. 
In their daily activities, people 
generate many types of waste, 
including used paper, empty 
packages and food scraps. 
Homes, businesses and other 
places in the community all 
produce substantial quantities 
of waste. Three methods of 
disposing of solid waste are to 
bury it, to burn it or to recycle 
it.
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Incineration 
The burning of solid waste is called 
incineration. This process has some 
advantages over land lls. Incinerators take up 
less space and do not pollute groundwater. 
The heat produced by burning solid waste can 
be used to generate electricity.
Unfortunately, incinerators also have 
disadvantages. For example, they release 
some pollution into the air.  And although 
incinerators reduce the volume of waste by as 
much as 90 percent, some waste still remains, 
and this has to be disposed of somewhere. 
Incinerators also cost much more money to 
build than land lls.

nnnnn 

sssss  

Glass 
Recycling glass is easy and inexpensive. 
Glass pieces can be melted down over 
and over again to make new glass 
containers. The recycled pieces melt 
at a lower temperature than the raw 
materials. Therefore less energy is 
required. Recycling glass also reduces 
the environmental damage caused by 
mining the raw materials that are used 
to make glass.

Paper 
About 17 trees are needed to make one 
metric ton of paper. Paper mills turn 
wood into a thick liquid called pulp. 
Pulp is spread out and dried to produce 
paper. Pulp can also be made from used 
paper, such as old newspapers. Most 
paper products can only be recycled 
a few times. Recycled paper is not as 
smooth or as strong as paper made 
from wood pulp. Each time paper is 
recycled, the new paper is rougher, 
weaker and darker.

Metal 
Common metals such as iron 
and aluminium can be melted 
down and reused. 
The aluminium in soft drink 
cans, for example, can be 
recycled. Recycling metal 
saves money and causes less 
pollution than processing 
new metal. With recycling, 
no ore needs to be mined, 
transported to factories or 
processed. Recycling metals 
also helps to conserve these 
non-renewable resources.
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Plastic 
When oil is re ned to make petrol and other products, solid 
materials called resins are left over. Resins can be heated, 
stretched and moulded into plastic products. Common products 
made from plastic include milk jugs, detergent containers and soft 
drink bottles. When they are recycled, the new plastic can take on 
very different forms, such as carpeting, park benches, bre lling 
for jackets, and many other things!

Is recycling worthwhile? 
Recycling is not a complete answer to the solid waste problem. 
Some materials cannot be recycled. There are not enough uses for 
some recycled products, such as low-quality newspaper. Finally, all 
recycling processes require energy and create some pollution.

Reusing 
Not all the materials we use have to be recycled. By reusing 
objects we can reduce the need for disposal sites and the 
polluting machinery used for some recycling processes. Empty 
glass bottles and jars can become ower vases, candle holders 
or storage vessels for rice, pulses and sugar. Plastic bags can be 
reused again and again and cardboard boxes can be used as oor 
coverings or for insulating your home.

Comprehension Questions
1  What are the three methods of disposing of solid waste?
2  Why have some countries banned open landfills?
3  In what ways is a sanitary landfill better than an open landfill?
4  What are two disadvantages of sanitary landfills?
5  Give one advantage and one disadvantage of municipal solid waste composting.
6  What is an incinerator?
7  How can an incinerator make electricity?
8  Which is cheaper to build, an incinerator or a landfill?
9  Which metals are typically recycled?

10  Why is less energy required to recycle glass than to make new glass?
11  Draw a plan of a building that is entirely environmentally friendly. You should incorporate 

 recycled and reused items in the building. Think of how you would make electricity for your 

 building and how you would supply it with water, for example. Label each part, explaining what 

 each part is and why you have chosen it for your building.
12  How is plastic made?
13  Write a brief paragraph proposing a recycling system for your school. Describe what material would be 

recycled / reused and what they would subsequently be used for.
14  Which materials are difficult to recycle? Why?
15  Is recycling a good idea? Why/Why not?
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 Objectives
After completing the 
lesson, students will be 
able to:

■   understand the  
make-up of a sanitary 
landfill;

■  form an opinion about 
the effect sanitary 
landfill sites have on 
the environment; 

■  explain some of the 
chemical reactions 
that occur when 
waste decomposes.

Glossary
bacteria, flare, dissolve, 
substance

Pre-discussion
Ask students, in groups, 
to discuss ways in which 
waste products can 
pollute or damage the 
environment. Ask them 
to think of ways in which 
environmental damage 
can be reduced or 
avoided.

 Facts and Figures
Much of the carbon dioxide produced by 
burning fossil fuels is absorbed instead 
of staying in the atmosphere. Plants 
absorb carbon dioxide from the air and 
use it to make food in the process of 
photosynthesis. Rain forests absorb large 
amounts of carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere. Not only is the destruction 
of rain forests reducing the amount of 
carbon dioxide that can be absorbed from 
the atmosphere, but burning them also 
increases the amount of carbon dioxide 
added to it. Earth’s oceans also absorb 
much of the extra carbon dioxide in the 
atmosphere. Carbon dioxide from the air 
enters water by simple diffusion. As long 
as the concentration of carbon dioxide 
in ocean water is less than that of the air, 
carbon dioxide gas will diffuse into the 
water.

Reading Strategies
■  Students read the text silently. They are 

then encouraged to comment on areas 
of the text they found interesting.

3 When the landfill is full, 
another one has to be built; 
otherwise an incinerator is 
required.

4 Answers will vary.
5 Answers will vary.
6 ✎ Method of waste disposal: 

Landfill
 Advantages: Not expensive.
 When full, it can be used for 

parks.
 Disadvantages: Can cause 

pollution. When full, it 
cannot be used for housing 
or agriculture.

 ✎ Method of waste disposal: 
Incineration

 Advantages: Takes up less 
space than landfills. Heat 
generated can produce 
electricity. Reduces volume 
of waste by 90%.

 Disadvantages: Very 
expensive. Releases 
pollution into the air. 10% 
solid waste still has to be 
disposed of.

 ✎ Method of waste disposal: 
Recycling

 Advantages: Saves 
resources. Some kinds of 
recycling (e.g. glass) are 
cheaper than using new 
materials.

 Disadvantages: Not all waste 
products can be recycled.

 Some recycled products, e.g. 
paper, are of poor quality.

 Some recycled products, 
e.g. paper, are not much in 
demand.

nswers

1 This landfill is special 
because it is designed to 
avoid pollution. Leachate 
collects at the bottom and 
cannot escape because the 
landfill is lined with clay. The 
leachate is pumped out of 
the landfill into tanks and 
purified.

2 Compacting the waste 
reduces its volume and stops 
the landfill settling.

nswers

A Sanitary 
Landfill Site
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Method of  waste disposal Advantages Disadvantages

Land ll

Incineration

Recycling

Leachate treatment
The collected leachate is pumped 
into holding tanks and treated with 
chemicals. 
Any leftover solids are collected and 
transported to a safe disposal site.

Gas recovery
Bacteria break down waste in a 
land ll, producing methane and 
carbon dioxide. These gases could 
build up pressure in the land ll 
and cause an explosion. To avoid 
that, vent pipes collect the gases 
and release them. The gases are 
sometimes burned off in a are.

Solid waste layers
Compacting the waste 
reduces its volume and 
keeps the land ll from 
settling. Each layer of 
compacted waste is covered 
with a layer of clean soil or 
plastic.

Monitoring wells
Testing wells surround 
the land ll. The wells 
are monitored to detect 
any waste polluting the 
groundwater.

Leachate collection
Water moving through the land ll dissolves 
substances from the waste material, forming 
leachate, which collects at the bottom.

Liners
Layers of clay and 
plastic line the 
bottom and sides 
of the land ll. The 
liners keep liquids 
from leaking into 
the soil.

A Sanitary Land ll Site 

Questions
1  What is special about this landfill?
2  Why is it important to compact the waste before burying it?
3  What do you think happens when a town’s landfill is full?
4  Make a list of everything you throw away over the next 24 hours, starting now. How much of your 

rubbish is packaging? How much of it is food scraps? How much of it can you reuse? How much of it 

can you recycle?
5  Design a rubbish bin with several compartments to encourage people to recycle materials. How 

many compartments will your rubbish bin have? What is each compartment for?
6  Copy and complete the table below. Then use the information as a basis for writing a short essay 

entitled ‘Waste disposal and recycling’.



Pre-discussion
■  Ask students to discuss what they 

do in their daily lives, then ask them 
to imagine how they would do those 
things if they lived in space. How would 
they eat, drink, wash? Have an open 
class discussion or, alternatively, get 
students to discuss the topic in groups 
of three or four. Encourage each group 
to make notes of their discussion and 
ask them to compile a list of what they 
have concluded. Invite them to give their 
feedback to the whole class.

Reading Strategies
■  Students read the text silently. 

Encourage them to comment on points 
in the passage that interest them.

Comprehension Questions
■  Students can answer the questions 

in pairs. Get students to answer the 
questions in their own words as far as 
possible.
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CheckpointCheckpoint

Eating isn’t easy in 
space, but the food 
has improved over 
the years. There is no 
running water in space 
because there is no 
gravity. This is why 
washing can only be 
done with cloths.

 Objectives
After completing the 
lesson, students will be 
able to:

■  analyse material 
through the 
understanding of 
new concepts and 
new vocabulary;

■  explore how 
astronauts perform 
daily routines and the 
new sensations they 
experience while 
performing them; 

■  use technical terms 
to describe daily life 
in space. 

Glossary
experiment, risk

Daily Life in 
Space 

1 The correct atmosphere, a 
mechanism for removing the 
carbon dioxide that living things 
produce and a reliable means of 
day-to-day living in zero gravity.

2 students' own answers
3 Totally reliable.
4 Replacement tools and engine 

parts that can be used to replace 
broken items. They are not 
available in space because they 
are too heavy and large.

5 With a very large, skilled and 
hard-working team.

6 Because Earth has an 
atmosphere and gravity. 
Conditions are different in space.

7 No one.
8 They have to do important 

scientific work, they have 
cleaning duties and they have 
maintenance roles.

9 The environmental control and 
life support system.

10 As long as they are asleep for, 
which is supposed to be eight 
hours, but is more often six.

11 Exercise keeps the bones 
and muscles strong, because  
otherwise they will become weak 
very quickly with no gravity.

12 Yuri Gagarin. Brought up on a 
farm in a Russian village. Trained 
as a fighter pilot, joined the space 
programme. 12 April 1962 – first 
man in space. A Soviet hero and 
celebrity. Later a flight instructor.

13 Agenda for a meeting.
 1. Report on position of spaceship
 2. Jobs for the week ahead – 

maintenance, any concerns?
 3. Report from ship's doctor.
 4. Questions from the crew.
14 One: the crew medical officer.
15 Only minor injuries and illnesses 

can be treated in space.

nswers
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GGrreeat explorers have travelled across 
ddeserts, the Antarrcctic and up mountains, braving eexxttremme 
condittiions and facing great danger. Now, peoplee eeven travel into space 
where the conditions are ffaar more extreme and a tiny misttaake caan mean deatthh
within thirty secondds. They do not ddoo it foor fun or to place theiir country’s flag on a
planet; they are in space becaauuse thhey aare highly qualifified scientists who need tto 
ccaarrryy out very importanntt work.

10

Daily Life in Space 

For a human being to go into space, 
survive and conduct important research, there 
needs to be careful organisation and planning. Daily life 
inside an airtight space shuttle or space station requires much 
more than just oxygen and heat. People require the correct atmosphere, 
a mechanism for removing the carbon dioxide that living things produce, and 
a reliable means of day-to-day living in microgravity (ways of eating, drinking and 
washing, for example).
For humans to survive in space for months at a time, all these things need to be very 
carefully planned. If, for example, the carbon dioxide extractor doesn’t work, or the system for 
maintaining the correct atmosphere breaks down, then they will die. 
All the correct materials, food, oxygen cylinders and fuels have to be prepared and supplied 
correctly. All the machinery and seals that keep the air in, the cabin pressure correct and 
that protect the astronauts from the freezing cold vacuum of space have to work perfectly 
every second of every minute. The machinery is complex, yet it must not break down once; 
all the supplies are important, yet spares cannot be carried because of limited space. A small 
miscalculation in the planning and preparation of the space mission will probably mean the death 
of everyone on board. 
Despite this, people can survive very successfully in space for months at a time. They can live in 
relative comfort, and they can carry out important work that could not be done anywhere on 
Earth. Any space mission involves enormous risks, but with a highly trained, skilled and 
hard-working team, people can be prepared for and can conduct space missions of great 
scienti c importance. The International Space Station (ISS) contains laboratories where scienti c 
experiments are carried out that cannot be done on Earth because of its atmosphere and heavy 
gravity.

Checkpoint 
How do people eat and wash in space?
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Not many 
people work in space 

at any one time, as crews on 
a space station are always as small 

as possible. It means that there are very 
few people to do all the technical, scienti c and 

domestic jobs. Everyone shares the huge workload 
and the tiny living area. The crew are all highly quali ed 

scientists who have important work to do. But they also live in 
a small area that must be kept clean and they need to prepare food, 

maintain the systems on board and still t in enough time between 
their main jobs to get enough sleep and exercise. The astronauts carry out 

the cleaning in between their main duties; they clean the meal area, change 
the air puri cation system’s lters, collect the rubbish and wipe down the walls 

and oors. Each astronaut also has maintenance roles, looking after important 
systems. On board the ISS, the environmental control and life support systems 

control elements such as atmospheric pressure, oxygen levels and water recycling. 
Often, maintaining these important controls involves working on the outside of the 

space station in a space suit which itself has to protect the astronaut from space and 
provide the means for a human to live for a few hours (such as oxygen).

There is no day and night in space, so sleep is simply planned for when it is most convenient. 
Astronauts sleep in small compartments using sleeping bags. They are loosely strapped 

into these so that they will not oat out of them in their sleep. Blindfolds and earplugs are 
also available for the astronauts, who might nd it dif cult to sleep with the noise from the 

machines. Daily routines should allocate eight hours for sleeping. Most of the time, however, 
astronauts will normally sleep for around six, as they often have so much work to do.
Another important part of spending any long period in space is getting the right amount of 
exercise so that the bones and muscles can stay strong. On Earth human beings are always moving 
against the force of gravity, with the bones and muscles supporting the body. In space there is no 
gravity so the bones and muscles weaken very quickly. In space, astronauts need to do about two 
hours of exercise a day, using exercise machines such as treadmills and exercise bikes.

Working 
Routines
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Food 
At the start of the 1960s, when Yuri Gagarin rst went into space, the food was bite-sized and 
kept in small aluminium tubes. Food was designed this way so that it wouldn’t take up too much 
room and could be eaten in a single mouthful before it oated away. Now, however, astronauts 
enjoy food from plastic containers that just need to have hot or cold water added. Fruit and 
nuts can also be eaten in space. When drinking liquids, a straw is used to suck the liquid out of a 
sealed package. It mustn’t spill or oat out of the cup, or it could damage some of the computers. 
Another, equally important, issue to address is the toilet. In space this is largely similar to one 
on Earth, with the difference being that astronauts have to strap themselves onto it. In place of 
running water to ush it, there is a vacuum-cleaner-like system to suck up the waste, which is 
then dried and disposed of on Earth.

Health 
People need to keep clean in space to stay healthy and avoid spreading germs. They do this by 
washing themselves with ethanol cloths or wet towels, and they use special shampoo that does 
not need water or produce foam. 
Each astronaut in the crew has a speci c assigned role and receives intensive training for it. The 
crew medical of cer is in charge of the sick and is trained in rst aid and in stitching up wounds 
and giving injections. The medical kit on board will treat minor injuries and illnesses in space and 
can be used to stabilise the patient’s condition during the ight back to Earth. All the crew are 
trained in emergency resuscitation after a heart attack.

Comprehension Questions
1  Give three examples of features needed on a space station to ensure that people can survive.
2  Write a short paragraph explaining your opinion of space travel. Is it important, or should the money 

needed for space exploration be spent on Earth’s problems? 
3  How reliable do the systems for maintaining life need to be?
4  What are ‘spares’? Why are they not available in space?
5  How can the dangers of a typical space mission be reduced?
6  The research done in space could not be carried out on Earth. Why is this?
7  Who helps the astronauts with cleaning the space station?
8  What three main types of job does every astronaut have to do?
9  What system or systems often need to be worked on from outside the space station?

10  How long do astronauts have to strap themselves into their sleeping bags for?
11  Why is it important to stay fit in space?
12  Who was Yuri Gagarin? Do some personal research and write a brief biography of him.
13  Imagine you are an astronaut about to have a weekly meeting about the status of the ISS. Write an 

agenda for the meeting including reports on all the areas of the ship such as cleaning, maintenance 

and the health of the crew.
14  How many members of each crew are thoroughly trained in first aid?
15  How serious are the medical emergencies that can be treated in space?
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Pre-discussion
■  Ask students to think of the purpose 

of undertaking scientific experiments 
in space. Encourage them to think 
of an experiment they would like to 
conduct in space, and what impact their 
conclusions would have. 

Reading Strategies
■  Students read the text silently. They are 

then encouraged to comment on areas 
of the text they found interesting.

Scientific Research 
in Space            

 Objectives
After completing the 
lesson, students will be 
able to:

■  articulate reasons 
for and outcomes of 
scientific experiments 
in space;

■  understand the 
purpose of the 
International Space 
Station;

■  consider introductory 
facts about specific 
research projects in 
space – microgravity 
and the interplay 
between different 
fluids, for example.

Glossary
physics, weightlessness

1 To provide a place to 
conduct experiments that 
require one or more of 
the conditions, such as 
microgravity, that are found 
in space.

2 Bone loss and fluid shifts 
(this means the fluids in the 
body concentrating in parts 
of the body where they 
would not on Earth).

3 The effect of microgravity 
on evolution, development 
and growth and the internal 
processes of plants and 
animals.

4 students' own answers
5 They hope that by studying 

the combination of fluids 
that don’t mix well on Earth, 
and examining reactions 
that are slowed down 
by low gravity and low 
temperatures, they can find 
out more about how matter 
is made up, and they hope 
to examine combustion in 
an environment with less 
gravity.

6 Examining combustion in 
microgravity might help 
scientists understand 
more about the efficiency 
of burning in combustion, 
or give us information 
about the by-products of 
combustion. This could 
improve the process of 
energy production, which 
could be of economic and 
environmental interest.

nswers
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Scienti c
      Research in Space 

One of the main goals of the ISS is to provide a place to 
conduct experiments that require one or more of the conditions 

found in space (such as microgravity). So far, most research has only 
been on the effects of microgravity on humans. 

Astronauts study how long periods in space affect the body by working 
on subjects like bone loss and uid shifts. The effect of near weightlessness 

on evolution, development and growth, and the internal processes of plants and 
animals, are now also the subject of research.

The physics of uids in microgravity is not completely understood. In space, 
unlike on Earth, uids can be mixed or combined almost regardless of their relative 

weights. Researchers also want to study the combination of uids that would not mix 
well on Earth. By examining reactions that are slowed down by low gravity and low 

temperatures, scientists also hope to gain new insights into the way matter is made up.
Researchers also hope to examine combustion in an enviroment with less gravity than on 
Earth. Any information they can nd involving the ef ciency of the actual burning, or the 
creation of by-products, could improve the process of energy production, which would be 
of economic and environmental interest. 

Questions
1  Name an important aim of the International Space Station.
2  Name two effects that living in microgravity can have on the body.
3  Besides the effects of microgravity on humans, such as bone loss and fluid 

shifts, what else is being studied in space?
4  Create your own experiment for scientific research in space. Take 

something you like – your favourite food or activity, for example – 

and invent an experiment you could conduct on it in space. Write a 

brief report imagining the outcomes.
5  What do scientists hope that the study of the physics of fluids 

in space will help?
6  Why would examining combustion in space be of interest to 

people on Earth?
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Pre-discussion
■  Discuss the term, Information 

Technology (IT), with students 
and ask them to offer definitions 
of it – what it means, what it is 
comprised of, etc. Have an open 
class discussion or, alternatively, 
get students to discuss the topic in 
groups of three or four. Encourage 
each group to make notes of their 
discussion and ask them to compile 
a list of what they have concluded. 
Invite them to give their feedback to 
the whole class.

Reading Strategies
■  Students read the text silently. 

Encourage them to comment on 
points in the passage that interest 
them.

Comprehension Questions
■  Students can answer the questions 

in pairs. Get students to answer the 
questions in their own words as far 
as possible.

■ Check students’ answers.

The IT Age 1 IT began in the 1940s, the term 
emerged in the 1970s.

2 The military and early computer 
specialists worked together during 
World War II to develop electronics, 
computers and information theory.

3 convert, store, process, transmit, 
retrieve

4 Students’ own answers. If students 
have difficulty, give them the example 
of a set of cups that are linked by a 
LAN. The LAN sends messages to tiny 
heaters in the cups, and these keep 
the liquid inside warm for a longer 
period of time.

5 a) Local Area Network:
 a relatively small group of computers 

serving a small number of people, like 
at a university.

 b) Information and Communication 
Technology:

 refers specifically to electronic 
communication devices, like mobile 
telephones.

 c) Wide Area Network:
 a larger computer network that 

can connect computers in different 
countries.

6 Software controls what a computer 
can do: word processing, graphic 
design, etc.

7 electrical engineering and computer 
science

8 The Year 2000 Problem refers to some 
computers’ inability to recognise 
the Year 2000. This caused some 
computer systems to malfunction on 
1 January 2000, but not as many as 
predicted. It is more commonly known 
as the Millennium Bug.

9 Predicted disruption to... 
meteorological devices
hospital equipment
IT systems in: banks, 
governments, airports
other crucial infrastructure utilities
Actual disruption to... 
Australian bus-ticket machines
British banking transactions

The "predicted disruption" column 
contains more information than the 
other because actual disruption was 
much less than predicted.

nswers

CheckpointCheckpoint

A computer virus is 
a piece of code that 
typically damages a 
computer system. 
A virus is usually 
capable of copying 
itself, making it able 
to corrupt a system or 
destroy data.

 Objectives
After completing the 
lesson, students will be 
able to:

■ explore the IT Age 
and understand 
what makes up 
the Information 
Technology sector;

■ consider difficulties 
the IT sector has 
encountered during 
its development;

■ understand key 
terms related to IT;

■ form and express 
opinions on various 
areas of IT and their 
developments.

Glossary
engineering, network, 
software, contours

■  Introduce some of the 
vocabulary mentioned 
above and/or additional 
words found in the 
text. Alternatively, 
encourage students to 
work out the meanings 
of new words within 
the context of the 
passage, as they read 
and try to comprehend. 
Encourage students 
to practise using their 
dictionary to look up 
new vocabulary.
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What happens when you go shopping and 

you’ve forgotten your money? A German 

department store has the answer. Instead 

of paying with notes and coins, customers 

can now pay with their ngerprints! 

A scanner records the contours of your 

ngertip and sends the image 

electronically to your bank, which 

removes the money from your account. 

Welcome to the IT Age!

The IT Age 

The modern world is de ned by IT, or Information Technology. The term ‘Information Technology’ 
emerged in the 1970s, but it can in fact be traced back to World War II, when the military and early 
computer specialists worked together to develop electronics, computers and information theory. 
Information Technology has a broad remit encompassing the design, development, implementation 
and management of computer-based information systems; particularly software applications and 
computer hardware. In short, IT deals with the use of computers and computer software to 
convert, store, process, transmit and retrieve information securely. IT comprises various disciplines: 
Data Management, Computer Networking, Software and Computer Engineering are all crucial 
components. In recent years, the eld has ballooned through advances in computer applications 
and the Internet, to include mobile telephones, computer games and video technology as well as 
new ways of sharing, processing and storing information electronically. The abbreviation ICT – Information 
and Communication Technology – which refers explicitly to electronic communication, is thus 
an increasingly familiar term. In a matter of decades, computers have developed from large, 
bulky machines to highly sophisticated devices that t in the palm of your hand. Computers are 
evolving as rapidly as the ways in which people use them; one electronics company is developing a 
refrigerator that, when it is empty, emails a shopping list to the nearest supermarket!

What is IT? 
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Computer Engineering 
Computer engineering combines elements of electrical engineering and 
computer science. Computer engineers are involved in many aspects of 
computing, from the design of personal computers to monitoring the many 
subsystems in motor vehicles.

Checkpoint
What is a computer virus?
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The Millennium Bug 

One of the most signi cant moments in IT history occured at the close of the twentieth 
century when experts predicted that computer systems would malfunction at midnight on 
31 December 1999. Computer scientists speculated that IT programmes would stop working 
or produce incorrect results because they stored years with two digits instead of four – 98 
instead of 1998, for example. They believed that the year 2000 would be represented by 00, and 
would be interpreted by software as the year 1900. This became known as the Millennium Bug, 
or the Year 2000 Problem. They predicted that IT systems, ranging from meteorological devices 
and hospital equipment to data storage systems in governments, banks and airports, would 
fail. It was thought that embedded systems that also made use of date logic, such as utilities 
and other crucial infrastructure, would collapse too. When midnight arrived, the Millennium 
Bug caused only minimal damage; some Australian bus-ticket machines failed to work and a 
few British banking transactions were temporarily disrupted. Many still debate whether the 
Millennium Bug’s limited effect was thanks to substantial government expenditure or whether 
its predicted threat was over-stated by the media.

Comprehension Questions
1  When did the term Information Technology emerge?
2  Which two branches of society joined forces to develop IT?
3  Find five verbs in the text that show what computers can do with information.
4  Take an object that you use every day; a chair, a book or a piece of clothing, for example; and write 

a paragraph and draw a diagram to explain how you would transform it through the use of IT.
5  Write the following abbreviations in full, with a brief explanation of the meaning of each:

 a) LAN b) ICT c) WAN
6  Why are pieces of software important to the way a computer works? 
7  Computer engineering combines two disciplines. What are they?
8  Explain what the Year 2000 Problem refers to, and state what it is more commonly known as.
9  Create a table with two columns. In one, list the damage it was predicted the Year 2000 Problem 

would cause. Write what actually happened in the other. Then explain why one column contains 

more information than the other.



Pre-discussion
■  Ask students to talk about the history of 

the Internet and its effect on the society 
we live in today. Encourage them to 
imagine how the Internet will evolve in 
the future.

Reading Strategies
■  Students read the text silently. They are 

then encouraged to comment on areas 
of the text they found interesting.

The Future of  the Internet 

1 Virtual Reality is a world 
where people will be able to 
live, work and communicate 
through the Internet, 
without interacting in the 
‘real’ world.

2  The Internet Umbrella has 
a Global Positioning System 
that, when used with a map 
projected onto the umbrella, 
can help you navigate your 
way if you are lost.

3  a) the customer has more 
choice, often at cheaper 
prices

 b) the manufacturer has 
lower costs, allowing it to 
make more money

4  Experts predict that people 
will become more reliant 
on computers. This might 
result in people opting out of 
society and there is a danger 
of us losing touch with the 
real world.
students' own answers

5  students’ own answers 
Encourage your students to 
be as creative as possible. 
Give them some pointers if 
they need help. You could 
give examples such as 
a small device attached 
to your teeth that sends 
messages to your computer 
telling you if you need to 
clean them more or when 
you need to go to the 
dentist.

nswers

88

Objectives

 After completing the
 lesson, students will be able
to:

■  consider the impact of 
the Internet on the way 
people live their lives, 
both today and in the 
future;

■  develop and express an 
opinion on the positives 
and negatives of Internet 
development, through 
the possibility of Virtual 
Reality;

■  explore the innovative 
ways designers and 
scientists are utilising and 
enhancing the Internet.

Glossary
device, Virtual Reality, 
projector, specification, 
transform, Global 
Positioning System
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Questions
1  What is Virtual Reality?
2  Describe how the Internet Umbrella can help you if 

you are lost. 
3  How will a sports manufacturer’s use of the Internet benefit 

 a) the customer b) the manufacturer?
4  What effect do experts predict Virtual Reality will have on human 

society? Write a paragraph giving your opinion on the state of 

society if this prediction comes true.
5  Design a web page for a product or a service that uses 

IT. Read about the Internet Umbrella again to help 

you.

                   The Future of  the Internet 

Over one hundred million websites, made up of billions of web pages, now 
exist. The Internet has transformed the way people communicate with 

each other and access information, and continues to evolve every day. 
Recent scholarship suggests that by 2020, the Internet will be a 

thriving, low-cost network of billions of devices, accessible to 
anyone, anywhere. 

Some Internet professionals also predict that it will 
provide a reality parallel to our own. Virtual Reality 

will allow people to live, work and interact with 
others in an electronic world, driven by the 

Internet. Some fear, however, that Virtual 
Reality will encourage people to opt 

out of human society, creating 
a world of two halves, with 

those in Virtual Reality 
losing touch with the 

realities of the real 
world. 
Today, designers 

and inventors are 
using the Internet in 

increasingly innovative 
ways. Two students at 

Keio University in Japan have 
recently produced the Internet 

Umbrella. The umbrella’s handle 
contains a projector that displays images 

from the Internet onto the underside of the 
umbrella’s canopy. The umbrella is also tted with 

a Global Positioning System that allows carriers to 
nd their way, wherever they are, while looking at a 

three-dimensional map projected into the umbrella 
above them. 

Even large companies, when developing their products, use the 
Internet to interact with their customers. A prominent 

sports-shoe manufacturer is inviting the public to design trainers online. 
The design is then sent electronically to a factory, where it is made to 

the customer’s speci cations. It is certain that the Internet, and Information 
Technology in general, will continue to transform the world we live in, in ways we 

have yet to imagine.

                    



Pre-discussion
■   Ask students what they know of Alfred 

Nobel. Invite them to consider which of 
his most famous legacies have had most 
impact on the modern world: dynamite 
or the Nobel Prize. Have an open class 
discussion or get students to discuss 
the topic in groups of three or four. 
Encourage each group to make notes 
of their discussions. Invite them to give 
their feedback to the whole class.

Reading strategies
■   Students read the text silently. 

Encourage them to comment on points 
in the passage that interest them.

Comprehension Questions
 ■  Students can answer the questions 

in pairs. Get students to answer the 
questions in their own words as far as 
possible.

■ Check students’ answers.

CheckpointCheckpoint
 In 2004, Wangari 
Maathai became the 
first African woman to 
win the Nobel Peace 
Prize. She founded the 
Green Belt Movement 
in Kenya in the 1970s 
that has encouraged 
sustainable 
development through 
planting over 30 
million trees across the 
continent.

 Objectives
After completing the 
lesson, students will be 
able to:

■  talk about Alfred 
Nobel’s life and 
achievements;

■  understand what 
dynamite is made 
of and how Nobel 
developed it;

■  explore the history 
of the Nobel Prizes 
and their relevance in 
today’s society;

■  form opinions on who 
they think should 
be awarded a Nobel 
Prize.

Glossary
establish, premature, 
explosive, radical,
condemn

■  Introduce some of the 
vocabulary mentioned 
above and/or additional 
words found in the text. 
Alternatively encourage 
students to work out the 
meanings of new words 
within the context of the 
passage, as they read 
and try to comprehend.

■  Encourage students 
to practise using their 
dictionary to look up 
new vocabulary.

 Alfred Nobel

90

1 He was a chemist, engineer, 
innovator, armaments 
manufacturer and the 
inventor of dynamite. 

2 An innovator is an inventor, 
i.e. someone who solves 
problems in a new and 
creative way.

3 five
4 A legal document that allows 

the patent-holder to design, 
make or sell a new invention, 
and prohibits anyone else 
from copying it.

5 in 1867
6 blasting gelatin
7 a hundred
8 Nobel’s family opposed the 

foundation of the Prize and 
those he had nominated to 
award it refused to do so.

9 December 10 is the 
anniversary of Nobel’s death.

10 students' own answers 
Explain to your students that 
the Nobel Peace Prize has 
been awarded to a variety of 
people from different fields. 
Economists, religious figures, 
doctors and politicians 
have all been recognised, 
suggesting that the Nobel 
Committee believe that 
peace is not a single field, 
and that it is attainable 
through a variety of ways.

nswers
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How many times in your life have 
you read the word ‘Nobel’? How many 

times have you asked yourself what it means? 

Alfred Bernhard Nobel (1833-1896) was a 
Swedish chemist, engineer, innovator, armaments 
manufacturer and the inventor of dynamite.
Nobel was born on 21 October, 1833, in Stockholm, 
Sweden. He was educated in Russia, France and the 

United States. He was uent in ve languages and 
had a great interest in literature. Nobel was also very 

interested in social and peace-related issues, and held views 
that were considered radical for his time. Nobel travelled 

widely, then returned to work in his father’s factory in St 
Petersburg, Russia.

Later, in Sweden, Nobel began to experiment with 
explosions. In 1867, he received a patent for 

dynamite.  About 1875 he produced an even more 
powerful explosive called blasting gelatin. In all, Nobel 
held more than 100 patents.

Nobel’s Last Will 

Nobel died in 1896 and was buried in Norra 
Begravningsplatsen in Stockholm.

The incorrect publication in 1888 of a premature obituary of Nobel by a 
French newspaper, condemning him for his invention of dynamite, is said to 

have brought about his decision to leave a better legacy after his death.
On November 27, 1895, Alfred Nobel made his last will in Paris. When it 

was opened and read after his death, the will caused a lot of controversy both 
in Sweden and internationally, as Nobel had left much of his wealth for the 

establishment of a prize! His family opposed the establishment of the Nobel Prize, 
and the people he asked to award the prize refused to do what he had requested in 
his will. Thus, it was ve years before the rst Nobel Prize could be awarded in 1901.

Alfred
 N

o
b

el
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How many different subjects 
are Nobel prizes awarded 
for? 

The Nobel Prize 
Since 1901, the Nobel Prize has been honouring 

men and women from all corners of the globe for 
outstanding achievements in Physics, Chemistry, 

Physiology or Medicine, Literature and Peace. 
Who selects the Nobel Laureates? In his last will and 

testament, Alfred Nobel speci cally designated the institutions 
responsible for the prizes he wished to be established: The 
Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences for the Nobel Prize 
in Physics and Chemistry, the Karolinska Institute for 

the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine, the Swedish 
Academy for the Nobel Prize in Literature, and a 

committee of ve persons to be elected by the 
Norwegian Parliament (Storting) for the Nobel 

Peace Prize. In 1968, the Sveriges Riksbank 
established the Sveriges Riksbank Prize 

in Economics in memory of Alfred Nobel. 
The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences was 

given the task of selecting the Economics Prize 
Laureates starting in 1969.

Presentation ceremonies are held on 
December 10, the anniversary of 

Nobel’s death. The Nobel Foundation 
in Stockholm supervises the 

awarding of the prizes. The peace 
prize is awarded in Oslo, Norway. 
The other prizes are presented 
in Stockholm. Each Nobel Prize 
winner receives a gold medal, 
a diploma and prize money.

In 1901, the following 
prizes were awarded: 
Physiology or Medicine: Emil von Behring 
(Germany) for his work on serum therapy.
Literature: René Sully Prudhomme (France) for 
poetry.
Peace: Jean Henri Dunant (Switzerland), founder of 
the Red Cross, and Frédéric Passy (France), founder 
and president of the rst French Peace Society.
Physics: Wilhelm C. Roentgen (Germany) for the 
discovery of X rays (also called roentgen rays).
Chemistry: Jacobus Henricus van’t Hoff (the 
Netherlands) for the discovery of the laws of 
chemical dynamics and osmotic pressure.

Who was the rst African 
woman to win the Nobel 
Peace Prize; and why was 
she awarded it?
 

Checkpoint
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Nomination for the Nobel Prizes 
Each year the respective Nobel Committees send individual invitations 
to thousands of members of academies, university professors, scientists from 
numerous countries, previous Nobel Laureates, members of parliamentary assemblies 
and others, asking them to submit the names of candidates for the Nobel Prizes for the 
coming year. These nominators are chosen in such a way that as many countries and 
universities as possible are represented each year. The Nobel Prize has been given to 
several people from the Arab World, including: Mohamed El Baradei (Egyptian, Peace, 
2005), Ahmed H. Zewail (Egyptian and American, Chemistry, 1999) and Naguib 
Mahfouz (Egyptian, Literature, 1988). And several prominent figures from the Arab world 
have been nominated for Nobel Prizes. The Syrian philosopher Michel Allawerdi was 
nominated for the Peace Prize in 1951, for his use of music in spreading peace across the 
world. The identity of Nobel nominees are kept secret for fifty years after their nomination. 

Comprehension Questions
1  What was Alfred Nobel’s profession?
2  What is an innovator?
3  How many languages did Alfred Nobel speak?
4  What is a patent?
5  When did Nobel receive a patent for dynamite?
6  What did Nobel patent in 1875?
7  How many patents did Nobel have?
8  After Nobel’s death, why was there a delay of five years before the first

 Nobel prizes were awarded?
9  Why are the prizes awarded on December 10 each year?

10  Write a nomination proposal for someone you think deserves any of the Nobel Prizes. 

Give details of their achievements and clear reasons to support your nomination. 



 Objectives
 After completing the 
lesson, students will be 
able to:

■  discuss Naguib 
Mahfouz's life and 
work and consider 
its significance in 
the history of Arabic 
literature;

■  explore how 
innovative and 
groundbreaking his 
writing was, through 
discussing his 
experimentation with 
forms, characters and 
literary traditions.

Glossary
novelist, modernising, 
masterpiece, epic

Pre-discussion

 ■  Invite students to debate what they 
know about Naguib Mahfouz. Have they 
read any of his books? What effect do 
they think the Nobel Prize for Literature 
had on his profile and the profile of his 
work? Ask them to explain why they 
think Mahfouz won the Nobel Prize 
and if they think he deserved to win it. 
Explain to them that Nobel Prizes are 
usually awarded years, even decades 
after a person began the work they are 
being recognised for, to prove that their 
achievement has withstood the test of 
time.

Reading Strategies
 ■  Students read the text silently. They are 

then encouraged to comment on areas 
of the text they found interesting.

The Nobel Prize 
    and Naguib Mahfouz

1 Suggestions include: End 
of World War 1, economic 
depression, rise of Hitler, 
beginning of World War II 
and the German invasion of 
Egypt, the German defeat in 
Egypt.

2 students’ own answers

nswers
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                The Nobel Prize and Naguib Mahfouz 

1911: Born in the old Gemaliya quarter of Cairo on 11 December, Mahfouz was the 
youngest of seven siblings. His father was a civil servant. Cairo’s busy narrow 
streets became the inspiration for his work.

1934: Graduates from Cairo University with a degree in philosophy. 
1936: Abandons an MA in philosophy to become a full-time writer. Starts working as a 

civil servant to fund his writing.
1939: His rst novel, The Curse of the Ra, is published.
1956-7: The three volumes of the Cairo Trilogy are published.
1971: Retires from the Egyptian Civil Service. 
1988: Awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature.
1989: Joins a group of writers and intellectuals supporting the rights of authors in Arab 

countries.
2005: His nal book, The Seventh Heaven, is published.
2006: Becomes increasingly unwell and almost completely blind. Dies at the age of 94. 

Upon his death he is the third oldest living Nobel Laureate and the only Arabic-
language writer to have won the Nobel Prize.

Naguib Mahfouz was an Egyptian novelist who became one of the most famous writers in the 
Arab world when he won the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1988. The award raised the pro le 
of Arabic literature and Mahfouz’s books were subsequently translated into many languages.
Mahfouz wrote thirty novels, over one hundred short stories, dozens of lm scripts and more 
than two hundred articles. His rst novels explored Egyptian history and were intended to be 
part of a monumental cycle of thirty books, charting the entire history of Egypt. The project 
was never completed but Mahfouz often dealt with history, society and politics in his work.
Mahfouz was an experimental writer and is credited with modernising Arabic literature. His 
epic Cairo Trilogy, which most critics consider to be his masterpiece, is a huge work of around 
1,500 pages. Each volume is named after a street in Cairo: Palace Walk (1956), Palace of Desire 
(1957) and Sugar Street (1957). The trilogy charts the life of three generations of the Abd 
al-Jawad family, spanning the period from 1917 to the end of the Second World War. The books 
are remarkable because in them Mahfouz handles a huge cast of well-drawn characters with 
great skill and masters the Arabic novel form, which had only come into being a few years 
previously.

Questions
1  Make a list of events that fall between 1917 and 1944 – the time span of the Cairo Trilogy. Which do 

you think Mahfouz incorporated into the trilogy and why?
2  Mahfouz wrote over 100 short stories during his life. Work in pairs and discuss what a short story is. 

Then discuss the area where you live, in as much detail as possible. Write a short story – about a page 

long – using these ideas and focusing on every aspect of the characters involved and the surroundings 

they live and work in.

                



3 Whether caffeine is addictive 
or not depends on your 
definition of ‘addictive’. The 
body builds up resistance 
to caffeine, and if you stop 
taking it, you may suffer 
tiredness or headaches.

4 The most common natural 
sources of caffeine are 
coffee, tea and cocoa.

5 A 170g cup of tea contains 
between 35mg and 75mg

 of caffeine.
6 About 10g
7 students’ own answers 
 In note form:
 Effects of caffeine on the 

human body
 Positive effects:
 Medical: used as a stimulant 

in certain heart and nervous 
system disorders

 Improves effect of painkillers
 Makes the user feel more 

awake 
 Speeds up metabolism, 

increases circulation
 Probably harmless in small 

amounts
 Negative effects:
 Body builds up resistance 

over time (so needs more for 
stimulating effect)

 ‘Let-down’ a few hours after 
taking caffeine

 Large amounts cause 
nervousness, loss of sleep, 
rapid heartbeat, increase 
in urination, dehydration, 
headaches and stomach 
disorders; 10g will cause 
death.

8 students’ own answers

nswersPre-discussion
■  Ask students if they know what caffeine 

is. Ask them if they know where it comes 
from. Ask who drinks tea and coffee. 
Discuss what percentage of the class 
drinks each drink. Have students form 
groups of four or five. Ask them to write 
down approximately how many cups of 
tea or coffee they drink in a day. Take 
feedback from the groups.

Reading Strategies
■  Students read the first section ‘What 

is Caffeine?’, independently. They then 
form groups to discuss what they 
have read, and to look up any difficult 
vocabulary. They then do the same with 
the following two sections.

■  In groups, students answer the ‘Test 
yourself’ questions. They then discuss 
which of the answers show lowest and 
highest consumption of caffeine.

(lowest: 1c 2c 3b 4c

highest: 1a 2b 3a 4a)

Comprehension Questions
■  Students answer the questions in pairs, 

as far as possible using their own words.

■  Check students’ answers by having them 
read out to the class both the questions 
and answers.
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Caffeine

CheckpointCheckpoint
Decaffeinated coffee 
contains 3% of the 
caffeine in fully 
caffeinated coffee.

 Objectives
After completing the 
lesson, students wil be 
able to:

■  describe what 
caffeine is, where it 
originates and how it 
affects the heart and 
nervous system;

■  identify the risks of 
consuming caffeine.

Glossary
odourless, addictive

■  Introduce some 
of the vocabulary 
mentioned above 
and/or additional 
words found in the 
text. Alternatively 
encourage students 
to work out the 
meanings of new 
words within the 
context of the 
passage, as they 
read and try to 
comprehend.

■ Encourage students 
to practise using their 
dictionary to look up 
new vocabulary.

1 Pure caffeine is a bitter-
tasting white powder. It has 
no smell.

2 Many drinks that contain 
caffeine also contain lots 
of sugar and sweeteners 
because caffeine tastes 
bitter.

nswers
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WWWhat are thhee NNaaturall SSoouurrccceesss ooff  CCaaffffeeiinnee???
Caffeine is a stimulant fouunndd in mannyy ppllanntt ssppecies. The most common natural sources of caffeine
are coffee, tea and cocoaa, aalltthough cocoa conttaains a comparatively low amount. 
Coffee (which varies accorddiinng to brandd aanndd metthod of preparation) is, without a doubt, oonnee of 
the most popular natural sourcces of ccaaffffeiinnee..  AA 1770g cup of instant coffee contains about 6600mg of 
caffeine. 
Tea also contains varying amounts of caffeine. Green tea has the lowest, with only 3355mg per 170g 
cup; black tea has up to 75mg, depending on the brand and country of origin.
Cocoa is one of the healthiest natural sources of caffeine. 28g of baking chocolate contains about 
25mg of caffeine, but a glass of chocolate milk barely reaches 5mg.

Chemically 
speaking, 

caffeine was rst 
extracted from plants 

in its pure form in 1820. But 
now, it can be made in the laboratory. 

Caffeine is an odourless, slightly bitter 
solid. Caffeine dissolves in water and alcohol and 

its crystals look like needles. When caffeine is removed from 
the source plant and reduced to its purest state, it forms 

a white powder. This powdered form of caffeine is very 
bitter, which is why many drinks containing caffeine also 

contain lots of sugar or other sweeteners. 
Caffeine is used as a stimulant of the heart and 

nervous system in certain disorders and is found 
in a number of non-prescription pain-killing 

preparations. Caffeine may not be addictive in 
the classic sense, but the body does build up 

a tolerance over time. Some people nd 
it dif cult to function without at least 

one cup of strong coffee or tea in the 
morning. The stimulating effects of 

caffeine are caused by a central 
nervous reaction. The heart rate 

increases, blood vessels expand 
and the brain receives more 

oxygen. This effect can last 
up to an hour.

What is Caffe
ine? 

What are thhhe NNNNaaturall SSoouurrrcceess of

nervo
in a

p

Caffeine 
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The chemical formula of  caffeine is

C
8H10

N4
O2
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Test yourself
Are you addicted to caffeine? 

1  How many cups of coffee do you drink daily?

 a) 3 cups

 b) 2 cups

 c) 1 cup

2  You should drink a cup of coffee:

 a) every day in the morning.

 b) every day in the afternoon.

 c) less than once a day.

3  I ght headaches by: 

 a) drinking coffee.

 b) sleeping.

 c) taking medicine. 

4  If I go to the supermarket, I prefer 

 a) to buy caffeinated coffee.

 d) to buy decaffeinated coffee.

 c) not to buy coffee at all.

Is there any caffeine in decaffeinated coffee?

Comprehension Questions
1  Describe the appearance, taste and smell of pure caffeine.
2  Why do many drinks that contain caffeine also contain lots of sugar and sweeteners?
3  Is caffeine addictive?
4  What are the most common natural sources of caffeine?
5  How much caffeine is there in a 170g cup of tea?
6  How much caffeine will kill a person?
7  Write two paragraphs about the positive and negative effects of caffeine on the 

 human body.
8  Create a timeline that charts a quantity of caffeine from its initial creation to its 

 inclusion in coffee and soft drinks. Give a brief but detailed description of each stage of 

the process.

Checkpointi t



Pre-discussion
■  Ask students how they think 

decaffeinated coffee is made – how the 
natural caffeine is extracted from the 
coffee. Invite them to consider the effect 
decaffeinated coffee has on the body 
and nervous system, compared with 
caffeinated coffee.

Reading Strategies
■  Students read the text silently. They are 

then encouraged to comment on areas 
of the text they found interesting.

Caf, Decaf  or
      Half  Caf  Coffee

 Objectives
 After completing the 
lesson, students will be 
able to:

■  articulate the 
differences between 
different types of 
caffeinated coffee;

■  understand how 
caffeine levels are 
manipulated in the 
production of coffee 
for the consumer 
market.

■  Define the terms 'caf', 
'decaf' and 'half caf'.

Glossary
decaffeinated, agent, 
preserve

 1 The advantage of half caf coffee 
is that you can feel the effect of 
caffeine but can drink twice as 
many cups of coffee compared 
to drinking fully caffeinated 
coffee.

2 In the more common method of 
decaffeination, the caffeine and 
coffee flavour are both removed 
from the beans. Caffeine and 
flavour are then separated and 
the coffee flavour is returned 
to the beans. The less common 
method uses baths containing 
flavour molecules to save the 
taste of the coffee beans.

3 students’ own answers

nswers
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                    Caf  or Decaf  or Half  Caf  Coffee 
When you go to a coffee shop, you look at the menu. The rst thing that 
appears on the list is the following: Caf or Decaf or Half Caf Coffee. You may 
get confused. 
‘Caf’ means ‘Caffeine’: the coffee contains the full quantity of caffeine.
‘Decaf’ means ‘Decaffeinated’: the coffee contains 3% caffeine.
‘Half Caf’ means ‘Half Caffeinated’: the coffee is a mixture of 50% caffeinated 
and 50% decaffeinated. 
Many people who like caffeinated coffee drink Half Caf because it reduces 
their caffeine intake while still packing a punch. It also allows people to drink 
twice as many cups of coffee, compared to those who drink Caf. 
Half Caf is a nice compromise for those who prefer the taste of caffeinated 
coffee but are sensitive to caffeine. In most methods of decaffeination, avour 
molecules are separated from the beans along with caffeine molecules.  An 
agent is used to bind the caffeine in order to remove it, and then the avour 
molecules are returned to the beans through soaking. One method uses 
baths already saturated with avour molecules to help preserve the avour 
of the beans. How the beans are decaffeinated can have a signi cant effect on 
the coffee’s taste.

Questions
1  What are the advantages and disadvantages of Half Caf Coffee?
2  Describe two different ways in which coffee can be decaffeinated.
3  Conduct a survey of your family, friends or neighbours. Interview about ten 

people and nd out how many cups of coffee each person drinks per day.  

Also ask which kind of coffee they drink. Make a graph or table to show your 

results. Write a report and present your ndings to your class.

Ca
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Pre-discussion
■  In groups, students discuss how surgery 

could save people’s lives and how 
technology is making doctors’ jobs 
much easier. Encourage them to give 
examples from among their friends or 
family. Groups then make notes of their 
discussion and compile a list of what 
they have concluded. Invite them to 
report back to the class. 

Reading Strategy
■  Students read the text silently. 

Encourage them to comment on points 
in the passage that interest them.

Comprehension Questions
■  Students can answer the questions 

in pairs. Get students to answer the 
questions in their own words as far as 
possible. 

■ Check students’ answers.

Modern Medicine

5 Bacteria are tiny cells that 
live everywhere on Earth, 
including in our bodies. 

6 We use antibiotics to protect 
ourselves from bacteria. 

7 The first antibiotic to be 
discovered was penicillin. 

8 Alexander Fleming 
discovered it. 

9 He first noticed it when 
mould grew and destroyed 
all the bacteria it touched on 
one of his samples.

10 Penicillin can cure scarlet 
fever, pneumonia, meningitis 
and diphtheria. 

11 Researchers at Oxford 
University, led by Howard 
Florey, tested and developed 
the medical uses of 
penicillin. 

12 Fleming later said that, 
although he discovered 
the world’s first antibiotic, 
he never planned to 
revolutionise all medicine.

nswers

 Objectives
 After completing the 
lesson, students will be 
able to:

■  explain how surgery 
works;

■  identify the types 
of anaesthetics and 
their importance to 
surgery;

■  explore the history 
and uses of 
antibiotics.

Glossary
conventional, incision, 
ailments, sterile, 
contaminated, mould

1 A doctor has to make an 
incision into the patient’s 
flesh. 

2 “Sterile” is another word in 
the text meaning “clean” and 
“uncontaminated”.

3 The anaesthetist is the next 
most important member of 
the surgical team after the 
surgeon. 

4 Local anaesthetics only 
numb a small area of 
the skin, but general 
anaesthetics paralyse the 
patient and render them 
unconscious.  

nswers
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Modern Medicine 
Surgery

Unless you are very lucky, you will probably have to undergo 
surgery at some point in your life. Surgery is used to 
solve problems that cannot be treated with conventional 
medicines. Surgery has been practised since ancient times. 
It requires a doctor to make an incision into the patient’s 
esh to repair or remove something within the body. In 

the modern era, surgery has become far safer and more 
commonplace than in the past, and it 
is now employed to cure 

a wide range of 
ailments. 

How does surgery work? 
The surgical process is very complex and 

a lot of care and patience is required before 
a surgical operation can begin. It is essential that 

every item in the operating theatre remain clean and 
uncontaminated. Clean, sterile items that are free of germs 

are kept separate from contaminated items at all times. All 
surgical equipment is sterile and, if it comes into contact with any 

unclean surface, it must be removed or re-sterilised immediately. 

Besides the surgeon, the most important member of the surgical team 
is the anaesthetist. It is this person’s job to administer the drugs that allow 

the patient to undergo surgery at all. Because surgery would be incredibly 
painful if a patient could feel what was happening, anaesthetics are the only 
way to make surgery possible. 
Local anaesthetics are used for smaller surgeries. They only numb a small 
area of skin so the patient doesn’t feel the operation as it happens. 
General anaesthetics are much more serious. They paralyse the patient and 
render them unconscious so that a surgeon can operate much more easily, 
without fear of sudden movements that could cause an accident or harm 
the patient.

 old surgery tools

 surgeons

 anaesthetist
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Antibiotics 

Bacteria are tiny cells that live everywhere on Earth, including in our bodies. They are responsible 
for spreading many types of diseases through infection. If the wrong types of bacteria are allowed 
to grow in our bodies, they can cause respiratory failure, digestive problems or dangerous 
skin diseases like gangrene. Fortunately, in the modern world, numerous antibiotics have been 
developed that can protect us from, or even destroy, these dangerous types of bacteria. 
The rst antibiotic to be discovered was penicillin and it remains one of the most useful and 
important antibiotics in use today. A Scottish scientist called Alexander Fleming, who noticed it 
by accident, rst discovered penicillin. While researching a certain type of dangerous bacteria, 
Fleming, who was notoriously untidy, left some samples of bacteria on a bench in the corner of 
his laboratory for a month while he went on holiday with his family. When Fleming returned he 
noticed that mould had grown on one of his samples and that this mould had destroyed all the 
bacteria it touched. Fleming was very excited by this discovery and he soon began to test the 
mould on other types of disease causing bacteria. He learned that the mould had an effect on 
many different types of bacteria; it could combat the bacteria that caused scarlet fever, pneumonia, 
meningitis and diphtheria, and that it was able to cure these diseases. 
At rst, the mould, which Fleming named penicillin, worked slowly and Fleming was unable to nd 
a chemist skilled enough to manufacture it in any great amount. It was only ten years later, when 
a team of researchers at Oxford University, led by Howard Florey, began to test the medical uses 
of penicillin, that it began to be made in large quantities. It is still one of the most effective and 
commonly used drugs in use today.
Many years after his discovery, Fleming would remark “I certainly didn’t plan to revolutionise all 
medicine by discovering the world’s rst antibiotic, or bacteria killer. But I suppose that’s exactly 
what I did”.  

meningitis
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Comprehension Questions
1  What does a doctor have to do to perform surgery?

2  Find another word in the text meaning “clean” and “uncontaminated”.

3  Who is the next most important member of the surgical team after the surgeon?

4  Explain the difference between general and local anaesthetics.

5  What are bacteria?

6  What do we use to protect ourselves from bacteria?

7  What was the first antibiotic to be discovered?

8  Who discovered it?

9  How did he first notice it?
10  What diseases can penicillin cure?

11  Who tested and developed the medical uses of penicillin?

12  What did Fleming later say about his discovery?

bacteria



Pre-discussion
■  Ask students to talk about a time when 

they or someone they know had to use 
antibiotics. Did they use them properly? 
Encourage them to think about how life 
would be without medicine. 

Reading Strategies
■  Students read the text silently. They are 

then encouraged to comment on areas 
of the text they found interesting.

Antibiotic Resistance

 Objectives
After completing the 
lesson, students will be 
able to:

■  identify the dangers 
of misusing 
antibiotics;

■  discuss the proper 
ways of using 
antibiotics;

■  discuss ways to 
prevent the spread of 
bacteria.

Glossary
resistance, eliminated, 
multiply

 1 It is dangerous to use 
antibiotics too much because 
the bacteria they fight will build 
up resistance.  

2 It is important to complete a 
course of antibiotics in order to 
eliminate all the bacteria. 

3 The name for a very resistant 
type of bacteria is “superbugs”.

4 Suggestions include: always 
wash your hands; cover your 
mouth when sneezing or 
coughing; stay home when 
ill; don’t use others’ cups or 
bottles to drink; always wear 
clean clothes. 

5 Answers will vary. 
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 Antibiotic Resistance

Antibiotics are incredibly useful and they have 
transformed modern medicine. However, there is a 
danger that we use them too much. The more we use 

antibiotics, the more the bacteria they ght get used to 
them and build up a resistance.

There are many reasons why this might happen. Often patients stop taking a 
course of antibiotics when they start to feel better but before all the bacteria 
have been eliminated. This means that the bacteria that survive are the 
strongest and most resistant. These resistant bacteria will multiply and spread 
and, in future, will not be eliminated by the same antibiotics. There is a real 
danger that these new “superbugs” could cause diseases that antibiotics are 
unable to ght. 

It is very important not to overuse antibiotics in order to prevent bacteria 
from becoming too resistant. Try to avoid antibiotics unless strictly 
necessary and, if you are taking them, make sure you take everything 
prescribed and don’t just stop when you feel better. You should always 
wash your hands, especially when you feel ill, to make sure you kill all 
of the resistant bacteria.

Questions
1  Why is it dangerous to use antibiotics too much?
2  Why is it important to complete a course of antibiotics?
3  What is a name for a very resistant type of bacteria?
4  Think of some more ways that you can prevent the spread of bacteria. 
5  Write a paragraph to persuade people to be more careful about using antibiotics.

antibiotics
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Glossary for the Scientific Section

Addictive: causing someone to become physically 
and mentally dependent on a particular 
substance

Agent: a chemical or substance that takes an 
active role or produces a specified effect

Bacteria: very small living things, some of which 
cause illness or disease

Condemn: to disapprove very strongly of 
something or someone, especially because 
one thinks it is morally wrong

Contour: the shape of the outer edge of 
something such as an area of land or 
someone’s body

Debris: scattered fragments, typically of 
something destroyed

Decaffeinated: having the caffeine removed 

Device: a machine or tool that does a special job

Dissolve: to become part of a liquid so as to form 
a solution

Engineering: designing, building and using 
engines, machines and structures

Epic: a long poem narrating the adventures of 
heroic or legendary figures

Establish: to set up an organisation, system or set 
of rules on a firm or permanent basis 

Experiment: a scientific procedure undertaken 
to make a discovery, test a hypothesis or 
demonstrate a known fact

Explosive: able or likely to shatter violently or 
burst apart

Flare: a sudden bright flame

Global Positioning System: (GPS) a system that 
uses radio signals from satellites to show one’s 
exact position on the Earth on a special piece 
of equipment

Groundwater: water that is below the ground

Masterpiece: a work of outstanding artistry and 
skill

Modernising: adapting to modern needs or habits

Moulded: given a certain shape

Network: a system of lines, tubes, wires, roads, 
etc. that cross each other and are connected 
to each other

Novelist: a writer of novels 

Odourless: having no smell

Physics: the science concerned with the study of 
physical objects and substances, and of natural 
forces such as light, heat and movement

Pollution: the process of making air, water, soil, 
etc. dangerously dirty and not suitable for 
people to use

Precise: accurate, exact

Premature: happening before the natural or 
proper time

Preserve: to save something or someone from 
being harmed or destroyed

Procedure: the way of doing something, especially 
the correct or usual way

Projector: a piece of equipment that makes a film 
or picture appear on a screen or flat surface 

Radical: characterised by departure from 
tradition; innovative
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Residue: the part of something that is left after 
the rest has gone or been taken away

Risk: the possibility that something bad, 
unpleasant or dangerous might happen

Software: the sets of programs that tell a 
computer how to do a particular job

Specialist: someone who knows a lot about and is 
very skilled at a particular subject

Specification: a detailed instruction about how a 
car, building, piece of equipment, etc. should 
be made

Substance: a particular type of solid, liquid or gas

Toxic: containing poison, or caused by poisonous 
substances 

Transform: to completely change the appearance, 
form or character of something or someone 

Virtual Reality: an environment produced by a 
computer that looks and seems real to the 
person experiencing it

Weightlessness: the condition of having no weight



         Great Scientists and Inventors

 Short Stories
around the

World
by Raja T Nasr
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The stories in this section include five true tales of great scientists 
and their discoveries and inventions (Stars in his Eyes; Life that 
Kills; The Hidden Power; A Sound in the Air; and The Wizard of 
Menlo Park).

The stories about inventions and discoveries trace the hardships 
and dedication which these scientists put into their work. 
Students can draw parallels among some of the scientists, such 
as how carefully and precisely they observed the world, even 
since childhood, and how hard they worked to develop their 
ideas. Students should also think about how an idea matures 
through time, and what consequences past ideas and inventions 
have on our life now. 

Students can think about how the world has changed, and 
continues to change.  



Suggested Lesson Plans for Scientific Short Stories

By the end of the short stories, students should be able to:

• recall the biography and major achievements of each of the scientists presented; 

• place scientific discoveries in a particular time frame;

• relate the stories to current scientific and world issues;

• develop critical thinking and research potential in the field of science. 

NOTE:
• Every short story can be covered in one lesson. Teachers can allot more time to the stories, depending 

on students’ pace and presentation needs.   

• Teachers can deal with the Extension section the way they find most suitable for their class. Topics 
presented may be given as assignments or research projects.

• Every two or three lessons, it is suggested that teachers hold a ‘presentation session’ where individual 
students and/or groups of students share scientific research and findings with their classmates.

• It is suggested that students read the story at home before the lesson.

Lesson Plan for ‘Stars in his Eyes’

Procedures Time

• Introduce the lesson as suggested in the Before you start section. [5-7 min.]

• Read or have individual students (if you have a strong class) read the 

 story or passages from the story aloud. [5-7 min.]

• Have students answer comprehension questions 1, 2 and 3. Discuss and 

 correct answers with the class. [20-25 min.]

• Examine comprehension question 4 with the class; introduce students to

 the Scientific Revolution. Groups of students are requested to research 

 European and Arabic scientists. [5-7 min.]

• Students can start working on one of the two topics suggested in 

 the Extension. Uncompleted questions are given as an assignment. [10-14 min.]

Before you start
•  This story is about Galileo Galilei, an Italian astronomer whose scientific discoveries were revolutionary.
• Give students some background knowledge:

Although today it is established that the Earth revolves around the sun, people in the past believed that 
the sun moved around the Earth. Galileo was one of the major scientists who rejected this view.
Until the 16th century, scholars held Ptotemy’s view that the sun moves around the Earth. However, 
Polish scholar Nicolaus Copernicus and German astronomer Johannes Kepler did not. Galileo built 
his theories on the foundations laid by these two and assembled a telescope to prove that the Earth 
revolves around the sun.

1 
• Students can refer to the text to answer the question. Have them read the words aloud when they finish.
1 d 2 i 3 g 4 a 5 c 6 h 7 b 8 e 9 j 10 f
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2
• Students can refer to the text to answer the questions. Encourage them to answer in their own words.
• Check students’ answers by having them read out both the questions and answers.
1 His teacher called him a dreamer because he was always imagining things and daydreaming.
2 So that he would become a doctor.
3 He believed that mathematics was the key to understanding the world.
4 He was eighteen when he made his first discovery.
5 He was in a church.
6 It seemed that they were both moving at the same time.
7 He tied them to a chair.
8 His father helped him.
9 Galileo held the higher rope.
10 It was very important, because he had discovered a fact about how the whole world works.
11 We use his discovery to measure time on a clock and to watch the stars and sun moving in the sky.
12 It is called the Tower of Pisa.
13 Yes. They had just seen something that they could not believe.
14 A compass is used to work out the direction that you are travelling in.
15 A telescope is used to study the stars, sun and moon.

3
•  Students should retell the story in their own words.Tell them that it is not necessary to include all the 

ideas in the story.
A young dreamer with a vivid imagination, Galileo grew up to be a revolutionary scientist. He was not 
good at school, but he was very fond of mathematics and saw in it a way to understand the world. He 
made his first discovery in a church when he was eighteen. His discovery enabled him to measure time 
and movement of stars in the skies. Afterwards, he stated that two different weights fall together from 
the same height. Galileo later invented the compass. He was even able to measure air temperature with 
a thermometer. His most important discovery was proving that the sun was stable and the Earth and 
the other planets revolve around it. In conclusion, the dreamy young Galileo turned out to be a great 
scientist who uncovered the mysteries of the skies to inhabitants of the Earth.

4
• Give students some background information about the Scientific Revolution and famous scientists.

In the 17th century, during Galileo’s time, there was a new approach to science, which relied on 
observation and experimentation rather than on authorities like Aristotle and Ptolemy. Two giants of 
this revolution were the Frenchman Rene Descartes and the Englishman Francis Bacon.

• Encourage students to do some research about Descartes, Bacon, Newton, Boyle and other scientists. 
•  Encourage students to do some research about famous Arab scientists such as Ibn Rushd and 

Al-Khwarizmi.
• Have students present their projects to the class.

Extension
•  Students can refer to the article 'Daily Life in Space' on p.10 to compare and contrast human 

knowledge of space four centuries ago and today. For example, in the past, people were not even sure 
about the orbits of the planets.Today, life in space is possible.

•  Ask them to describe what they expect life in space to be like in four centuries. Will there be a human 
colony in space?
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Lesson Plan for ‘Life that Kills’

Procedures Time

• Begin the lesson by checking and discussing students’ assignment. [7-10 min.]

• Introduce ‘Life that Kills’ as suggested in the Before you start section. [5-7 min.]

• Read or have individual students (if you have a strong class) read the

 story or passages from the story aloud. [5-7 min.]

• Have students answer comprehension questions 1, 2 and 4. Correct 

 answers with the class. [20-25 min.]

• Examine comprehension question 3 with the class; introduce students

 to the discovery of microscopes. Groups of students are requested to 

 research vaccination and microscopes. [5-7 min.]

• Ask students to pick a topic from the Extension section to think about 

 and research. [3-4 min.]

Before you start
•  Tell students that 'Life that Kills' is about the French scientist Louis Pasteur, whose scientific discoveries 

helped save the lives of many people.
•  Ask students to examine the title carefully. They should notice that it is paradoxical, for how can life kill? 

Explain that 'life' in the title is a reference to germs and bacteria that can cause death.
• Give students some background knowledge:

Since the 1600s numerous scientists had suspected that certain microbes were the cause of infectious 
diseases. However, numerous doctors rejected this theory.
In 1870, French chemist Louis Pasteur established the link between microbes and diseases. He 
discovered a process for killing disease-causing microbes in milk, which he called pasteurisation.

1 
• Students can refer to the text to answer the questions. Encourage them to answer in their own words.
• Check students’ answers by having them read out both the questions and answers.
1 He was called Louis Pasteur.
2 Because he was very careful in everything he did. He wanted to understand everything that he 
 studied, and asked too many questions.
3 Certain living germs, called bacteria, were attacking the silkworm eggs.
4 They are called bacteria.
5 He helped farmers to fight the germs that were killing them. In addition to this he made the germs 

weak and fed the chickens with the weak germs so that their bodies would go to work against the 
germ without becoming ill.

6 He asked himself how he could use the same method safely with people.
7 He had a chance to try his plan on people when a woman came to him with her son who had been bitten 

by a mad dog.
8 He got germs from the dog’s mouth and made a weaker form of the same germ. He put these weak 

germs into the boy’s body fourteen times.
9 They did hear of Pasteur's work. They did like it, because they began to be more careful to stop 

germs spreading. 
10 The number of deaths from illness was reduced after Pasteur’s discoveries. This was because they 

stopped putting people with different illnesses in the same room. They also took more time to clean 
their hands, the beds and the rooms to kill germs before they spread.

11 This was to stop germs being carried from one person to another.
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12 Germs are very small. They can only be seen with a microscope.
13 Because Pasteur filled his life with working and waiting for answers, and his answers were right.

2
• Students can refer to the text to answer the question. Have them read the words aloud when they 
finish.

a) success b) ill c) different d) careful e) weaker

3
• Give students some background information:

Dutch inventor Anthony van Leeuwenhoek improved the microscope. He became the first human to 
see cells.
Pasteur’s development of vaccines played a major role in increasing life expectancy in the 1800s.

•  Encourage students to do some research about microscopes or vaccination. Have them present their 
projects to the class.

4
Pasteur was a careful and patient researcher. He worked hard to save the lives of both animals and 
people. He found a way to save the silkworms of France from a fatal illness. Then he found a cure for 
a disease that was killing chickens. He used a process called immunisation to make animals stronger 
and to protect them from illness. If the animal was given a weak form of an illness, its body became 
protected against the strong form. Later, he found out that the same practice worked with people. 
Pasteur also showed the need for hospitals to be kept clean and for patients with different illnesses to be 
kept apart. Nowadays, far fewer people die of diseases as a direct result of Pasteur’s work.

Extension:
•  Medical advances and improvements, such as Pasteur’s discovery of vaccines, have allowed the death 

rate to decrease and the population to increase.
In the 1840s, anaesthesia was first used to relieve surgical pains.
Joseph Lister, an English surgeon, discovered how infections could be prevented through antiseptics.

• Encourage students to do research about other medical discoveries that increased life expectancy.
•  Encourage students to do some research about famous Arab physicians such as Al Razi who wrote 

books on medicine and pioneered the study of measles and smallpox. Another famous physician was 
Avicenna (Ibn Sina). He was very learned in the diagnosis and treatment of diseases.

•  Students can refer to the article 'Modern Medicine' on p. 26 to state how Pasteur’s work on germs 
helped create germ-free environments that would allow operations to take place.

Presentation Sessions

During presentation sessions, individual students and groups of students share their ideas, essays and 
scientific projects with the class. 
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Lesson Plan for ‘The Hidden Power’

Procedures Time

• Introduce the lesson as suggested in the Before you start section. [5-7 min.]

• Read or have individual students (if you have a strong class) read the 

 story or passages from the story aloud. [5-7 min.]

• Have students answer comprehension questions 1, 2, 3 and 4. Correct 

 answers with the class. [25-30 min.]

• Divide students into pairs and groups. Encourage them to work on one 

 of the two topics presented in the Extension section. They can continue 

 the research at home. [16 min.]

Before you start:
•  Tell students that 'The Hidden Power' recounts the life and distinguished achievements of Polish-born 

French scientist Marie Curie.
•  Ask students to examine the title. Explain that 'the hidden power' stands for the power of radium that 

Marie Curie discovered in the early 1900s. Today, radium is used to cure many diseases.
• Give students some background knowledge:

The ancient Greeks believed that matter is made up of tiny, indivisible atoms. In time, many scientists 
came to adopt this idea. Discoveries made in the late 19th century revealed more about the atom.
In the early 1900s, Marie Curie was experimenting with radioactivity. Her discovery of radium won her 
world recognition.

1 
• Students can refer to the text to answer the questions. Encourage them to answer in their own words.
• Check students’ answers by having them read out both the questions and answers.
1 Her family name was Sklodovska.
2 She was born in 1867.
3 She liked to spend hours reading books.
4 She was ten when her mother died.
5 It was Marie who thought of the plan.
6 It didn’t. By the time that Marie got to France her sister was married and couldn’t give her much 

help.
7 She studied in a small room without heat or light. She lived on bread and tea most of the time.
8 He was called Pierre Curie.
9 He was a scientist.
10 They received the Nobel Prize.
11 They were both too ill to go to Stockholm.
12 She died in 1934 from the same hidden power that she had discovered.

'The Hidden Power'
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2
• Students can refer to the text to answer the questions. Encourage students to be concise.

Positive experiences Negative experiences

Became the most famous woman scientist of her time
Loved reading
Won top honours at school 
Met and married Pierre Curie
Discovered radium
Marie and Pierre won Nobel Prize 
Marie first woman teacher at Sorbonne 
Won second Nobel Prize 

Was a poor girl
Body was thin and weak
When she went to France, her sister could not 
help 
Studied without heat or light
Home too cold and damp
Became too ill to travel
Pierre died
Marie died

3
•  Students can refer to the text to answer the question. Have them read their answers aloud when they 

finish.
1  b 2  e 3  d 4  c 5  a

4
•  Students can work in pairs to answer the question. Have them read their answers aloud when they 

finish.
Marie became the most famous woman scientist of her time. She became the first woman teacher 
at the Sorbonne. She is the only person ever to have won two Nobel Prizes. She suffered personal 
hardship and didn’t care about fame or honour. She only cared about science.

Extension
•  Encourage students to do research about other great women scientists or notable Nobel Prize winners 

who contributed as Curie did to the fields of physics and chemistry.
•  Ask students to refer to the article 'Alfred Nobel' on p. 18. How did Alfred Nobel’s establishment of the 

Nobel Prize encourage scientific discoveries? (In Marie Curie’s case, the money she won from the Nobel 
Prize enabled her to conduct more experiments.)

Lesson Plan for ‘A Sound in the Air’

Procedures Time

• Begin the lesson by having students present their projects to the class. [15-20 min.] 

• Introduce the lesson as suggested in the Before you start section. [5-7 min.]

• Read or have individual students (if you have a strong class) read 

 the story or passages from the story aloud. [5-7 min.]

• Have students answer comprehension questions 1 and 2. Correct 

 answers with the class. [10-15 min.]

• Discuss one of the topics suggested in the Extension section. [11 min.]

Before you start
• 'A Sound in the Air' is about the Italian pioneer Guglielmo Marconi who invented the radio.
• Give students some background knowledge:

Encourage students to think about the entertainment device to which they are exposed most of the 
time. Is it the television, the radio or the computer? Although they may think it is the television, explain 
that it is in fact the radio. Whether they are in the car, at home or at the mall, they are exposed to it.
Tell students that the invention of the radio is attributed to the Italian Guglielmo Marconi.

'A Sound in the Air'
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1 
• Students can refer to the text to answer the questions. Encourage them to answer in their own words.
• Check students’ answers by having them read out both the questions and answers.
1 Because he had such big ears.
2 He lived in Italy.
3 He pressed a button on a machine in his room and two floors below there was the sound of a buzz. 

His parents were surprised because his machine was so far away from the sound.
4 He gave Marconi money to continue his work.
5 Marconi told his father that one day he was going to send messages round the world.
6 He sent his voice across the Channel in 1899.
7 The British government helped him set up wireless stations.
8 They were all saved because the stations that were set up along the shore picked up their calls for 

help, which were sent at once.
9 He wanted to send his messages across the Atlantic Ocean.
10 He did it on the night of December 12,1901.
11 The sea was very stormy.
12 It was a stormy night and he wanted to make sure that he could hear the message from England.
13 He spent the next three days waiting for the other messages that were sent to him.
14 He told the world about it on December 15, 1901.
15 students' own answers

2
•  Students should retell the story in their own words. Make them aware that it is not necessary to include 

all the ideas in the story.
Guglielmo Marconi had big ears, and that, most probably, enabled him to reproduce sounds. When he 
was young, he liked science and books, always seeking to prove what he read. As he was once sitting 
beside an open window, he began to think that if waves on water can carry wood, electricity can carry 
sounds through air. After some weeks, he came up with his first invention, which carried sound without 
wires. Impressed, his father gave him some money to continue his inventions. He showed his first 
wireless machine to an enthusiastic English public. Marconi proved the effectiveness of his machine by 
sending a message from France to England. His invention helped save the lives of many men on ships 
during storms. But Marconi’s ambition was to send messages across the Atlantic. He was able to achieve 
this in his later life, by receiving a message from England. Eventually, Marconi’s experiments led to many 
great inventions, among which was the radio.

Extension
•  Students can refer to the article 'The IT Age' on p. 14. Encourage them to think how Marconi’s 

inventions of the radio and Morse code contributed to the IT age. (Due to Marconi’s invention of the 
radio, loudspeakers were inserted in computers, televisions, etc.)

• Encourage students to research how a radio functions. They can share their projects with the class.

Lesson Plan for ‘The Wizard of Menlo Park’

Procedures Time
• Introduce the lesson as suggested in the Before you start section. [5-7 min.]

• Read or have individual students (if you have a strong class) read the 

 story or passages from the story aloud. [5-7 min.]

• Have students answer comprehension questions 1, 2 and 3. Correct

    answers with the class. [20-25 min.]

• Discuss the topic suggested in the Extension section with the class. [17 min.]

• As an assignment, students can complete questions 4 and 5 at home. [3-4 min.]

'The Wizard of Menlo Park'



119

Before you start
•  'The Wizard of Menlo Park' focuses on the American inventor Thomas Edison, who made the first 

electric light bulb.
• Give students some background knowledge:

Thomas Edison invented the first electric bulb in the 1870s. As his electric bulbs illuminated whole 
cities, the pace of city life quickened. Also, factories could continue to operate after dark.

1 
• Students can refer to the text to answer the questions. Encourage them to answer in their own words.
• Check students’ answers by having them read out both the questions and answers.
1 Thomas Alva Edison burned down the store.
2 He had been trying an experiment.
3 When he was six years old.
4 He left school because he was so different from the rest of the children there.
5 His mother taught him.
6 His first laboratory was at home.
7 Edison gave him some powder to see if it would form enough gas in the boy’s stomach to make him 

fly.
8 His first job was selling newspapers on a train.
9 He lost his job because a fire broke out.
10 The rich man paid him forty thousand dollars.
11 He changed night into day on 31 December 1879.
12 He invented the gramophone, the cinema, a telephone with both mouth and ear pieces and the 

electric lamp.
13 He said that he would start again because no one is too old to start working.
14 He died in 1931.
15 He was eighty-four years old.

2
• Students can refer to the text to answer the questions. Encourage them to be concise.

Successful experiments Failed experiments

Telegraph messages
Gramophone
Cinema
Telephone
Electric light

Burning down his father's store
Feeding powder to his friend
Setting fire to the train
Burning down his own lab

3 
• Students can refer to the text. Have them read their answers aloud when they finish.

Put these events in the correct order.
1  b      2  e      3  a      4  c      5  d

4 
• Students can work in pairs to answer the question.

Telegraph, gramophone, cinema, telephone, electric light
students’ own answers

5 
•  Edison did not let any obstacle prevent him from achieving his goals. He was optimistic, and that 

helped him overcome numerous difficulties, like the burning of his laboratory. Also, Edison was a 
courageous man.
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Extension:
•  Students can refer to 'The IT Age' on p. 14. 'The Millennium Bug' on p. 16 shows to what extent 

humans have become dependent on inventions. Encourage them to think whether technology is a 
blessing or a curse. They can write an essay providing examples to prove their point of view.

Presentation Sessions

During presentation sessions, individual students and groups of students share their ideas, essays and 
scientific projects with the class. 
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